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Deputy Defense Secretary 
Patrick Shanahan will become 
the acting secretary Jan. 1. 

Shanahan 
steps into 
spotlight 

By Dan Lamothe 

The Washington Post 

When Deputy Defense Secre¬ 
tary Patrick Shanahan faced the 
Senate Armed Services Com¬ 
mittee 17 months ago during his 
confirmation hearing, Sen. John 
McCain turned up the heat. 

The late Arizona Republican, 
then the committee chairman, 
questioned how Shanahan would 
run day-to-day operations at the 
Pentagon despite his deep ties to 
the defense contractor Boeing, 
and then lit into him for some¬ 
thing specific. In prepared an¬ 
swers to questions, Shanahan had 
said he would review whether the 
U.S. should send Ukraine weap¬ 
ons to defend itself against Rus¬ 
sia-backed separatists. Shanahan 
amended his response to say that 
he would support the idea, but 
McCain still threatened to stop a 
vote on his confirmation. 

“That’s not good enough, Mr. 
Shanahan,” McCain said. “I’m 
glad to hear you changed your 
opinion from what was submit¬ 
ted, but it’s still disturbing to me. 
It’s still disturbing to me after 
all these years that you would 
say that you would have to look 
at the issue. Have you not been 
aware of the issue? Have you not 
been aware of the actions of the 
Senate Armed Services Commit¬ 
tee? Have you not been aware of 
the thousands of people that have 
been killed by (Russian Presi¬ 
dent) Vladimir Putin?” 

SEE SHANAHAN ON PAGE 2 
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Mercury drops, injuries rise 


Military frostbite, cold weather afflictions up with little explanation why 


By Nancy Montgomery 
Stars and Stripes 

N early 500 troops suffered from chilblains, frostbite, 
hypothermia and trench foot during the most re¬ 
cently studied annual period, more than in any of 
the previous three years and a 20 percent increase 
over the previous year. 

The reasons for the jump in preventable injuries during 
what was a mild winter remain unclear, according to a study 
this month in the Defense Health Agency’s Medical Surveil¬ 
lance Monthly Report. The study covered injuries between 
July 2017 and July this year. 

“Policies and procedures are in place to protect service- 
members against cold weather injuries. Modern cold weather 
uniforms and equipment provide excellent protection against 
the cold when used correctly,” the study noted. “However, in 
spite of these safeguards, a significant number of individuals 
within all military services continue to be affected by cold 
weather injuries each year.” 

Fort Wainwright, Alaska, had the highest number of cold 
injuries diagnosed, with 155 reported cases over five years. 
Second was the combined Vilseck and Grafenwoehr area in 
Bavaria, Germany, with 117 cases. 

SEE COLD ON PAGE 5 


Army Capt. Samantha Wilson proceeds to the rally point 
after a training jump from a CH-47 Chinook helicopter 
at Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson, Alaska, on Nov. 1. 

Alejandro PENA/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 
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Shanahan: Acting defense 
chief compliments Mattis for 
understanding ‘how to govern’ 


Jabin BoTSFORD/The Washington Post 

President Donald Trump listens to Defense Secretary Jim Mattis speak at the White House in March. 

^He (Jim Mattis) understands policy. He understands 
the law. He understands the value of relationships. ^ 

Patrick Shanahan 

acting defense secretary 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

The exchange highlights the 
difficulties that Shanahan faces 
now that President Donald Trump 
abruptly named him Sunday as 
acting defense secretary, begin¬ 
ning Jan. 1. 

The president’s decision, after 
days of negative news coverage 
about Defense Secretary Jim 
Mattis’ resignation over disagree¬ 
ments with Trump, puts a new 
senior official in charge of the 
Pentagon two months earlier than 
expected. It also thrusts Shanahan 
into the spotlight amid the pres¬ 
ident’s plans to withdraw thou¬ 
sands of troops from Syria and 
Afghanistan, and as the Pentagon 
is preparing to defend a $750 bil¬ 
lion budget request to Congress. 

Shanahan, 56, will take the helm 
after a 30-year career at Boeing, 
during which he became a senior 
vice president. Like Mattis, he is a 
Washington state native who has 
touted the national defense strate¬ 
gy the Pentagon adopted last year, 
which focuses heavily on prepar¬ 
ing the military for a fight against 
a “near-peer competitor” like 
China or Russia. Unlike Mattis, 
he has no military experience, no 
previous government experience 
and httle experience with foreign 
policy. 

Shanahan has embraced gov¬ 
ernment service since joining the 


No paper Wednesday 

Stars and Stripes will not publish 
on Wednesday. Go to stripes, 
com for the latest news. 


administration, characterizing it 
as his opportunity to serve fellow 
Americans. At the Pentagon, he 
sometimes has “out-of-body” ex¬ 
periences, he said in September. 

“I’m often asked about the tran¬ 
sition to the department with an 
undertone, ‘Is it what you expect¬ 
ed?”’ Shanahan said in Septem¬ 
ber at an Air Force Association 
conference. “I tell people, ‘It’s like 
breaking up with your longtime 
girlfriend and finding the love of 
your life.’” 

At the Pentagon, Shanahan’s 
primary role as deputy defense 
secretary has focused on running 
day-to-day operations inside the 
building, while Mattis took a more 
public role and focused on op¬ 
erations and geopolitics. That’s a 
common arrangement between a 
defense secretary and his deputy. 

However, Shanahan, the son of a 
Vietnam veteran, also has taken a 
leading role in forming a policy to 
match Trump’s desire for a Space 
Force, and he’s been involved in 
tense internal deliberations about 
how the Pentagon spends its 
money. 

Shanahan predicted last year 
that there would be “screaming 
and yelling” over internal re¬ 
structuring. Others in the Penta¬ 
gon have worried that Shanahan 
doesn’t understand the “culture 
of the building” and has struggled 
with high turnover on his imme¬ 
diate staff and tensions with the 
military services. 

Shanahan could not be reached 
for comment Sunday. His spokes¬ 
man, Army Lt. Col. Joseph Buc- 
cino, said he will continue to serve 
at the pleasure of the president. 


In public appearances, Shana¬ 
han has focused mainly on the 
subjects in which he has a lead¬ 
ing role. Like Mattis, he also has 
underscored the importance of 
maintaining and expanding alli¬ 
ances abroad, a key point of dis¬ 
agreement between Mattis and 
the president. 

“Relationships aren’t monohth- 
ic. They’re complex,” Shanahan 
said in September. “We will agree 
in some places and disagree in 
others. Secretary Mattis has trav¬ 
eled to nearly 60 countries so far. 
That’s what I call commitment.” 


Shanahan complimented Mattis 
during the same appearance for 
maintaining stability at the Pen¬ 
tagon and said working for him 
was like getting a Ph.D. in world 
affairs. 

“Most people kind of think of 
him in the context of being a ... 


military leader and, you know, 
motivator,” Shanahan said. “I’ve 
appreciated his real strength: He 
understands how to govern. He un¬ 
derstands how government should 
work. He understands policy. He 
understands the law. He under¬ 
stands the value of relationships.” 
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Dunford reassures 
on Afghan mission 


By J.P. Lawrence 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP DAHLKE WEST, Af¬ 
ghanistan — The mission for 
troops in Afghanistan continues 
as planned, the chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff said amid re¬ 
ports of a partial pullout from the 
country, while speaking in front of 
hundreds of U.S. troops gathered 
at a USO celebrity holiday event 
Monday. 

“There’s all kinds of rumors 
swirhng around,” Marine Gen. Jo¬ 
seph Dunford said. “The mission 
you have today is the same as the 
mission you had yesterday.” 

The Trump administration re¬ 
portedly ordered the Pentagon 
late last week to make plans to 
withdraw some 7,000 troops from 
the country, but Army Gen. Scott 
Miller, the top U.S. commander 


in Afghani¬ 
stan, told 
local media 
Sunday that 
orders of 
a pullout 
had not yet 
reached the 
leadership 
here. 

On Christ¬ 
mas Eve, 
Dunford told 
the troops at 
this austere 
base about60 
miles south 
of Kabul that 
he’d ensure 
their leaders got word as soon as 
anything changes. 

“When there is something else 
to tell you. I’ll make sure Gen. 


mission 
you have 
today is the 
same as 
the mission 
you had 
yesterday. ^ 

Marine Gen. 
Joseph Dunford 

chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of 
Staff 



Photos by J.P. LAWRENCE/Stars and Stripes 


Above: Gen. Joseph Dunford, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, speaks to troops gathered at a 
Christmas event with the USO on Monday at Camp Dahike West in Afghanistan. Above left: Snowboarder 
Shaun White poses with troops gathered at the event. 


(Scott) Miller knows in real time 
what changes may be taking 
place,” he said. “Right now, you’re 
American soldiers, you have a 
mission; just get after it.” 

Dunford visited Camp Dahike 
West as part of the annual Chair¬ 
man’s Holiday USO Tour that also 
included events with soldiers in 
Norway, Bahrain and on the air¬ 
craft carrier USS John C. Stennis 
that deployed to the Persian Gulf 
earlier this month. 

Celebrities such as actor Wilm- 
er Valderrama, snowboarder and 
Olympic gold medahst Shaun 
White and CrossFit athlete Mat 


Fraser accompanied him this 
year. 

During the visit, country musi¬ 
cian Kelhe Pickier climbed into an 
AH-64 Apache attack helicopter 
with her husband, Kyle Jacobs. 

“This is what I want for Christ¬ 
mas,” said Pickier, who later sang 
with soldiers. 

Elsewhere on base, soldiers 
made the best of what they had for 
Christmas festivities. 

Plastic Christmas trees stood in 
various offices and huts, but 1st Lt. 
Hannah Levine, of Eagle Troop, 
2nd Squadron, 1st Cavalry Regi¬ 
ment, chose not to settle for one 


of those for the base’s operations 
center. 

“I was raised in a family where 
we don’t beheve in fake Christmas 
trees,” said Levine, 24, of Sugar- 
loaf, Pa. 

She brought a real — if some¬ 
what threadbare — tree to be dec¬ 
orated. It was the only live tree on 
base. She had chopped it down in 
the holiday spirit. 

“I’m a firm believer in real 
Christmas trees,” Levine said. “I 
wasn’t going to let Afghanistan 
stop me.” 

Iawrence.jp@stripes.com 
Twitter: @]piawrence3 



Left: Rrst Lt. Hannah Levine, of Eagle Troop, 2nd Squadron, 1st Cavalry Regiment, stands next to what she described as the one live tree at the remote camp. Right: Soldiers 
with the 264th Engineer Clearance Company celebrate the arrival of artisanal cupcakes. 
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Task force urges larger US presence in Poland 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany — A 
task force led by the former head 
of US. troops in Europe is recom¬ 
mending a beefed-up American 
mihtary force in Poland, home- 
porting Navy destroyers in Den¬ 
mark and other steps to muscle 
up against a Russian military that 
has allies outgunned in the east. 

Gen. Philip Breedlove, who led 
US. European Command and 
served as NATO supreme allied 
commander until retiring in 2016, 
warned in a new report that alli¬ 
ance “trip-wire” forces in the Bal¬ 
tics and Poland could be overrun 
if attacked. 

“A determined Russian conven¬ 
tional attack, especially if mounted 
with httle warning, could defeat 
these forward-deployed NATO 
and US. forces in a relatively short 
period of time, before reinforce¬ 
ments could be brought to bear,” 
stated the Atlantic Council report 
co-authored by Breedlove. 

A quick Russian land grab 
“might present the Alliance with 
a fait accompli, dividing the Al¬ 
liance and paralyzing decision¬ 
making before reinforcements 
could arrive,” the December re¬ 
port said. 

The report, called “Permanent 
Deterrence: Enhancements to the 
US. Military Presence in North 
Central Europe,” lays out a plan to 
counter such scenarios. It reiter¬ 
ates concerns raised by numerous 
security analysts in recent years 
— chiefly that Russia’s military 
advantage on NATO’s eastern 
flank means it could quickly over¬ 
run allies in places such as the 
Baltics. But it also makes recom¬ 
mendations that go beyond the 
usual calls for another Army bri¬ 
gade in Europe as the answer to a 
mismatch with Russia. 

Breedlove, a chief architect 
of NATO’s buildup in reaction 
to Russia’s 2014 intervention in 
Ukraine, sees a larger role for the 
US. military in Poland. 

“Many of the recommended 
enhancements would take place 
in Poland because its size and 
geographic location make it a key 
staging area for most NATO ef¬ 
forts to defend allied territory in 
the three Baltic states,” stated the 
report, which Breedlove authored 
with task force co-chair and for¬ 
mer NATO deputy secretary-gen¬ 
eral Alexander Vershbow. 

The report comes amid a con- 
gressionally mandated military 
review that is examining whether 
the US. has sufficient forces in 
Europe to deter Russia. That re¬ 
view also is taking place as the 
Pentagon considers a $2 billion 
offer from Poland to fund a per¬ 
manent base in that country. 

However, it is unclear how seri¬ 
ously considered the recommen¬ 
dations will be in light of upheaval 
at the Pentagon, where Defense 
Secretary Jim Mattis, a strong 
advocate of maintaining alliance 
ties, has tendered his resigna¬ 
tion. President Donald Trump 
has frequently complained about 
the large numbers of troops over¬ 
seas. The future composition of 
forces in Europe could depend 
on the view of Mattis’ permanent 
replacement. 




larger role for the Navy on the 
continent. 

During the past four years, 
most of the buildup in Europe has 
centered on Army initiatives, such 
as the continuous deployment of 
U.S.-based brigades to the Conti¬ 
nent and the expansion of weap¬ 
ons stocks at strategic locations. 

While the Atlantic Council task 
force calls for more similar efforts, 
the Pentagon should consider add¬ 
ing a small naval detachment in 
Gdynia, Poland, to facilitate more 


HAMAGAWA LODGE 

Friendly English speaking staff 

(098)-936-7139 

Office 9-6 Mon.-Fri., 9-1 Sat., closed Sun. 
72hamagawa@gmail.com 

★ Fully Furnished Living & Dining Room and Kitchenette. 

★ Free large parking area, Cable TV and Pets always welcome. 

★ Conveniently located near Kadena Air Base, Camp Foster. 


of Russia’s military actions in 
Ukraine. 

More land, drone forces 

The Atlantic Council report rec¬ 
ommends a mix of rotational and 
permanent forces. 

“Measures along the lines pro¬ 
posed by the task force would 
build on the existing US. presence 
in Poland, strengthen deterrence 
for the wider region and promote 
greater burden-sharing among al¬ 
lies,” the report said. “While add¬ 
ing important mihtary capabilities 
and increasing NATO’s capacity 
for rapid reinforcement, the scale 
of the proposed measures should 
remain within the NATO consen¬ 
sus, thereby ensuring continued 
NATO cohesion and solidarity.” 

Meanwhile, the US. Air Force 
mission in Lask, Poland, should 
be enlarged to support rotational 
deployments of US. fighter and 
cargo aircraft, as well as possible 
aviation deployments by other al¬ 
lies, the report said. 

An MQ-9 reconnaissance drone 
detachment at Miroslawiec Air 
Base, Poland, also should be per¬ 
manent, according to the task 
force analysis. In Poland, a mid¬ 
range air defense system also 
should be installed to protect US. 
soldiers deployed there. 

The Atlantic Council review also 
calls for another Army brigade 
deployed to Europe either perma¬ 
nently or on rotation. The brigade, 
which would be based in Germany 
with elements in Poland, would be 
in addition to a rotational brigade 
already in Europe. 

Whether those assets would be 
enough to blunt a Russian invasion 
isn’t clear. A Rand Corp. report 
in 2016 said the minimum re¬ 
quirement would be seven NATO 
brigades, including three heavy 
armored brigades, supported by 
air power, land-based fire support 
and troops ready to fight at the 
onset of hostilities. 

Any additional boosts to the mili¬ 
tary mission in Poland and around 
the Baltics would hkely be met 
with condemnations and counter¬ 
actions from Russia. Moscow has 
repeatedly said it has no designs 
on NATO territory, but allies in 
the region remain unconvinced. 

The task force, however, con¬ 
cluded a more robust force is more 
likely to deter possible Russian 
military adventurism on NATO 
turf. 

“The task force strongly recom¬ 
mends that the United States, Po¬ 
land and the rest of the Alliance 
move forward on this basis,” the 
report said. 

vandiver.iohn@stripes.com 
Twitter: @iohn_vandiver 


Army, Navy roles 

One recommendation by the 
Atlantic Council task force is to 
expand a US. Army mission com¬ 
mand headquarters in Poznan, 
Poland, into a division-sized ele¬ 
ment and make it a permanent 
mission. The headquarters would 
be charged with ensuring the 
rapid flow of US. reinforcements 
to Poland and the Baltic states in 
times of crisis. 

Breedlove also envisions a 


Navy visits to Poland and to other 
Baltic Sea ports, the report said. 

The US. also should also seek 
to home-port Navy destroyers in 
Denmark, which would allow con¬ 
tinuous patrols in the Baltic Sea. 

“The mission might include 
anti-submarine warfare, maritime 
domain awareness, amphibious 
operations” and assets designed 
to counter an enemy strategy of 
denying access to the seas, the re¬ 
port said. 


Home-porting ships in Den¬ 
mark rather than Poland would 
avoid coming into conflict with 
the 1997 NATO-Russia Found¬ 
ing Act, which sought to reassure 
Moscow that allies wouldn’t posi¬ 
tion large combat formations in 
former Warsaw Pact nations on a 
permanent basis. 

Allies such as Germany have 
made clear they want to honor 
the agreement, though critics say 
it should be dissolved because 


Michael AsRAMs/Stars and Stripes 

An F-16 Fighting Falcon, with the 480th Fighter Squadron from Spangdahlem Air Base, Germany, rolls 
down the runway at Lask Air Base, Poland, in 2015. 


John VANOivER/Stars and Stripes Theron J. GooBOLo/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 

Left: Gen. Philip Breedlove, who led U.S. European Command and served as NATO supreme allied 
commander, stands atop an Abrams tank to meet with U.S. soldiers taking part in training at the Zagan 
Training Area in Poland in November 2015. Right: The destroyer USS Bainbridge and the Royal Navy 
frigate HMS Monmouth sail the Baltic Sea during the Baltic Operations exercise in June. 

determined Russian conventional attack ... could defeat these 
forward-deployed NATO and U.S. forces in a relatively short 
period of time, before reinforcements could be brought to bear. ^ 

“Permanent Deterrence: Enhancements to the U.S. Military Presence in North Central Europe” 

Atlantic Council task force report 





























Tuesday, December 25-Wednesday, December 26,2018 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 5 


WAR/MILITARY 


Kabul government 
building attacked; 


1 killed, 

By Amir Shah 

Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan — A 
suicide bomber exploded his car 
outside a Kabul building housing 
the government’s department for 
martyrs and disabled persons on 
Monday moments before gunmen 
stormed the building armed with 
automatic rifles and explosive 
devices, police chief spokesman 
Basir Mujahid said. 

Six people have been reported 
injured and a police officer has 
been killed in the attack, Mujahid 
said. 

Three of the gunmen were 
killed in a shootout with police. 
The attack occurred as workers 


6 injured 

were preparing to leave for the 
day, said Mujahid. 

Deputy Interior Ministry 
spokesman Nasrat Rahimi said 
200 employees had been evacuat¬ 
ed and are safe, but several other 
employees were still trapped in¬ 
side the building. Rahimi couldn’t 
say how many gunmen remained 
inside the building. 

Police have cordoned off the 
area in the east of the capital as 
they try to gain control of the 
situation. 

Mujahid said heavily armed 
police were going floor to floor 
searching the building to find the 
remaining gunmen. 

He said they received a phone 



Rahmat Gul/AP 


Flames rise from a government building after an explosion and attack by gunmen in Kabul, A^hanistan, 
on Monday. 


call from employees who were 
still trapped inside the building. 
They appeared to be calling from 
a safe place. They were told to 
wait until they receive word from 
police that it is safe to leave. 

Meanwhile, the sound of gun¬ 
fire had stopped as darkness set¬ 


tled on the capital, said Mujahid. 

Several apartment buildings 
as well as a government public 
works department building are 
located in the same eastern Kabul 
neighborhood where the attack 
occurred. Eyewitnesses reported 
that a portion of the government 


building was in flames, and sever¬ 
al smaller explosions were heard 
amid the ongoing gunbattle. 

No one claimed responsibihty 
but both the Tahban and the local 
Islamic State affiliate have car¬ 
ried out brazen daytime attacks in 
the capital. 


Iraqi PM says troops might deploy to Syria given US pullout plan 


By Philip Issa 

Associated Press 

BAGHDAD — Iraqi troops could deploy 
into neighboring Syria, Iraq’s prime min¬ 
ister said Monday, in the latest fallout from 
the US. decision to withdraw from the war- 
torn country. 


Adel Abdul-Mahdi said his government 
was “considering all the options” to protect 
Iraq from threats across its borders, days 
after President Donald Trump announced 
the US. would leave Syria. 

Iraq is keeping reinforcements along its 
frontier to guard against infiltration by Is¬ 
lamic State militants, who hold a pocket of 


territory along the Euphrates River. 

With the US. pulhng out of Syria, it leaves 
its allies, the Kurdish-led Syrian Democrat¬ 
ic Forces, to fight ISIS alone. 

It also leaves the SDF exposed to military 
action by Turkey, which says the group is 
linked to a Kurdish separatist organization 
operating within Turkish borders. 


SDF officials warned they would divert 
resources away from the battle against ISIS 
to defend against Turkey, which is amass¬ 
ing forces along its frontier. 

Also, the Syrian government could step 
into the fray, analysts warned, if it sees the 
opportunity to bring the SDF-controUed 
northeast back under its rule. 


Cold: Expert says affected troops are most often young and junior in rank 



John PENNELL/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 

Soldiers assigned to 2nd Battalion, 8th Field Artillery Regiment, 
battle stiff winds, subzero temperatures and blowing snow as they 
prepare to hook up their 155 mm howitzer to a CH-47 Chinook 
helicopter for a flight to Yiikon Training Area, Alaska, in March. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

“It’s an interesting question 
why. It’s definitely not as cold 
here,” said Mqj. Luke Mease, a 
preventive medicine doctor at 
U.S. Army Medical Department 
Activity-Bavaria. 

But temperature is just one of 
several factors, he said, including 
exposure time. 

“Cold weather injuries usu¬ 
ally occur when it’s cold and wet,” 
Mease said, and Bavarian winters 
are both cold and damp. 

He said chilblains, a nonfreez¬ 
ing but painful inflammation of 
small blood vessels in the skin that 
can cause itching, swelling and 
blistering, was the most common 
cold weather injury in Bavaria. 

“These cold injury cases tend 
to come in clusters,” he said. “If 
we have high-volume, high-activ¬ 
ity training events, we’ll see more 
cases.” 

Usually, he said, affected troops 
have been in the field overnight or 
longer. Most often, they’re young 
and junior in rank. 

“These may be the soldiers 
that are least likely to speak up,” 
Mease said. “I think it highhghts 
the importance for commanders 
and line leaders and [noncom¬ 
missioned officers] to really keep 
an eye on troops and make sure 
we’re taking care of these young 
soldiers.” 

Over the past five years, sol¬ 


diers under 25 had a far higher 
rate of cold injuries than older 
troops, the study showed — 76 per 
100,000 “person-years,” a term 
the military uses to include popu¬ 
lation while factoring in time at 
risk. By comparison, the rate for 
soldiers in their early 30s was 38 
per 100,000. 

The Army overall had the most 
cases last year of cold weather 
injuries, at 245, and the highest 
incident rate at 55 per 100,000 per¬ 
son-years. That was a 26 percent 
rise over the previous season. 

Frostbite, in which skin and un¬ 


derlying tissues freeze, remained 
the most common cold weather in¬ 
jury, according to the study. More 
than 760 soldiers were diagnosed 
with it over the past five years. 

Frostbite is graded in severity 
hke burns are. Mease said. It often 
requires hospitalization, may re¬ 
quire surgery and can lead to last¬ 
ing damage. 

“If somebody has a frostbite 
injury that affects the nerve, that 
nerve might not function the way 
it did before it got frozen,” he said. 
“We really want to prevent any of 
that from happening.” 


Hypothermia, a drop in body 
temperature below 95 degrees 
Fahrenheit, is the most life- 
threatening of cold weather in¬ 
juries. In February 1995, four 
soldiers in Army Ranger school 
died of it after spending hours 
training in chest-deep water in 
a Florida swamp. Over the past 
five years, it was diagnosed in 
soldiers 233 times. 

During the same period, the 
Army reported 217 cases of trench 
foot, also known as immersion 
foot, caused by having wet feet for 
too long. 

The study found that rates of 
frostbite were also markedly high¬ 
er among black troops and female 
troops. Those differences have 
been noted in previous studies and 
suggest that physiologic differenc¬ 
es and/or previous cold weather 
experience are possible explana¬ 
tions for increased susceptibility. 

“It’s an interesting finding and 
it’s significant that [commanders] 
know that,” Mease said. 

After the Army, the Marine 
Corps had the highest rate last 
year of cold injuries, at 46 per 
100,000 person-years. 

The Navy had the lowest 
rate at less than 10 per 100,000 
person-years. 

montgomery.nancy@stripes.com 
Twitter: @montgomerynance 
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‘A very influential period’ sevngin Germany had aw. 


impact on singer Johnny Cash 


By Martin E gnash 
Stars and Stripes 


LANDSBERG, Germany 

M any famous musicians 
have served in the armed 
forces, but it’s unlikely 
that any deployment to 
Europe influenced the history of 
rock ’n’ roll and country music as 
much as when Johnny Cash learned 
to play the guitar here. 

At 19, Cash volunteered to join 
the Air Force during the Korean 
War. He left his native Arkansas for 
Texas to begin training, then spent 
most of his time in service stationed 
in Landsberg am Lech, in southern 
Bavaria, working as a Morse code 
interceptor. 

The base at Landsberg, Germany, 
was the scene of heavy U.S. mili¬ 
tary activity in the decade following 
Word War II and was maintained 
into the 1980s. It is now a German 
air force base. 

In 1951, unable to travel, away 
from friends and family and with 
only one phone call home allowed 
per year, the young Cash felt lonely 
and isolated from the world when he 
arrived in Landsberg, he would later 
say. 

On the third day of his deployment, 
when Cash saw the documentary 
“Inside Folsom Prison” at the base 
theater, the film had a big impact 
on him and the music world. After¬ 
ward, he wrote the hit song “Folsom 
Prison Blues,” according to letters 
he sent back to his first wife, Vivian 
Liberto. 

“He (Johnny Cash) was here 
against his will, with no friends, not 
able to leave. So when he saw this 
film, it struck him that ‘they are 
like me. We are all prisoners here,’ 
and it left an impression on him that 
stuck with him his whole life,” base 
historian Herbert Wintersohl said. 
“It was a very influential period of 
his life.” 

As a radio interceptor. Cash 
worked in shifts and had a lot of time 
with not much to do, Wintersohl said. 
Thankfully for music. Cash bought a 
guitar in a local store off base and 
began learning to play. Cash eventu¬ 
ally started his first band on base, 
called the “Landsberg Barbarians,” 
a play on the name of the base news¬ 
paper, the “Landsberg Bavarian.” 

He played at events that would 
routinely pack the local officer club, 
Wintersohl said. 

During his three years in Ger¬ 
many, Cash worked on many songs 
that would later become famous. He 
also met an airman who referred to 
his service-issued footwear as “blue 
suede shoes.” He suggested while on 
tour in 1955 with Carl Perkins and 
Elvis Presley that the description 
would make a good song. 

When he was done with his Air 
Force tour in 1954, Cash returned 
to the United States and began the 
career that would have a lasting ef¬ 
fect on both rock ’n’ roll and country 
music. 

“Although he was only here (in 
Germany) for three years, it had a 
huge impact on who he became and, 
of course, the music that he became 
famous for,” Wintersohl said. 


Johnny Cash performs for servicemembers at Rhein-Main Air Base, West Germany, in 1958. It was one of two shows he played at 
NCO clubs on the base that night. 


Left: The barracks at the former U.S. Air Force base in Landsberg, Germany, where Johnny Cash lived from 1951 to 1954 , are 
shown. Right: Landsberg am Lech is the city where Cash bought his first guitar. 
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No sign of urgency to end shutdown seen 


By Steven T. Dennis 
AND Erik Wasson 
Bloomberg 

As the partial U.S. govern¬ 
ment shutdown enters a third 
day, lawmakers have left Wash¬ 
ington for the Christmas holiday 
with no sign of urgency to resolve 
the fight over President Donald 
Trump’s demand for border wall 
money. 

Unlike shutdowns of the past, 
Congress and the White House 
aren’t racing to reopen the gov¬ 
ernment. Offices of congressio¬ 
nal leaders who are responsible 
for negotiating with the president 
are shuttered as Trump remains 
at the White House after cancel¬ 
ing a trip to his Mar-a-Lago re¬ 
sort in Florida. 

Previous government closures 
have put Washington in crisis 
mode with round-the-clock talks, 
strategy sessions and public 
posturing. Not so this time. The 
next possibility for votes in the 
House and Senate is Thursday, 
but Democrats have indicated the 
two sides are far from a deal. If 
there’s no agreement, many law¬ 
makers won’t return until the 


new session of Congress starts on 
Jan. 3, when Democrats take con¬ 
trol of the House. 

“It’s very possible that the shut¬ 
down will go beyond the 28th and 
into the new Congress,” White 
House Budget Director Mick 
Mulvaney said on “Fox News 
Sunday.” 

The top Democrat in the House, 
Nancy Pelosi, of California, made 
a similar prediction. “Until Presi¬ 
dent Trump can publicly commit 
to a bipartisan resolution, there 
will be no agreement before Jan¬ 
uary when the new House Demo¬ 
cratic Majority will swiftly pass 
legislation to re-open govern¬ 
ment,” the California lawmaker, 
who is likely to become House 
speaker on Jan. 3, said in a letter 
Saturday to fellow Democrats. 

Unlike the other two shutdowns 
this year, the one that started Sat¬ 
urday includes only part of the 
federal government — nine of 15 
departments, representing about 
a quarter of the $1.24 trillion in 
government discretionary spend¬ 
ing for fiscal year 2019. Many 
of the biggest government func¬ 
tions, including the departments 
of Defense, Health and Human 


Services, and Veterans Affairs, 
have already been fully funded 
through September. 

The partial shutdown — along 
with Trump declaring Monday, 
Christmas Eve, a federal holi¬ 
day — may be contributing to a 
less-than-urgent approach to the 
negotiations. 

The fight between Democrats 
and Trump is over $5 billion for 
wall construction on the U.S.- 
Mexico border, a relatively small 
amount by Washington stan¬ 
dards. But both sides have staked 
out firm positions. Trump cam¬ 
paigned on building a wall, which 
he’d originally said Mexico would 
pay for. Democrats say a wall is 
wasteful and ineffective. 

The outcome of the shutdown 
will set the stage for the next two 
years of divided government in 
Washington, with Republicans in 
control of the White House and 
Senate and Democrats running 
the House. 

Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, R-Ky., said Trump 
and the Democrats need to re¬ 
solve the dispute over border 
funding before he brings up legis¬ 
lation to end the shutdown in the 


Senate. Even though Republicans 
hold a m^ority in the chamber, 
they need Democratic votes to get 
to the 60-vote threshold to pass 
funding measures. 

The two sides don’t appear 
close to a deal, even though their 
offers differ by a tiny fraction of 
the overall federal budget. 

There was a flurry of activ¬ 
ity Friday night and Saturday, 
including a proposal to end the 
impasse from the White House 
to Senate Minority Leader Chuck 
Schumer, D-N.Y. The Saturday 
offer was $2.5 billion for border 
security, including new fencing 
and $400 million for Trump im¬ 
migration priorities, according to 
a Democratic aide. 

Schumer has said Trump must 
abandon his border wall to reopen 
the government, while Trump 
has insisted he get more than the 
$1.6 billion for border upgrades 
that Senate Democrats previous¬ 
ly backed. The negotiations have 
centered on border security fund¬ 
ing amounts and how that spend¬ 
ing would be restricted. 

Even if House Democrats pass a 
bill in January with no wall fund¬ 


ing, and the Senate goes along, 
there’s no indication Trump 
would sign it or that Republicans 
would override the president to 
reopen the government — which 
requires a two-thirds vote in each 
chamber. 

Any ultimate deal will likely de¬ 
pend on what defines “the wall.” 
The White House has opened the 
door for a compromise by talking 
about “steel slats” rather than the 
concrete wall Trump touted in the 
past. Trump tweeted out a draw¬ 
ing of a barrier made with verti¬ 
cal spike-tipped slats last week. 

Mulvaney said on Fox News 
that the drawing in Trump’s 
tweet is what the administration 
wants. 

“In the Democrats’ mind, that 
is not a wall. So they have offered 
us $1.3 billion to build the barrier 
that we want — but then they go 
on TV and say there’s no money 
for the wall,” he said. “We’ve 
already told the Democrats we 
want to build what the president 
tweeted out. It doesn’t have to be 
a thirty-foot-tall concrete” bar¬ 
rier, he said. 


‘Somewhat’ approving Trump voters make re-election questionable 



Paul Sancya/AP 


Michael Bernstein, seen shopping in Troy, Mich., on Wednesday, 
voted for Donald Trump in 2016 and likely would do so again in 
2020, but is still critical of the president. 

^He’s supposed to represent the country. 
He doesn’t. He prefers to play in the dirt. ^ 

Michael Bernstein 

Trump voter 


Associated Press 

BLOOMFIELD HILLS, Mich. 
—Jill Mott doesn’t like the tweets. 
The hard line on the border is too 
hard. And when asked whether 
she will vote for President Donald 
Trump a second time, she lets out 
a long, deep sigh. 

“That is the question,” said 
Mott, a Republican from subur¬ 
ban Detroit. 

In her moment of hesitancy, 
Mott is the portrait of a small, but 
significant slice of voters poised 
to wield considerable influence in 
the 2020 presidential campaign. 
They are the 18 percent of vot¬ 
ers who described themselves as 
only “somewhat” approving of 
the president. 

It’s a group whose backing 
for Trump is most tenuous and 
whose reservations about his per¬ 
sonality and his policies reveal 
warning signs for Republicans, 
perhaps even more so as he dug 
in on his demand for a US.-Mex- 
ico border wall, leading to a bud¬ 
get impasse with Congress that 
has shut down the government 
around Christmas. 

An analysis of VoteCast, a na¬ 
tionwide poll of more than 115,000 
midterm voters conducted for The 
Associated Press by NORC at the 
University of Chicago, highlights 
the fractures. 

Compared with the 27 percent 
of voters who describe themselves 
as strong Trump supporters, the 
“somewhat” Trump voters are 
much more likely to disapprove 
of Trump on key issues such as 
immigration and health care 
and to express divergent opin¬ 
ions on a need for a border wall, 
gun control and climate change. 
They are much more likely to 


question his trustworthiness and 
temperament. 

They are less likely to call 
themselves conservative, less 
likely to be evangelical Christians 
and more likely to have voted for 
Democrats in 2018. They are 
more educated, somewhat more 
likely to be women, and more 
likely to live in suburbs. 

“How he presents himself is 
the biggest issue,” said Mott, a 
52-year-old occupational thera¬ 
pist, who addressed her concerns 
last week. She also worries about 


the president’s fiery approach to 
immigration. 

As Trump barrels into his third 
year in office and tightens his 
focus on his own re-election, he 
has paid scant attention to shor¬ 
ing up support from voters such 
as Mott. 

Still, Trump’s political future 
may depend on whether he can 
retain their support, particularly 
among the more educated and af¬ 
fluent suburban women who set 
aside their concerns about Trump 
two years ago and will be asked to 


do so again in 2020. Their back¬ 
ing helped Trump carve a path to 
the presidency through the indus¬ 
trial Midwest, but with little mar¬ 
gin for error. The president won 
Michigan, Wisconsin and Penn¬ 
sylvania by fewer than 80,000 
votes combined. 

VoteCast found that 16 percent 
of those who “somewhat” sup¬ 
ported Trump’s job performance 
decided to vote for Democratic 
House candidates in the Novem¬ 
ber midterms. That’s compared 
with 6 percent of those who self- 
identified as Trump’s “strong” 
supporters. 

Dozens of recent interviews 
across the area show that most re¬ 
luctant Trump supporters aren’t 
ready to turn their backs on him 
or his party. 

Michael Bernstein voted for 
Trump in 2016 and said he likely 
would do so again in 2020. Bern¬ 
stein, 52, points to the economy 
and to Trump’s success in getting 
justices approved to the U.S. Su¬ 
preme Court as evidence that he 
chose the right candidate, but the 
freelance auto writer from sub¬ 
urban Detroit could do without 
some of what Trump brings. 

“He’s supposed to represent 
the country and the people who 
don’t like him,” Bernstein added. 
“He doesn’t. He prefers to play in 
the dirt.” 

The VoteCast analysis sug¬ 
gests that a significant share of 
these wary Trump supporters 
have some views in common with 
Democrats in the Trump era. 

About half of Trump’s “some¬ 
what” supporters said Trump has 
the right temperament to serve 
effectively as president or consid¬ 
ered him honest and trustworthy. 

On health care, reluctant sup¬ 


porters are more likely to think 
government should be respon¬ 
sible for making sure all Ameri¬ 
cans have coverage and they’re 
far less likely to think President 
Barack Obama’s health care law 
should be repealed entirely. 

Immigration exposed another 
clear rift in the Trump coalition. 

Most Trump supporters favor 
building the border wall, but 
just 32 percent of his somewhat 
supporters are strongly in favor, 
compared with 80 percent of his 
strong approvers. 

While 60 percent of strong 
Trump backers said immigrants 
living in the United States illegal¬ 
ly should be deported, about 6 in 
10 reluctant supporters said those 
immigrants should be offered a 
chance to apply for legal status. 

Still, it’s not safe to assume that 
reluctant Trump supporters will 
abandon the president in his 2020 
re-election, said Republican poll¬ 
ster Frank Luntz, also a Trump 
skeptic. 

“They have rejected the Demo¬ 
crats. But they don’t fully em¬ 
brace Trump. So, the question is 
whether they stay with Trump or 
whether they stay home,” Luntz 
said. 

Republican leaders are aware of 
the divisions within Trump’s base 
of support, yet few expect Trump 
to moderate his tone or policies to 
appeal to wavering supporters. 
Some hope he’ll learn to focus his 
message on the economy. 

About 90 percent of Trump’s 
somewhat supporters are still 
supportive of his handling of the 
economy, and 8 in 10 said he is 
a strong leader, he is bringing 
needed change to the govern¬ 
ment and he stands up for what 
he believes. 
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Affidavits detail collection 
of absentee ballots in NC 



Nati Harnik/AP 


Kristi Meyers, Uncoln Public Schools bus driver, loads children onto 
her bus Thursday in Lincoln, Neb. School districts throughout the 
country are struggling to recruit new school bus drivers. 

School bus driver 
shortage challenges 
districts across US 


Associated Press 

RALEIGH, N.C. — Affidavits 
released Sunday by North Caroli¬ 
na’s elections board allege absen¬ 
tee ballots were collected from 
voters by the man at the center 
of vote fraud allegations or those 
working for him. 

These latest documents focus 
on last month’s disputed 9th Con¬ 
gressional District race, the year’s 
only unre¬ 
solved con¬ 
gressional 
election. In¬ 
vestigators 
are looking 
into wheth¬ 
er McCrae 
Dowless and 
others work¬ 
ing on behalf 
of GOP can- 
Dowless didate Mark 
Harris ran an illegal operation to 
collect large numbers of absentee 
ballots from voters in at least two 
counties. 

In the batch of affidavits re¬ 
leased Sunday, registered voter 
Christopher Eason, of Bladen- 
boro, alleges he gave his signed 
but otherwise blank mail-in ab¬ 
sentee ballot directly to Dowless, 
who had been hired by the chief 
strategist for Harris’ campaign. 
It’s illegal for anyone other than a 
close relative or guardian to take 
a person’s ballot. 

“I signed the absentee ballot 
envelope but left the ballot com¬ 
pletely blank. I did not make any 
selections in any of the contests 


WASHINGTON — Supreme 
Court Justice Ruth Bader Gins- 
burg is up and working as she re¬ 
cuperates from cancer surgery. 

A spokeswoman for the court, 
Kathy Arberg, also said that 
Ginsburg remained in New York 


on the ballot,” Eason said in his 
affidavit signed Dec. 7, adding 
that Dowless came to his home 
and asked for his absentee ballot. 

Voter Hazel Guyton, of Bladen- 
boro, said in an affidavit that she 
filled out her absentee ballot and 
Dowless and a woman stopped by 
to pick it up. She said he’d been 
“doing that for me for several 
years,” though she states she suf¬ 
fers no legal disabilities. 

Dowless is a “person of inter¬ 
est” in an ongoing criminal inves¬ 
tigation into irregularities in the 
9th District race. His attorney, 
Cynthia Adams Singletary, did 
not answer Sunday calls but has 
asserted previously that Dow¬ 
less hasn’t broken any campaign 
laws. 

Also released Sunday was an 
analysis by a Harvard University 
professor who determined rates 
of unreturned absentee ballots 
in two 9th District counties were 
“extreme statistical outliers.” 

Stephen Ansolabehere, a gov¬ 
ernment professor at Harvard, 
said absentee mail voting pat¬ 
terns in Blade and Robeson coun¬ 
ties differed considerably from 
other North Carolina counties in 
two ways: the “exceedingly high 
rates” of unreturned ballots and 
the performance of the Republi¬ 
can candidate in those areas. 

“Mark Harris greatly over¬ 
performed in these two counties 
when compared with what one 
might have expected based on 
patterns elsewhere,” he wrote in 
his analysis. 

The affidavits and the absen- 


at Memorial Sloan Kettering 
Cancer Center on Sunday. No 
information has been released 
on when Ginsburg might return 
home. 

Ginsburg underwent surgery 
Friday to remove two malignant 
growths in her left lung. Doctors 
say there is no evidence of any re- 


tee ballot analysis for Robeson 
County and the portion of Bladen 
County in the 9th District were 
filed by attorneys for Demo¬ 
crat Dan McCready, who trailed 
Harris by 905 votes in unofficial 
results. Harris, McCready and 
candidates in a few other local 
races affected by the absentee 
ballot probe had until Friday to 
submit evidence for the board to 
review in advance of its Jan. 11 
hearing. 

Neither Harris nor his cam¬ 
paign provided any such evidence 
or affidavits before the deadline, 
elections board lawyer Josh Law- 
son said Sunday. The candidates 
have until Jan. 6 to submit legal 
briefs to the board, which could 
ultimately order a new election 
or certify the results. The certi¬ 
fication delay means no one will 
be representing the south-central 
9th District when the new session 
of Congress begins Jan. 3. 

Other affidavits from local res¬ 
idents provided by McCready’s 
attorneys and released Sunday 
also alleged that Dowless had 
held hundreds of absentee ballots 
unlawfully or “trashed” them as a 
way to affect election outcomes. 

In a separate matter before state 
judges, elections board Chair¬ 
man Joshua Malcolm said in an 
affidavit Friday that the board’s 
investigative staff members have 
conducted 100 interviews related 
to the election irregularities and 
are reviewing more than 182,000 
documents produced from 12 
subpoenas. 


maining disease. 

Now 85, the justice has been 
treated for cancer two other 
times. Last month she cracked 
three ribs in a fall at the court. 

The court next meets on Jan. 
7. Despite her health problems, 
Ginsburg has never missed 
arguments. 


By Grant Schulte 

Associated Press 

LINCOLN, Neb. — School dis¬ 
tricts throughout the US. are 
struggling to find school bus driv¬ 
ers, a challenge that has wors¬ 
ened with low unemployment and 
a strong economy. 

The problem has become so 
severe that some districts are of¬ 
fering sign-up bonuses for new 
drivers, while others rely on me¬ 
chanics, custodians and other 
school employees to fill the gap. 
For parents and students, the 
shortage can mean longer waits 
for a ride to school and more 
crowded buses. 

The shortage stems from a va¬ 
riety of factors, including limited 
work hours and high barriers to 
entry. Drivers generally need 
a commercial driver’s license, 
which requires training, some¬ 
times without pay, said Mike 
Martin, executive director of 
the National Association of Pupil 
Transportation. 

“Unless you have something to 
fill in the gaps (between drives), 
you can’t make the money you 
need to support your family,” 
Martin said. “These days, most 
people are looking for some kind 
of regular, full-time hours.” 

In Iowa’s Southeast Polk Com¬ 
munity School District, trans¬ 
portation director Daniel Schultz 
said the persistent shortage has 
grown worse in the suburban Des 
Moines district because there 
aren’t as many retired farmers, 
a group that commonly took the 
job for extra income. Now, the 
district relies on 51 drivers — 
mostly retirees and stay-at-home 
parents — to transport roughly 
3,400 students to and from school 
each day. 

Even with administrators and 
bus mechanics filling in, the 
shortage has also resulted in 
fewer routes, more children wait¬ 
ing at each stop, and crowded 
buses. The district needs to hire 
six to eight more drivers, Schultz 
said. 


“We have to do double duty,” 
Schultz said. “Right now. I’m driv¬ 
ing and doing my regular job. The 
mechanics are driving and doing 
their regular jobs — so, instead of 
having eight hours a day, I only 
get them for four. It’s like pulling 
a teacher out of the classroom for 
half a day and still expecting the 
same job to get done.” 

In Lincoln, Neb., some posi¬ 
tions remain unfilled even after 
the local school district offered 
$1,000 signing bonuses for new 
hires and a guaranteed six-hour 
day for all drivers. Officials also 
recruited an Omaha-based con¬ 
tractor to provide extra drivers 
when needed to help transport 
roughly 4,000 students a day. The 
district faced a shortage of 32 
drivers this year but has reduced 
it to eight, transportation director 
Ryan Robley said. 

Kristi Meyers, a Lincoln Pub¬ 
lic Schools bus driver for six 
years, said she loves her job and 
knows every student by name but 
wouldn’t have been able to stay 
without the guaranteed hours 
and retirement benefits offered 
to senior drivers. Meyers drives 
routes throughout the day for el¬ 
ementary-age children and older 
youths who are in a job skills 
training program. In the sum¬ 
mer, she drives a bus carrying 
farm workers to make ends meet. 

Meyers said the job is con¬ 
sidered part-time work, which 
prevents drivers from collecting 
unemployment benefits if they get 
laid off or getting paid holidays. 

Martin, of the National Asso¬ 
ciation of Pupil Transportation, 
said many districts require split 
morning and afternoon shifts for 
their drivers, which some con¬ 
sider a hassle. Keeping an eye on 
noisy children while facing away 
from them can be difficult as 
well, he said. 

“It really takes a special type 
of personality” to deal with the is¬ 
sues, Martin said. “Many people 
just don’t have a burning desire to 
face those aspects of the job.” 


Chief: Shooting at party was accidental, foolish 


The Washington Post 

A shooting at a holiday gathering of off-duty 
Prince George’s County, Md., police officers was 
accidental “jackassery,” Chief Hank Stawinski said 
in a statement Saturday, and eight of the 11 police 
officers who were suspended after the incident are 
back on duty. Three officers remain suspended with 
pay as the investigation into last week’s incident 
continues. 

The 11 officers were at a party at a private home 
in Brandywine, Md., on Dec. 15. At one point, one of 
the officers was handling a privately owned weapon 
and it discharged, the police said. 

The bullet hit the officer in the hand, then rico¬ 
cheted and grazed another officer’s leg, the depart¬ 
ment said. Both officers were airlifted to hospitals 
by helicopter and were released the next day. The 
statement said officials believe there was no ill in¬ 


tent involved. 

But Stawinski said the shooting was cause for 
concern. 

“I was relieved when it was confirmed that nei¬ 
ther of the officer’s injuries was serious, but I was 
and remain disappointed in the jackassery that led 
to this incident, which has negatively impacted the 
injured and involved officers, their families, and our 
community,” the chief said in a statement. “I expect 
the women and men of this institution to serve as 
examples to others.” 

Two of the three officers who are suspended are 
assigned to the Emergency Services Team. The 
third is assigned to the Bureau of Investigations. 

The department has not said whether the home 
where the shooting occurred was owned by an offi¬ 
cer or whether there were civilians at the party, nor 
have officials said whether alcohol was involved. 



Court says Ginsburg working after surgery 

Associated Press 
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Borderline Bar dusts off its cowboy boots 



Ben Ginsburg, 23 , of Woodland Hills, and Kylie Rice, 19, of Simi 
Valley, dance at Borderline Country Night at The Canyon Club on 
Thursday in Agoura Hills, Calif. 


By Esmeralda Bermudez 
Los Angeles Times 

LOS ANGELES — Border¬ 
line Bar and Grill was a place 
you could go to dance away your 
worries. 

Even after what happened 
there last month, regulars still 
wanted to do that together — so 
they met up and danced in park¬ 
ing lots, in backyards, in a barn, 
at the mall. 

Borderline’s brown stucco 
building has been off limits since 
Nov. 7, when a local former Ma¬ 
rine stormed the Thousand Oaks 
bar and 13 people, including the 
shooter, died. The walkway lead¬ 
ing up to it has become a giant me¬ 
morial, with wreaths, American 
flags, pumpkins, cowboy boots, 
teddy bears and a Christmas tree 
with stockings for each victim. 

The front door is behind 
a chain-link fence. The win¬ 
dows people frantically jumped 
through to escape are boarded up 
with plywood. 

Owner Brian Hynes says it is 
too soon to know whether he’ll 
ever reopen. But he did so for one 
night last week, in a way. 

On Thursday, more than a thou¬ 
sand people — including many 
survivors and parents of some 
victims — gathered in their cow¬ 


boy boots for the first night of line 
dancing Hynes had organized 
since his bar closed. 

The event was held eight miles 
east in Agoura Hills, in a bar 
called The Canyon. But as the 
music played and the room filled, 
many felt the old Borderline 
warmth. 

Their longtime DJ, Josh Kelly, 
was up on stage, hyping up the 
crowd in a bright red Santa hat. 


Kent Nishimura, Los Angeles Times/TNS 


Their dance instructor. Candy 
Sherwin, was leading a two-step. 
Jerry Sears, 76, a Borderline den¬ 
izen of 25 years, shuffled across 
the dance floor as always. 

“Hey Jerry!” someone shouted 
from the stage. “I love your dance 
moves.” 

Since the shooting, it’s been dif¬ 
ficult for the bar’s family to know 
where to go in Borderline’s stead 
— though a lot of people have 


been determined to find ways to 
reunite. 

“You can take Borderline out of 
that building, but you can never 
take Borderline out of us,” said 
Alyssa Baccillieri, 22. “We’re al¬ 
ways going to find a way to come 
together.” 

People have offered up their 
homes for small dances, trying 
to fill the void. Some have tried 
going to other country spots. 

Katie Wilkie, 24, drove one 
night with her friends all the way 
to a club in Anaheim. 

People were nice she said. 
So was the music. But it wasn’t 
Borderline. 

“It’s like walking into your 
friend’s house,” she said. “You 
feel welcome, but it’s just not 
home.” 

Borderline was a laid-back 
place where it was easy for any¬ 
one to fit in. The whole neighbor¬ 
hood was welcome and blended 
together there: college students, 
moms, grandparents. Most who 
stopped by quickly felt at home. 
It didn’t matter if they couldn’t 
dance or didn’t know anyone at 
first. 

The shooting instantly shat¬ 
tered that sense of security. It 
was all confusion, all chaos. Gun¬ 
fire cracked across the crowded 
dance floor. People called their 


moms crying. They smashed win¬ 
dows to flee. 

Some who died had worked at 
the bar; others just liked going 
there. There was Justin Meek, 
23, the beloved bouncer and bar 
promoter. Kristina Morisette, 20, 
the cashier at the front desk who 
greeted everyone with a big smile. 
Sean Adler, 48, a father of two 
who had just opened a local coffee 
shop called Rivalry Roasters. 

Police said the shooter, Ian 
David Long, 28, had been to Bor¬ 
derline before. But he didn’t have 
ties there. He didn’t even have 
beefs there. The regulars still 
wonder why their place of all 
places in the world. 

Survivors of the shooting con¬ 
tinue to stick together for comfort. 
They meet up at one another’s 
houses; some have gotten match¬ 
ing bracelets or tattoos. 

They’ve raised money to help 
victims’ families and to try to 
help Hynes and the more than 40 
Borderline employees who lost 
their jobs when the bar became a 
crime scene. 

So many people showed up at 
The Canyon on Thursday night 
that a line formed as they waited 
for their turns to get in. They 
wore “Borderline Strong” T- 
shirts bearing the names of the 
12 victims on the back. 
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Indonesia continues search 
for victims as death toll rises 


By Niniek Karmini 

Associated Press 



Moises Castillo/AP 

Irineo Mujica, left, an activist with Pueblo Sin Fronteras, or People 
Without Borders, is accompanied by an unidentified man as he 
enters the U.S. Consulate during a demonstration by Central 
American migrants on Dec. 11 in Tijuana, Mexico. 

Caravan escort group 
is drawing criticism 


TANJUNG LESUNG, Indone¬ 
sia — Efforts to collect hundreds 
of bodies and save the injured 
were stepped up in Indonesia on 
Monday following the country’s 
latest tsunami as scientists col¬ 
lected evidence on how a volcanic 
eruption triggered the weekend 
tragedy. 

Casualty figures from Satur¬ 
day night’s disaster continued to 
rise, with at least 373 people con¬ 
firmed dead and more than 1,400 
injured. 

The death toll was certain to 
rise further, with 128 people still 
missing from the affected areas 
along the coastlines of western 
Java and southern Sumatra is¬ 
lands, where hundreds of military 
personnel and volunteers were 
conducting their grim search 
along debris-strewn beaches. 

Where victims were found, yel¬ 
low, orange and black body bags 
were laid out, and weeping rela¬ 
tives identified the dead. 

The waves that swept locals 
and tourists into the sea along the 
Sunda Strait followed an eruption 
and apparent landslide on Anak 
Krakatau, or “Child of Krakatoa,” 
one of the world’s most famous 
volcanic islands. 

Hotels and hundreds of homes 
were heavily damaged by the 


SANAA, Yemen — A U.N. team 
led by a Dutch officer arrived 
Sunday at Hodeida to monitor a 
cease-fire that went into force in 
the Red Sea port city where Ye¬ 
men’s civil war rivals have been 
fighting for months, according to 
security officials and witnesses. 

The team, led by M^. Gen. Pat¬ 
rick Cammaert, had earlier flown 
into Sanaa, Yemen’s capital, from 
Aden, the home-in-exile of Ye¬ 
men’s internationally recognized 
government. 

The witnesses and officials 


Associated Press 

MOSCOW — Rescue teams on 
Sunday found the bodies of nine 
construction workers who were 
trapped inside a burning potash 
mine in Russia’s Ural Mountains, 
while Russian officials opened 
a criminal investigation of the 
accident. 

A fire erupted Saturday at the 
mine operated by fertilizer com¬ 
pany Uralkali in the Perm region 
east of Moscow. Uralkali said 
two teams of workers were doing 
maintenance work in the mine 


waves. Broken chunks of concrete 
and splintered sticks of wood lit¬ 
tered hard-hit coastal areas, turn¬ 
ing popular beach areas into near 
ghost towns. Debris from thatch- 
bamboo shacks was strewn along 
the coast. 

The Indonesian Medical As¬ 
sociation of the worst-affected 
Banten region said that it sent 
doctors, medical supplies and 
equipment. 

It was the second deadly tsu¬ 
nami to hit seismically active 
Indonesia this year. A powerful 
earthquake triggered a tsunami 
that hit Sulawesi island in Sep¬ 
tember, giving residents a brief 
warning before the waves struck. 

On Saturday night, however, 
the ground did not shake to alert 
people before the waves ripped 
buildings from their foundations 
and swept terrified concertgoers 
celebrating on a resort beach into 
the sea. 

President Joko Widodo, who 
faces what promises to be a tough 
re-election campaign next year, 
responded Monday to the lack of 
any warning of the disaster with 
a vow to have all equipment used 
for detection of tsunamis replaced 
or repaired. 

Sutopo PurwoNugroho, spokes¬ 
man for the Indonesia Disaster 
Mitigation Agency, acknowledged 
on Twitter that the country’s net¬ 
work of detection buoys had been 


said the convoy of the U.N. team 
arrived in Hodeida amid heavy 
security provided by the anti¬ 
government Shiite rebels. Both 
Hodeida and Sanaa are under 
rebel control. 

Cammaert’s first task in Ho¬ 
deida will be to assess the mili¬ 
tary and security situation on the 
ground and estimate the num¬ 
ber of monitors that will be re¬ 
quired in the near future, said the 
officials. 

A mqjor security concern, they 
said, was the protection of the 
monitors from Islamic militants 
known to live in the city. 

The arrival of the team in Ho- 


and operations had been suspend¬ 
ed while they labored. 

Officials said 17 construction 
workers were in the mine when 
the fire broke out and eight of 
them were quickly evacuated. The 
blaze cut off access to nine other 
workers who were in a different 
section. Russian news agencies 
quoted the rescue operation’s 
headquarters as saying the res¬ 
cue was refocused as an effort to 
recover the men’s bodies. 

The workers were trapped 
1,200 feet underground, and it 
took several attempts before 


dysfunctional since 2012, due to 
vandalism and budget shortfalls. 

But the head of Indonesia’s 
Meteorology, Climatology and 
Geophysics Agency, Dwikorita 
Kamawati, said Monday that 
the tsunami was caused by 
Krakatau’s volcanic activity, so 
could not have been picked up 
by her agency’s sensors, which 
monitor the conventional tectonic 
earthquakes that are responsible 
for more than 90 percent of Indo¬ 
nesia’s tsunamis. 

With Anak Krakatau still erupt¬ 
ing, she warned people to avoid 
activities around coastal areas in 
the coming days. 

Scientists, including those from 
Indonesia’s Meteorology and 
Geophysics Agency, said the tsu¬ 
nami could have been caused by 
landslides — either aboveground 
or underwater — on the steep 
slope of the erupting volcano. The 
scientists also cited tidal waves 
caused by the full moon. 

Gegar Prasetya, co-founder of 
the Tsunami Research Center 
Indonesia, said the tsunami was 
likely caused by a flank collapse 
— when a big section of a volca¬ 
no’s slope gives way. It’s possible 
for an eruption to trigger a land¬ 
slide aboveground or beneath the 
ocean, both capable of producing 
waves, he said. 


deida follows charges by both 
sides over the past week that the 
other was breaching the truce, 
reached in peace talks held in 
Sweden earlier this month. 

In addition to the cease-fire, the 
agreement provides for the trans¬ 
fer of control of Hodeida’s ports 
from the rebels, who are known 
as Houthis, to local administra¬ 
tors and security personnel. 

Some 70 percent of Yemen’s 
imports come through Hodeida, 
and the Sweden deal is designed 
in part to facilitate the arrival 
of relief supplies to push Yemen 
back from the brink of famine. 


searchers could safely reach the 
site. Firefighters were unable 
to extinguish the blaze for more 
than 36 hours. 

The Perm region declared 
Monday a day of mourning for the 
workers who died at the mine in 
Solikamsk, which is located 740 
miles east of Moscow. 

The Investigative Commit¬ 
tee said Sunday it launched a 
criminal probe of possible safety 
violations and had detained four 
employees of the subcontractor 
which was in charge of the main¬ 
tenance work. 


By Elliot Spagat 
AND Julie Watson 
Associated Press 

TIJUANA, Mexico — Thou¬ 
sands of Central Americans jour¬ 
neying toward the United States 
were 2,500 miles from their des¬ 
tination in October when they 
reached a moment of decision: 
Should they press on toward the 
U.S. border? Or should they stop 
and put down roots in Mexico, 
where the government offered to 
let them stay? 

Pueblo Sin Fronteras, a group 
of activists escorting the cara¬ 
van, warned the migrants that 
the offer might be too good to be 
true and called a voice vote on 
whether to continue. 

“Let’s keep going!” the crowd 
yelled amid applause. 

And they kept going. Thou¬ 
sands are now in Tijuana on the 
U.S. border, where they are likely 
to be camped for months or lon¬ 
ger with no easy way to get into 
the United States, creating what 
is fast becoming a humanitarian 
crisis in this overwhelmed city. 

Many blame Pueblo Sin Fron¬ 
teras, or People Without Borders 
made up of about 40 U.S. and 
Mexican activists. 

Critics, including former allies 
and some of the migrants them¬ 
selves, say Pueblo Sin Fronteras 
downplayed the dangers of such 
treks, especially for families and 
small children, and misled the 
participants about how long they 
would have to wait on the Mexi¬ 
can side to apply for asylum. 

Adelaida Gonzalez, 37, of Gua¬ 
temala City, who joined the cara¬ 
van with her 15-year-old son and 
neighbor, said that now that she is 
in Tijuana, she wishes she had ac¬ 
cepted Mexico’s offer to stay and 
work in the southern Mexican 
state of Chiapas. 

“We were never told along the 
way that it would be this hard,” 
said Gonzalez, after seeing the 
border wall topped with razor 
wire and the long waiting list for 
asylum-seekers. 

A Pueblo Sin Fronteras leader. 


Irineo Mujica, emphatically re¬ 
jected the criticism. 

“Our commitment first and 
foremost was protecting the lives 
of migrants and giving them as 
much information as possible,” 
Mujica said. “To blame the people 
who are helping is crazy.” 

Pueblo Sin Fronteras founder 
Roberto Corona said in the orga¬ 
nization’s defense that attorneys, 
along the way, told the migrants 
they could be held in U.S. deten¬ 
tion centers for months and possi¬ 
bly separated from their children. 
In the end, he said, the migrants 
— many of whom are fleeing pov¬ 
erty and violence in Honduras, El 
Salvador and Guatemala — made 
their own decision. 

“They know the wall is very 
big, and they will not be very 
welcome in the U.S. by many peo¬ 
ple,” Corona said, “but still they 
have hope of coming here, that 
at least their rights will be more 
protected, and they will be able to 
make a living.” 

This is the fourth and biggest 
caravan of Central American asy¬ 
lum-seekers that Pueblo Sin Fron¬ 
teras has helped reach Tijuana, a 
trek that angered President Don¬ 
ald Trump and prompted him to 
send troops to the border. 

Pueblo Sin Fronteras main¬ 
tains it simply accompanies the 
migrants to protect their rights. 
But the organization clearly 
plays an essential role. It helped 
charter the route, arrange bus 
transportation and negotiate with 
Mexican officials to provide pro¬ 
tection. It also raised more than 
$46,000 online for emergency 
housing and food. 

Migrants say they are grateful 
for all Pueblo Sin Fronteras has 
done, but they were not prepared 
for the long wait in Tijuana. 

Esmeralda Siu, a Tijuana shel¬ 
ter manager, said many caravan 
members knew nothing about the 
difficulty in getting asylum. 

“They come in desperation and 
so they hear what they want to 
hear,” she said. As for their es¬ 
corts, “It seems like they are put¬ 
ting the migrants at great risk.” 


UN cease-fire monitors arrive in Yemen 

By Ahmed Al-Haj 

Associated Press 


Russia opens probe of mine fire that killed 9 
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Japan's emperor marks 
last birthday on throne 


By Mari Yamaguchi 

Associated Press 

TOKYO — Japanese Emperor 
Akihito, marking his 85th birth¬ 
day —his last before his upcoming 
abdication—said he feels relieved 
that his reign is coming to an end 
without having seen his country 
at war and that it is important to 
keep telling younger people about 
the nation’s wartime history. 

“It gives my deep comfort that 
the Heisei era is coming to an 
end, free of war in Japan,” Akihi¬ 
to, his voice trembling with emo¬ 
tion, said at a news conference 
at the palace that was recorded 
last week and released Sunday. 
“It is important not to forget that 
countless lives were lost in World 
War II and that the peace and 
prosperity of postwar Japan was 
built upon the numerous sacri¬ 
fices and tireless efforts made by 
the Japanese people, and to pass 
on this history accurately to those 
born after the war.” 

Akihito’s 30-year reign of the 
Heisei is the only era without war 
in Japan’s modern history. Pray¬ 
ing for peace and making amends 


for a war fought in the name of his 
father, Hirohito, has become a ca¬ 
reer mission for Akihito, who suc¬ 
ceeded the throne in 1989. 

Akihito is set to abdicate on 
April 30, to be succeeded by his 
eldest son. 
Crown Prince 
Naruhito, on 
May 1. Sun¬ 
day’s birthday 
celebration is 
Akihito’s last 
in his reign. 

Tens of 
thousands of 
well-wishers 
who gathered 
atTokyo’s Im¬ 
perial Palace 
to celebrate 
the occasion 
cheered and 
waved small 
rising-sun 
flags as Aki¬ 
hito and his family appeared on 
the balcony to greet and thank 
them. 

As emperor, Akihito has made 
unprecedented visits to the Phil¬ 
ippines and other Pacific islands 
conquered by Japan early in 


World War II and devastated in 
fierce fighting as the U.S.-led al¬ 
lies took them back. Though Aki¬ 
hito has avoided a direct apology, 
he has subtly stepped up his ex¬ 
pressions of regret in recent 
years in carefully scripted state¬ 
ments on the war. 

Akihito said he won’t forget 
those trips with his wife. Empress 
Michiko, and thanked those coun¬ 
ties for welcoming them despite 
their bitter memories of the war. 

“I am grateful to each of those 
countries for welcoming us with 
warm hospitality,” he said. 

At home, Akihito particularly 
cared about Okinawa’s difficult 
history. The small southern island 
was the only site of ground battle 
in Japan. Okinawa was under US. 
occupation until 1972, two de¬ 
cades behind the mainland, and 
is still burdened with American 
troops stationed in Japan. 

Okinawans feel they have been 
sacrificed for the mainland as 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s 
pro-US. government is currently 
forcing a relocation of the disput¬ 
ed Marine Corps Air Station on 
Okinawa’s eastern coast. 


'i* ■ 

It gives 
me deep 
comfort 
that the 
Heisei era 
is coming 
to an end, 
free of war 
in Japan. ^ 

Japanese 

Emperor 

Akihito 



Kyodo News/AP 


Japanese Emperor Akihito and Empress Michiko, foreground, drink 
a toast during a tea party to celebrate his 85th birthday at the 
Imperial Palace in Tokyo. Crown Prince Naruhito is seen behind the 
emperor and Prince Akishino is at the rear. 



Cesare Abbate, ANSA/AP 


An archaeologist inspects the remains of a horse skeleton at a 
Pompeii, Italy, archaeological site on Sunday. 


Harnessed horse unearthed in 
ancient stable in Italian suburb 


Associated Press 

ROME — Archaeologists have 
unearthed the petrified remains 
of a harnessed horse and saddle 
in the stable of an ancient villa in 
a Pompeii suburb in Italy. 

Pompeii archaeological park 
head Massimo Osanna told Ital¬ 
ian news agency ANSA that the 
villa belonged to a high-ranking 


military officer, perhaps a gener¬ 
al, during ancient Roman times. 

Osanna was quoted on Sun¬ 
day as saying the remains of two 
or three other horses were also 
discovered. 

The villa’s terraces had views 
of the Bay of Naples and the is¬ 
land of Capri. The area was pre¬ 
viously excavated during the 


early 1900s but later reburied. 

The volcanic eruption of Mount 
Vesuvius destroyed flourishing 
Pompeii, near present-day Na¬ 
ples, in 79 A.D. 

Osanna said suffocating volca¬ 
nic ash or boiling vapors killed 
the horses. He hopes the villa 
eventually will be open for public 
visits. 


Motels, condoms, the pill in hot demand for Christmas in South Korea 


^They say if you don’t have a lover to spend 
it with, it’s a lonely and miserable holiday, f 

Lucy Kim 

resident of Seoul, South Korea 


By Victoria Kim 

Los Angeles Times 

SEOUL, South Korea — It’s 
Christmastime in Seoul, the city 
decked out in festive lights, store¬ 
fronts adorned with red-and-white 
decorations and the steady clang 
of Salvation Army bells echoing 
through subway stops. 

Here, though, it’s not the lat¬ 
est popular toys that fly off the 
shelves this time of year. In hot 
demand instead are birth control 
pills, condoms and Christmas- 
themed hngerie. A reservation at 
one of Seoul’s many rent-by-the- 
hour motels on Christmas Day? 
Many book up weeks earlier, even 
at prices that can be double or 
more the normal rate. 

Christmas, first brought to this 
nation by American missionaries 
in the late 19th century and desig¬ 


nated a public holiday under U.S. 
mihtary rule in the 1940s, has 
since evolved into a very different 
kind of celebration than the one 
across the Pacific. 

Even though South Korea 
is about 30 percent Christian, 
Christmas is widely celebrated as 
a secular lover’s holiday not unlike 
Valentine’s Day, especially among 
the younger generation. 

And because it’s customary for 
most unmarried young adults to 
hve with their parents, Christmas 
has become a cherished occasion 
for couples to seek some privacy. 
So much so that a few years ago, 
the convenience store chain 7- 
Eleven Korea said it sold more 
condoms on Christmas Day than 
any other day of the year. 

“It’s just expected that you 
spend it with a lover,” said college 
student Jamie Park, 24. 


His girlfriend, Lucy Kim, 27, 
chimed in, “They say if you don’t 
have a lover to spend it with, it’s a 
lonely and miserable holiday.” 

Park and Kim, who have been 
dating about a month, stood on a 
frigid Seoul street corner giggling 
and feeding each other spoonfuls 
of ice cream near a stream deco¬ 
rated with holiday lights. They 
were planning to go to a concert 
on Tuesday for their first Christ¬ 
mas together. 

The two hadn’t yet settled on 
plans beyond the concert, but Park 


said several of his friends were 
complaining about the difficulty 
of booking a motel for Christmas 
night. One resourceful friend had 
booked a room a month ago. 

How Christmas in Korea came 
to be more naughty than nice is 
a tale of the unlikely confluence 
of American cultural influence, 
military rule and young Koreans 
eager to party. 

After initially being celebrated 
as a religious hohday here by a 
small number of Christians in 
the early part of the 20th century. 


Christmas gained popularity in 
the years after the Korean War 
truce in 1953. During those years, 
the typically strictly enforced 
nighttime curfew was lifted on 
Christmas Day by the U.S. forces 
controlling Seoul. 

American-style dance halls 
were springing up around the 
same time, and while police usual¬ 
ly cracked down on them as mor¬ 
ally objectionable, they were given 
a pass on Christmas, according to 
Kang Jun-man, a communications 
professor at Chonbuk University 
who surveyed accounts in Kore¬ 
an newspapers about Christmas 
celebrations. 

The holiday never took hold as 
a family celebration because most 
families already gather during 
two Korean holidays — the Lunar 
New Year and the mid-autumn 
harvest festival. 
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THE 

SUCCESSFUL 

LIFE: 

A PERSONALITY 
QUIZ 


What Is the thing 
you’re most 
excited about 
when you wake up 
in the morning? 


The 

Snooze 

button 


MY MOT/WTtOW 1$ U$S 
THAN STSUAR. 





Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Society newbies 
5 “Evita” narrator 
8 Bottle stopper 

12 Cameo shape 

13 Non-clerical 

14 “East of 
Eden”son 

15 Girl’s shoe style 

17 Jules Verne 
captain 

18 Away from WSW 

19 Help 

20 Take as 
one’s own 

21 Workout venue 

22 Author Tan 

23 Eye drops 

26 Mythical beast 

30 Green 
Gables girl 

31 Parched 

32 Nepal’s continent 

33 Stop sign shape 

35 Adversary 

36 Highland hat 

37 Menlo Park 
monogram 

38 Rushmore figure 

41 Cooking fuel 

42 Designer 
Claiborne 

45 Mystique 

46 Jet-setter’s 
way of life 

48 Muffin choice 

49 Antlered grazer 

50 Annoys 

12-25 


51 Not all 

52 Director Craven 

53 Bygone days 

DOWN 

1 Stadium top 

2 Novelist Hunter 

3 Naked 

4 Devious 

5 Allege 

6 Poker holding 

7 Needle hole 

8 Minty Christmas 
treat 

9 Sandwich cookie 

10 Cavort 

11 Shoelace snarl 
16 Blue birds 

20 Paris pal 

21 Very big dog 

22 Whatever 
number 


23 Eastern “way” 

24 Env. contents 

25 Hill dweller 

26 Coffee vessel 

27 Sugary suffix 

28 Crater part 

29 Aye canceler 
31 Comic DeLuise 

34 Festive 

35 Sunrise direction 

37 To-do list items 

38 Bar bills 

39 Continental coin 

40 Apothecary 
measure 

41 Big wind 

42 Logan of “60 
Minutes” 

43 Pen fluids 

44 Pizzazz 

46 Not a lot 

47 Sass 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



CRYPTOQUIP 


VUHS VZJRN GZJ IHRR RZSA 
ZQ SYCAFR IZOLRFSFRG 
NDHLFN HDZJCN H lUDYASOHA 


SDFF? H QYD IZHS. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN YOU WANT THE 
“WHITE CHRISTMAS” CROONER TO TAG ALONG, 
WHAT SHOULD YOU DO? BRING CROSBY 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: U equals H 




























































































































































































































































Bizarro Beetle Bailey Carpe Diem Candorville Non Sequitur Pearls Before Swine Dilbert Frazz 


Tuesday, December 25-Wednesday, December 26,2018 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 13 







Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Head light? 

5 Tofu source 
8 Urban blight 

12 Carolina college 

13 Greek X 

14 Tennis star 
Sampras 

15 Boxer’s punch 
17“— first you ...” 

18 Roundabout path 

19 Sultry singer Kitt 

21 Vigor 

22 Thick chunk 

23 Lass 

26 Shrill bark 
28 Gladden 
31 Writer James 
33 Sphere 

35 Hose woe 

36 Vaults 

38 Candied veggie 

40 Beer barrel 

41 Arduous journey 
43 “Mayday!” 

45 Where Gauguin 
painted 
47 Truthful 

51 Medicinal plant 

52 Uneaten 

54 Runs (into) 

55 Capote 
nickname 

56 Lugosi of film 

57 Artist Mondrian 


58 Erie Canal mule 

24 Khan title 

59 Break suddenly 

25 Moved away 
27 Snoop 

DOWN 

29— kwon do 

1 Maintained 

30 Silly Putty 

2 Sheltered 

container 

3 Barn storage 

32 Most weird 

area 

34 Timid 

4 Winning 

37 Fixed 

5 A water sign 

39 Not worth 

6 Discoverer’s call 

debating 

7 “Holy cowl” 

42 Scottish 

8 Pasta shapes 

skirts 

9 Seine side 

44 Elitists 

10 Hexagonal state 

45 Rain-delay 

11 Transcending 

cover 

(Pref.) 

46Jai — 

16 Donald Duck’s 

48 Squared 

nephew 

49 Actress Ward 

20 Hearty brew 

50 Snare 

23 Petrol 

53 Epoch 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 


naniiis Qcm BiaioQi 


□ 

Q llQil PEIiaC] 

mu 

0 

QQQdii mmsiQ 


M 

PDia PBiaiaii 



munj pism 

DU 


mm DEaniaiami!] 

EICI 


m 13011 00D0 


umm DPI! 

nn 

D 

□□ mum DDB 

EHH 


□ □OPQDPiaii 

mu 

A 

□ miQ nioop 





12-26 CRYPTOQUIP 


GVZC JB V QCWZVG 
QJUCWGZCGR XCVS KXJ VNKVTA 
PVNNCS JBB GJRCKJWRXT 
CUCGRA: PXVGPCNNJW 

PVGPCNCW. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHAT WOULD YOU 
CALL LOTS OF TINSEL COMPLETELY DRAPED 
AROUND A CHRISTMAS TREE? A FIR COAT. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Q equals G 
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OPINION _ 

Don’t forget the Americans held hostage 


By Rachel Briggs 
Special to The Washington Post 

A S 2018 draws to a close, at least 25 
American families face the pros¬ 
pect of the holidays without their 
loved one. They will wake up on 
Christmas day not knowing whether their 
loved one is alive or dead, joy replaced by 
fear, hope by helplessness. I remember the 
feeling: Two decades ago my family lived 
through the same nightmare when my 
uncle, Philip Halden, was kidnapped by 
rebels in Colombia. It’s an experience that 
never lets you go. 

Up to 200 Americans each year are 
kidnapped abroad or detained by hostile 
states: business people, journalists, hu¬ 
manitarian workers, students and tourists. 
The majority are taken by criminals for 
money, others by terrorist groups seek¬ 
ing political concessions in places like 
Syria or Afghanistan, and still others are 
held by states like Iran, Venezuela, Tur¬ 
key or North Korea where Americans are 
valuable bargaining chips. As instability 
continues in many parts of the world, this 
problem is not going away. 

In 2015, President Barack Obama ac¬ 
knowledged U.S. government shortcom¬ 
ings in dealings with families following the 
murder of American hostages in Syria. He 
created new government entities to bring 
coordination, transparency and access for 
hostage families. These provisions were 
not, however, extended to the families of 
Americans held by states like Iran or North 
Korea. Technically, the government classi¬ 
fies them as “detainees,” not “hostages.” 

Most cases go unreported in the media, 
so families suffer in silence. They face 
practical problems: defaulted mortgages 
when the hostage receives no salary dur¬ 
ing captivity and spouses unable to access 
family funds because accounts are in the 
hostage’s name. Many families dip into 


401(k)s for living expenses, losing precious 
retirement savings and incurring early 
withdrawal fees. 

Hostages who survive captivity must 
then work out how to survive survival. 
Many are severely malnourished and suf¬ 
fer chronic sleep problems. They come 
home to fines from the IRS for unfiled 
taxes and a collapsed credit rating that 
prevents them getting a credit card or buy¬ 
ing a car. They struggle to find properly 
qualified counselors because most do not 
take health insurance. 

This is where the organization I lead. 
Hostage US., steps in. Our role is not to 
negotiate their release; we make sure hos¬ 
tages and their families get the care and 
support they need. Each family is assigned 
a dedicated member of our team, a trusted 
partner who walks alongside them in the 
silence, accompanying them to govern¬ 
ment meetings and making sense of what 
they are being told. Families have access 
to our partners — lawyers, financial advis¬ 
ers, media experts, doctors and counselors 
— who give their time free of charge. 

One family member said this about 
her Hostage U.S. volunteer: “She was our 
friend and confidante, our cheerleader and 
coach and someone who took care of the 
little details for us so we could focus our 
attention and energy on the task at hand.” 

President Donald Trump should be 
applauded for his commitment to bring¬ 
ing Americans home. Under his watch, 
U.S. citizens have returned from North 
Korea, Egypt, Venezuela, the Republic of 
the Congo, Afghanistan and Turkey. This 
holiday season, these families won’t be left 
with unopened presents under the tree. 

Trump’s new National Strategy for Coun¬ 
terterrorism calls for cooperation between 
public, private and foreign partners. In my 
experience, this is the essential ingredient 
of successful responses to hostage taking. 
As Chris Costa, former special assistant 


to Trump and senior director for counter¬ 
terrorism, told me: “Starting at the top, I 
saw firsthand the commitment to hostag¬ 
es and their families in the Trump White 
House. Of course, government can’t do this 
alone.” 

We call on the government to partner 
with us and other concerned groups and 
individuals to resolve outstanding prob¬ 
lems facing hostages and their families in 
the following ways: 

The U.S. government should provide 
full services and benefits to the families of 
Americans held in countries such as Iran 
and North Korea. These hostages and their 
families are not getting the support they 
need from government and are not able to 
access victims’ funds. 

The Treasury and IRS should allow hos¬ 
tages and their families to make hardship 
withdrawals from their 401(k) accounts 
with no penalty or tax in order to meet im¬ 
mediate needs. The IRS should clarify and 
simplify notification processes to ensure 
hostages are not fined for failing to file 
taxes during their captivity. 

The Justice Department should increase 
its $5,000 cap on funds for the victims of 
hostage-taking and remove the three-year 
time limit for claims. Most specialist trau¬ 
ma counselors do not accept health insur¬ 
ance, which means this only covers a small 
number of therapy sessions. Post-traumat¬ 
ic stress disorder can take many years to 
develop. We are helping survivors of the 
1979 Iran Embassy siege who continue to 
suffer crippling psychological effects al¬ 
most 40 years later. 

As we gather for the holidays, remember 
the families with an empty chair at the din¬ 
ing table. Let our government continue to 
work to secure their release, and together 
as Americans, let’s make sure they get the 
support they need to endure this terrifying 
crime. 


Mattis turned his back, but not on the troops 


By Kathleen Parker 

Washington Post Writers Group 

WASHINGTON 
is not the season to be jolly, 
thanks to Donald Trump. 

His sudden, unilateral deci¬ 
sion to withdraw troops from 
Syria, forcing the resignation of Secretary 
of Defense Jim Mattis — one of the last 
bulwarks against the president’s impulsiv- 
ity — has cast a pall on the holidays and, 
perhaps, the future. 

In his letter of resignation, Mattis said 
the president deserves a defense secretary 
who is “better aligned” with his worldview. 
This alone is a terrifying thought — what 
madman (or woman) would fit that descrip¬ 
tion? There can’t be many generals left who 
would want the task of taking orders from 
a commander in chief who developed his 
military strategy playing Monopoly. 

Having lost his battle to keep the presi¬ 
dent away from making stupid decisions 
that will backfire, he surrendered to what 
he apparently saw as his only option — 
abandoning ship. Whether this was strictly 
voluntary is unclear, but Mattis has public¬ 
ly disagreed with the president on multiple 
issues. Not without cause. 

From this president’s bizarre flirtation 
with North Korea’s Kim Jong Un — declar¬ 
ing without basis the end of Pyongyang’s 
nuclear aspirations — to his on-again-off- 
again romance with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin and a problematic trade 
war with China, Trump has behaved more 
like a casino goer playing roulette than 
the leader of the world’s most-stabilizing 
force. 

To put it bluntly, not that this is news: The 


man knows nothing of which he speaks; 
he ignores expert advice (see Mattis and, 
concerning Syria, national security advis¬ 
er John Bolton); he doesn’t bother himself 
with written reports, which he seems ei¬ 
ther unable to read or to comprehend; and 
relies on Fox News for information and 
Twitter for communication. He announced 
his Syria decision — as well as his plan to 
withdraw half of our military forces in Af¬ 
ghanistan — via tweets. 

As you ponder the absurdity of Trump 
deploying and withdrawing troops around 
the globe, try to imagine a combat veteran 
like Mattis tweeting his orders to his fight¬ 
ing men and women in the trenches or 
the deserts. There’s something so utterly 
unpresidential about tweeting matters of 
import — and, frankly, so unmanly — one 
wonders why Mattis remained as long as 
he did. 

The answer is duty, a word too good to 
share a paragraph with the president’s 
name. 

At this hinge point, when Trump has 
thrown the Middle East into uncertainty 
and peril, Mattis’ duty was to turn his back 
to the commander in chief, and he did just 
that. 

Mattis also expressed in his letter that 
the U.S. needs to be “unambiguous” with 
Russia and China. It may be that Trump 
was being just that by pulling out of Syria, 
which Putin praised as “correct.” China 
has thought Trump a fool for so long, 
little he does bestirs the giant from its 
machinations. 

Meanwhile, the Kurds will be left to fend 
for themselves against Syrian President 
Bashar Assad, Turkey and Islamic State, 


while Israel is left in limbo. The editorial 
board of Israel’s Haaretz newspaper called 
Trump’s decision a “slap in the face to 
Benjamin Netanyahu” and said that U.S. 
involvement was “an important counter¬ 
weight to the Russians in establishing the 
rules of the game in the region.” 

Haaretz writer Amos Harel wrote what 
many in the U.S. have noted: “Trump is in 
such big trouble and acts in such an erratic 
manner that the Israeli government can¬ 
not be certain of his support over the long 
term.” 

The “trouble” is of course special coun¬ 
sel Robert Mueller’s investigation, predict¬ 
ed by some to be completed by February. 
Whether Trump’s decision to pull out of 
Syria was a wag-the-dog maneuver to shift 
public attention from his miseries can be 
debated, though nothing about his person¬ 
ality or record would cause one to strenu¬ 
ously protest such an assertion. 

In his tweets. Trump boasted that ISIS 
is finished in Syria and, therefore, the U.S. 
need not stay. Even if this were so, our pres¬ 
ence in Syria was about more than killing 
terrorists, who are eternity’s whack-a- 
moles — limited by neither geography or 
time. It was also about making sure they 
would not sprout again. 

This is the essence of what Mattis has 
said about Afghanistan as well, warning 
that a significant troop withdrawal would 
threaten American security at home. Ter¬ 
rorist groups across the Middle East have 
been waiting us out, as they’ve always done 
and will do — for all of time, if that’s what 
it takes to end us. 

That is, if President Trump doesn’t beat 
them to the punch. 
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Bowlers pay donations 
forward after fire 

Hyi I MONROE — A Michi- 
1*11 gan high school that 
received more than 200 bowling 
ball donations after losing some 
equipment in a bowling alley fire 
is sharing the generosity. 

The Monroe News reported 
that members of the Monroe High 
School’s boys and girls bowling 
teams lost equipment when Nor¬ 
tel Lanes burned to the ground 
Dec. 5. 

The Monroe Trojans reached 
out to the bowling community 
on social media for equipment 
donations. Coaches Eric Pillette 
and Mike Meagher estimate the 
school has received more than 
200 bowling balls, up to 40 pairs 
of shoes and about 50 bags. 

The teams have shared the do¬ 
nations with programs at other 
schools, as well as other groups 
that lost equipment in the fire. 

Man is accused of 
shooting wife’s laptop 

T'y FORT WORTH — A 
I VV North Texas man was 
arrested after being accused of 
shooting his wife’s laptop com¬ 
puter because she was playing 
loud music on it. 

The Fort Worth Star-Telegram 
reported that Gary Lykins, 44, 
was charged with deadly conduct 
for discharging a firearm. He re¬ 
mained jailed with no bond over 
the weekend. 

Police said they were called to 
Lykins’ Fort Worth home about 2 
a.m. Saturday. 

Authorities said his wife re¬ 
ceived minor injuries from com¬ 
puter debris after Lykins fired 
his weapon. 

Officer saves wedding 
day after car crash 

ly Y SHIRLEY — A New 
I* 1 York couple whose 
Jeep crashed on the way to their 
wedding got lucky when a po¬ 
lice officer responding to the 
accident gave them a ride to the 
ceremony. 

And he did more, serving as a 
witness Saturday at the town hall 
in Lake Grove on Long Island. 

Police said the accident was a 
result of another vehicle mak¬ 
ing a sudden U-tum on Montauk 
Highway in Shirley. There were 
no injuries. 

The couple, Joseph DeMichele 
and Feliece Terwilliger, brought 
along their children, ages 10 
and 5. They arrived in a police 
car driven by Officer Cody Mat¬ 
thews, who signed the marriage 
certificate. 

School bus driver leaves 
3-year-old alone on bus 

I# Q TOPEKA — A Topeka 
■ school district’s new 

school bus service is facing criti¬ 
cism after one of its drivers left 
a boy, 3, alone on a bus for more 
than two hours when tempera¬ 
tures were in the 30s and 40s. 

The Topeka Capital-Journal 
reported that the incident came 
near the end of a year in which To¬ 
peka Unified School District 501 
hired Kansas Central School Bus 
to replace the accident-plagued 


THE CENSUS 

^1^ gm ^ The amount of money a man at a New York City subway station found in a Chanei purse that 

T M M AK someone had left behind. Richard Taverna was at the West 66th Street and Broadway stop 
B last week when he spotted the purse by a platform wall. He told the West Side Rag online blog 

" that inside, he saw only some paper with Russian writing on it. On Thursday evening at home, 
he took a closer look and discovered 100 $100 dollar bills. The next morning, Taverna took 
the purse to the local police precinct. But first, he laid out the bills on a table and snapped a photo. Luckily, a woman had 
reported the missing money to police before going to Russia. It will await her when she’s back in January. 




Walking tbe slackline 

Vladimir Kozlov, 32, foreground, balances on a slackline on the beach in Santa Monica, Calif. 


Durham School Bus Services. 

School district spokeswoman 
Misty Kruger called the situa¬ 
tion unacceptable, adding that 
the district has taken action to 
ensure none of its students would 
ever again ride with the driver 
involved. The driver’s identity 
hasn’t been made public. 

Big brawl erupts during 
school basketball game 

||i| I SOUTH HAVEN — Au- 
1*11 thorities are investigat¬ 
ing after a massive brawl broke 
out during a high school basket¬ 
ball game in western Michigan. 

Police said the fight started 
early in the varsity matchup be¬ 
tween South Haven and Paw 
Paw. Players began shoving each 
other after a foul, clearing both 
benches. 

Police said bystanders then 
flooded the court — either to join 
the fight or try to break it up. 

Officers from South Haven, the 
Van Buren County Sheriff’s De¬ 
partment, Michigan State Police 


and Covert Township were dis¬ 
patched to quell the violence. 

All told, an estimated 70 people 
were involved, and the game was 
canceled before the start of the 
second quarter. 

No charges have been filed. 

New councilor wants to 
aid strip club workers 

m PROVIDENCE — An 
incoming member of the 
Providence City Council said she 
wants to help the 200 people left 
jobless when a city board revoked 
the license of the Foxy Lady — 
New England’s oldest and most 
well-known strip club. 

Katherine Kerwin, who will 
represent the district that in¬ 
cludes the club, told The Provi¬ 
dence Journal on Saturday that 
she doesn’t disagree with the 
city’s decision to shutter the club 
but hopes the venue will reopen 
— pointing to those who lose their 
jobs. 

The Rhode Island Supreme 
Court has declined to intervene 


after the city revoked all of the 
club’s licenses after three danc¬ 
ers were arrested and charged 
with prostitution. 

Kerwin also told the paper that 
state lawmakers should consider 
decriminalizing prostitution in 
Rhode Island. 

DNA on notes leads to 
suspect in panty tbeft 

liy EVANSVILLE — DNA 
11* evidence recovered from 
notes left on vehicles at the Uni¬ 
versity of Southern Indiana has 
linked a man, 32, to the theft of 30 
pairs of panties in 2014. 

The Evansville Courier & Press 
reported that the Newburgh man 
is jailed on burglary and theft 
charges. 

The Vanderburgh County 
sheriff’s office said the man was 
arrested in September after fin¬ 
gerprint DNA was found on the 
notes. 

Authorities said the notes 
were “quite explicit and written 
in a manner that led the victims 


to believe that they were being 
watched.” 

6 injured when car 
crashes into church 

COLUMBUS — Au- 
thorities in Ohio said 
a car smashed through a church 
wall during Sunday morning ser¬ 
vices, shattering stained glass 
and injuring six people. 

Firefighters said the six who 
were hurt are being treated for 
cuts and other injuries and that 
all are in stable condition. 

The church’s pastor said mem¬ 
bers of the Crossroads United 
Methodist Church were singing 
a hymn when the car crashed 
through the wall and fully into 
the church. 

Church members told The Co¬ 
lumbus Dispatch that the driver 
was a 92-year-old congregant. 

About 100 people were inside 
the church at the time. 

Rev. Jay Anderson said the wall 
“just exploded” and that pieces of 
glass went flying. 

From wire reports 
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and Scott Wittman ' i m 
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in making new w w 

music for ‘Mary 


Poppins Returns' 

“Mary Poppins Returns” co-lyricists 
Marc Shaiman, left, and Scott Wittman 

Chris Pizzello, Invision/AP 


By Lindsey Bahr 

Associated Press 

E veryone involved in the making of 
“Mary Poppins Returns” felt the 
pressure to do justice to the original 
1964 film. 

Rob Marshall worked on it for three 
straight years. Animators came out of re¬ 
tirement to do hand-drawn animation in the 
style of the first. Sets were built. Cast mem¬ 
bers moved their family to London for a year. 
But perhaps no one short of Emily Blunt and 
Marshall was as heavy with responsibility as 
composer Marc Shaiman and his co-lyricist 
Scott Wittman. They had the Oscar-winning 
songwriting duo Robert and Richard Sher¬ 
man to live up to, after all. 

Shaiman, who composed the score and 
nine original songs for the new film, credits 
the Shermans for getting him interested in 
music. He remembers being 4 years old and 
listening to the “Mary Poppins” album and 
thinking, “This is what I want to do with my 
life.” 

“He was a precocious 4-year-old,” added 
Wittman, who has known Shaiman for more 
than four decades. The two are Broadway 
mainstays and have worked together on the 
“Hairspray” and “Catch Me If You Can” 
musicals. 

Marshall said he “didn’t want to reimag¬ 
ine the music and have it be a contemporary 
version of “Mary Poppins,” or Mary Poppins 
singing ‘Let It Go’ or something.” He wanted 
it in the style of the Sherman brothers and 
classic movie musicals, which became an op¬ 
portunity for Shaiman and Wittman. 


“We realized this was our chance to thank 
them via music and lyrics,” Shaiman said. 
“The whole movie is to say thank you, you’ve 
taught us all of these things, let us show you 
what you’ve given us by doing our take on the 
story.” 

The process of writing the score and the 
songs was long and laborious, and a true team 
effort: Four months of twice-a-week sessions 
with Marshall and screenwriters David 
Magee and John DeLuca to hammer out 
the story, the script and the direction of the 
songs together, and decide which moments in 
the PL. Travers books to musicalize. 

“Very often we would say to David, can 
you write a monologue of what you think this 
should be?” Wittman said. “And then we’d 
say OK, thanks, we’re taking that and we’re 
going to write a lyric to it.” 

They also were able to write specifically 
for Blunt and Lin-Manuel Miranda, playing 
to their strengths. The two men said Blunt 
has the rare gift of “perfect pitch.” 

“I loved working with those two guys; 
they’re a rip,” Blunt said. “They’re just hi¬ 
larious to be around.” 

Wittman likes to quote Lin-Manuel Miran¬ 
da’s summation of the music. 

“He said this Mary Poppins rhymes with 
the first movie,” Wittman said. “We felt it 
was important that they both live in the same 
world. That influenced the writing.” 

Wittman, the co-lyricist, had books upon 
books about London in the 30s, dictionaries 
of cockney rhyming slang and encyclopedias 
of odd Victorian words piled up in his studio 
that he studied and would go back to in craft¬ 
ing the new lyrics. He laughed that despite 


his extensive research, there were a few 
times he and Shaiman, both Americans, got 
caught with a rhyme that didn’t quite work 
with an English accent. One was pointed out 
by Miranda’s dialect coach, the other by the 
young actors portraying the Banks children. 

The lyrics in question that the kids caught, 
“hand” and “command,” were to be sung by 
Meryl Streep, who, because of the “bizarre, 
bouillabaisse” of an accent she was affecting 
was able to make it work. 

The whole experience has been something 
of a dream for Shaiman and Wittman. They 
got the rare privilege of getting to record the 
actors singing along with a 100-piece orches¬ 
tra before filming began. They’ve also gotten 
to spend time with Richard Sherman (Rob¬ 
ert Sherman died in 2012), and hear legends 
like Dick Van Dyke and Angela Lansbury 
sing their songs. 

“As someone who usually can’t shut up, I 
have yet to find the words to describe what it 
is to hear them,” Shaiman said. 

Sherman has told them that he’s happy 
with what they’ve done. As is their director. 

“Marc and Scott have written this very 
sophisticated, hummable, fun (piece),” Mar¬ 
shall said. “The lyrics are so clever and so 
smart. You feel like you’ve heard them and 
know them, but they’re new.” 

Wittman said they’re, “Just proud of the 
movie the way it came out. It could have gone 
wrong in so many ways.” 

“My agent said that!” Sherman added. “He 
said there are so many ways this could have 
gone so terribly wrong. And it’s such a mira¬ 
cle that none of those things happened.” 


Very Spidey Christmas’ here just in time for the hoiidays 


Have you seen “Spider-Man: 
Into the Spider-Verse” yet? (You 
should.) Have you already been 
delighted by the wonder that 
is Chris Pine-as-Spider-Man 
singing Spider-Man-themed 
holiday songs? (You must.) If so, 
consider this a Christmas gift 
just for you. 

Sony Music Masterworks an¬ 
nounced Dec. 21 the release of 
“A Very Spidey Christmas,” a 
five-track EP inspired by the 


critically acclaimed “Spider- 
Verse” film and featuring the 
dulcet tones of several of the 
movie’s stars. 

You can hear Pine, Shameik 
Moore and Jake Johnson swing 
their way their spirited ren¬ 
ditions of holiday chestnuts, 
and Jorma Taccone delivers a 
dramatic spoken-word perfor¬ 
mance. The mini album is now 
available to stream on Apple 
Music and Spotify. 


The album features: 

“Joy to the World,” sung by 
Moore 

“Spidey-Bells (A Hero’s La¬ 
ment),” sung by Pine 
“Deck the Halls,” sung by 
Johnson 

“Up on the House Top,” sung 
by Pine 

“The Night Before Christ¬ 
mas 1967 (Spoken Word),” by 
Taccone 

From The Los Angeles Times 



‘Aquaman’ rides 
wave at box office 

From wire services 

In a weekend with five new 
wide releases, a North American 
box office record was expected to 
be set that would surpass 2016’s 
$11.4 billion by a hair. This year’s 
box office stood at $11.4 billion 
through Sunday, a turnaround 
from 2017’s lackluster $10.6 bil¬ 
lion grosses. 

In first place, “Aquaman” 
opened with $67.4 million, for a 
cumulative $72.1 million, which 
includes tickets sold in special 
opening and preview events, ac¬ 
cording to Comscore. 

The $200 million superhe¬ 
ro movie, starring “Game of 
Thrones” alum Jason Momoa in 
the titular role, opened in range 
of analysts’ predictions of $65 
million to $70 million over the 
weekend. Globally, the picture is 
No. 1 for the third week straight 
and crossed the $400 million 
mark internationally, earning 
$91.3 million over the weekend 
for a global cumulative of $482.8 
million. 

At No. 2, Disney’s “Mary Pop¬ 
pins Returns” earned $22.2 
million in its opening weekend 
and $31 million since its debut 
Wednesday, well below analysts’ 
five-day predictions of $55 mil¬ 
lion and even below the studio’s 
more conservative estimate of 
$35 million. 

The PG-rated follow-up to the 
studio’s classic 1964 musical stars 
Emily Blunt as the British nanny 
made famous by Julie Andrews. 

“Bumblebee,” a spinoff of Mi¬ 
chael Bay’s popular “Transform¬ 
ers” franchise, debuted in third 
place, with $21 million. 

The $137 million movie is di¬ 
rected by Travis Knight. 

In fourth place, Sony’s “Spi¬ 
der-Man: Into the Spider-Verse” 
added $16.7 million in its second 
weekend for a cumulative $64.8 
million. 

“The Mule,” also in its second 
weekend, added $9.3 million for a 
cumulative $35 million. 

Barack Obama on the 
latest ‘Hamilton’ song 

Former US. president Barack 
Obama appears on a reworked 
song by Lin-Manuel Miranda 
originally from the Broadway hit 
“Hamilton.” Released Dec. 21, 
“One Last Time (44 Remix)” fea¬ 
tures Obama reciting a passage 
from George Washington’s fare¬ 
well address. 

The song also features vocals 
from Tony nominee Christopher 
Jackson, who played Washington 
in “Hamilton.” 

Hear “One Last Time (44 
Remix)”: tinyurl.com/yapxuf98 

Other news 

■ Actress Debby Ryan and 
Twenty One Pilots drummer Josh 
Dun are engaged. Both Ryan, 25, 
and Dun, 30, announced their en¬ 
gagement on social media. 

■ Singer Meghan Trainor wed 
actor Daryl Sahara in nuptial 
exchanged at the couple’s Los 
Angeles home Dec. 22. People 
magazine says about 100 guests 
attended the backyard ceremo¬ 
ny. It was also Trainor’s 25th 
birthday. 
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SHIFTING GEARS 



Mark KAUZLARicH/Bloomberg 


Tim Kuniskis, who ran the Dodge brand at Fiat Chrysler until early 2018, introduced the Dodge Challenger SRT Demon at last year’s New York International Auto Show on April 
11, 2017. As slow-selling sedans are being scrapped, the one niche that has hung on is muscle cars. 


All-American muscle car may outlive the sedan 


By Gabrielle Coppola 

Bloomberg 

T he list of passenger cars sent to 
the scrap heap keeps getting lon¬ 
ger. The Dodge Dart and Chrys¬ 
ler 200 are goners, Ford models 
including the Fusion and Fiesta are going 
to be finished, and last month General Mo¬ 
tors Co. announced plans to cull the Buick 
LaCrosse, Chevrolet Impala and others. 
But as Detroit kills off slow-selling sedans, 
there’s one niche that’s hung on: retro- 
styled, testosterone-fueled reincarnations 
of muscle cars introduced in the 1960s and 
1970s. 

“What’s dying is the commoditized, 
four-door nothingburger, no-personal- 
ity cars,” said Tim Kuniskis, who ran the 
Dodge brand at Fiat Chrysler Automobiles 
NV from 2013 to early 2018, before tak¬ 
ing over Jeep North America. Muscle cars 
“have a really well-defined personality 
and positioning.” 

They also command respectable rev¬ 
enue. Fiat Chrysler, which kicked off the 
sedan-slashing trend in early 2016, com¬ 
mands an average transaction price of 
around $36,000 for its muscular Dodge 
Challenger. It might not be enough to 
match the fat margins on the trucks and 
SUVs that have become the focus for De¬ 
troit, but these powerful throwbacks can 
be still be moneymakers. And that can 
help big automakers finance their shift to a 
more electric future — especially since the 
initial investment on developing a Chal¬ 
lenger (on the same platform since 2008) 
or a Dodge Charger (2011) has long since 


been paid off 

Looking for growth in muscle cars still 
might be a bit of a stretch. Fiat Chrysler 
expects to sell roughly 65,000 Challeng¬ 
ers this year, about the same as last year 
and just below the record 66,000 reached 
in 2015. Sales of the four-door Charger 
dropped 11 percent this year through 
November. 

Still, compared with the death spiral 
that’s consumed sedans, the Dodge muscle 
cars are doing alright. Retail sales of large 
passenger cars, a segment that includes 
the Nissan Maxima and Chevy Impala, is 
down 21 percent in 2018, according to J.D. 
Power. The Ford Mustang, the top-selling 
muscle car in America, was down a modest 
3.6 percent through last month. 

Fiat Chrysler, with less cash to plow into 
new models than its Detroit rivals, revi¬ 
talized the Dodge brand by appealing to 
core drag-racing enthusiasts and regularly 
one-ups itself with more powerful engine 
variants with sinister names — Hellcat, 
Demon, Redeye — that boost horsepower. 
“There’s almost been a resurgence with 
some of the younger [people], even kids that 
aren’t of driving age that are interested in 
those products,” said Jeff Schuster, senior 
vice president of forecasting for LMC Au¬ 


tomotive. “Those kind of special additions 
and add-ons have really put some life into 
the vehicles.” 

David Kelleher, a Philadelphia-area 
Jeep, Ram and Chrysler dealer who has a 
marketing agreement with several basket¬ 
ball and football players from the Philadel¬ 
phia 76ers and Philadelphia Eagles, finds 
that 20-something athletes often opt for 
Challengers and Chargers over higher- 
volume models. “The kids think it’s the 
coolest thing going,” Kelleher said. “Those 
are cars that say something about who you 
are.” 

Josh Towbin, co-owner of Towbin Au¬ 
tomotive in Las Vegas, has sold Dodge 
Hellcats and Demons — with 707 and 808 
horsepower, respectively — to collectors 
who find his business on social media. His 
dealership’s Instagram feed features vid¬ 
eos, some with thousands of views, of peo¬ 
ple doing burnouts in their Challengers. 

Manufacturers of more mass-market 
sedans are trying some of the same tricks 
— though to a lesser degree — as a way to 
revive flagging sales. Even Fiat Chrysler 
is to stanch the bleeding from Americans’ 
disinterest in compacts by packing more 
power into their engines. Every Fiat model 
starting in 2019 will be turbocharged, said 


Steve Beahm, head of Fiat Chrysler’s pas¬ 
senger brands. U.S. sales for the Fiat brand 
were down 41 percent through November. 

“What we have to do is no different from 
what we’ve tried to do on Dodge,” Beahm 
said. “How do we cut against the grain? 
How do we be different?” 

Of course, it’s worth considering that 
drag racers in Challengers, Camaros and 
Mustangs are already being bested by 
Tesla drivers on the track, a portent of the 
electric future awaiting the muscle-car 
world. Kuniskis said he expects perfor¬ 
mance cars to become more electrified 
over time, with plug-in hybrid versions tak¬ 
ing off in the future. Both he and Beahm 
declined to go into detail on Fiat Chrysler’s 
product plans, and the automaker so far 
hasn’t invested heavily thus far to bring in 
electric vehicles to market. 

With their cult following, muscle cars 
are always going to be a niche segment, 
leading some analysts to still question 
how much longer they’ll hang around. The 
Dodge, Fiat, and Chrysler brands were all 
left out of the automaker’s five-year stra¬ 
tegic plan the company presented in June, 
and Schuster, of LMC, thinks it may be 
hard to sustain enough volume to keep the 
Charger and Challenger alive beyond the 
next three or four years. 

Fiat Chrysler’s Beahm insisted the Chal¬ 
lenger isn’t going anywhere because it sets 
the tone for the whole Dodge brand. “I’m 
not going to tell you it’s going to grow,” 
Beahm said. “But it’s going to dramatically 
buck the trend in regards to where passen¬ 
ger cars have gone lately and where they’re 
going to go in the next couple of years.” 


^The kids think it’s the coolest thing going. Those are 
cars that say something about who you are. f 

David Kelleher 

Philadelphia-area Jeep, Ram and Chrysler dealer 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER 


Mnuchin comments startle Wall Street 


The Washington Post 

Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin startled financial ana¬ 
lysts, bankers and economists 
Sunday by issuing an unusual 
statement declaring that the na¬ 
tion’s six largest banks had ample 
credit to extend to American 
businesses and households. 

Mnuchin made the statement 
on Twitter after calling the lead¬ 
ers of the six banks, seeking to ad¬ 
dress an issue that had attracted 
little concern ahead of the trea¬ 
sury secretary’s tweet. 

The statement came hours be¬ 
fore Asian markets were set to 
open and after a sharp sell-off 
that made last week the worst for 
U.S. markets in a decade. Presi¬ 


dent Donald Trump has been fu¬ 
rious at the sell-off, and efforts by 
Mnuchin to inspire confidence in 
the market have so far failed. 

Several analysts said Sunday 
night that his outreach to the 
banks and subsequent statement 
were likely to backfire and drive 
even more concern. 

“Panic feeds panic, and this 
looks like panic in the admin¬ 
istration,” said Diane Swonk, 
chief economist at Grant Thorn¬ 
ton. “Suggesting you might know 
something that no one else is wor¬ 
ried about creates more unease.” 

In Mnuchin’s statement, which 
was posted while he was vacation¬ 
ing in Mexico for the holidays, the 
treasury chief said the chief exec¬ 
utives told him they “have ample 


liquidity available for lending 
to consumer, business markets, 
and all other market operations,” 
according to the Treasury state¬ 
ment. Mnuchin said the CEOs 
added that “they have not expe¬ 
rienced any clearance or margin 
issues and that the markets con¬ 
tinue to function properly.” 

The message came after a week 
in which many U.S. the stock mar¬ 
ket sectors were down 20 percent 
from their peak. The market de¬ 
cline has raised concerns about 
whether the economy is slowing 
faster than widely appreciated, 
and Trump has put enormous 
pressure on Mnuchin to try to 
stop the slide, people briefed on 
the discussions said, speaking on 


the condition of anonymity due to 
the topic’s sensitivity. 

It is normal for the treasury 
secretary to speak with banking 
executives and exchange thoughts 
about the economy. It happens 
multiple times a year in various 
settings. But what was different 
about the statement on Sunday 
was that it came two days before 
Christmas, during a government 
shutdown, and addressed an issue 
that few had even thought merited 
concern — access to credit. 

As a result, several analysts 
warned that the outreach to banks 
could end up generating deeper 
anxiety. A decade ago, financial 
firms sharply pulled back from 
lending amid a financial panic. 


S. Korea fines BMW $10 million over several engine fires 


Associated Press 

SEOUL, South Korea — South 
Korea said Monday it will fine 
BMW $9.9 million and file a crim¬ 
inal complaint against the com¬ 
pany with state prosecutors over 
an allegedly botched response to 
dozens of engine fires reported in 
the country. 

The South Korean Transport 
Ministry’s investigation panel, 
after a five-month review, con¬ 
cluded that the German auto¬ 
maker deliberately tried to cover 
up technical problems and moved 
too slowly to recall vehicles after 
around 40 of its cars caught fire 
earlier this year. The ministry 
found the fires to be caused by 
faulty valves in the vehicles’ ex¬ 
haust gas recirculation coolers. 

BMW apologized and recalled 
some 172,000 vehicles of 65 dif¬ 
ferent models in July and October 
over the fires. 


BMW AG’s South Korean unit 
said in a statement that the min¬ 
istry’s findings were generally in 
line with the company’s assess¬ 
ment that the fires were caused 
by leaks of coolants in the EGR 
coolers. Combined with carbon 
and oil sediment, the leaks could 
combust and cause fires when 
the vehicles were driven at high 
speeds for long periods of time, 
but BMW said the issue could be 
solved by the exchange of faulty 
hardware. 

The company did not directly 
address the ministry’s accusation 
that it tried to play down the se¬ 
verity of the problem and recalled 
a narrower range of vehicles than 
it should have during its first re¬ 
call in July. 

“The BMW Group is cooperat¬ 
ing with the ongoing investigation 
and is committed to resolving the 
issue,” it said in the statement. 



Ahn Young-joon/AP 


South Korean Transport Ministry officials hold a press conference as 
damaged gears of a BMW whose engine caught fire are displayed in 
Seoul, South Korea, on Monday. 


and federal officials frequently 
took action on Sundays as a way 
to try to arrest unease before 
Asian markets opened. But no 
signs have emerged of banks fac¬ 
ing serious problems today. 

“It’s going to raise the ques¬ 
tion of whether Treasury and 
Mnuchin know something the 
markets don’t,” said Brian Gard¬ 
ner, Washington research direc¬ 
tor at Keefe, Bruyette & Woods, 
an investment banking firm. 
“Without clarifying further, it’s 
going to weigh on the markets.” 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Dec. 26).$1.1710 

Dollar buys (Dec. 26).€0.854 

British pound (Dec. 26).$1.30 

Japanese yen (Dec. 26).109.00 

South Korean won (Dec. 26).1,097.00 


0 3770 
$1 2725 
1 3595 
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6 5325 

.17.9210 
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.7.8345 
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....5.2935 


Bahrain (Dinar). 

British pound. 

Canada (Dollar). 

china (Yuan). 

Denmark (Krone). 

Egypt(Pound). 

Euro. 

Hong Kong (Dollar). 

Hungary (Forint). 

Israel (Shekel). 

Japan(Yen) 

Kuwait (Dinar). 

Norway (Krone). 

Philippines (Peso). 

Poland (Zloty). 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).... 

Singapore (Dollar). 

South Korea (Won). 

Switzerland (Franc). 

Thailand (Baht). 

Turkey (Lira). 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Discount rate. 

Federal funds market 

3-month bill.. 

30-year bond. 


.5.50 
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WEATHER OUTLOOK 


TUESDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST 


TUESDAY IN EUROPE 


WEDNESDAY IN THE PACIFIC 
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SCAM 

FADS 



buyers with classifieds 


Be aware of the common 
red flags. 



buy sight unseen and have 
through an agent using 



Automotive 140 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 
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Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 




College basketball 


Men’s AP Top 25 fared 

Sunday 

1. Kansas (10-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
Eastern Michigan, Saturday. 

2. Duke (11-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
Clemson, Saturday, Jan. 5. 

3. Tennessee (10-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. Tennessee Tech, Saturday. 

4. Michigan (12-0) did not play. Next: 
vs. Binghamton, Sunday. 

5. Virginia (11-0) did not play. Next: vs. 
Marshall, Monday, Dec. 31. 

6. Nevada (12-0) did not play. Next: at 
Utah, Saturday. 

7. Auburn (10-2) did not play. Next: vs. 
North Florida, Saturday. 

8. Gonzaga (11-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. North Alabama, Friday. 

9. North Carolina (8-3) did not play. 
Next: vs. Davidson, Saturday. 

10. Michigan State (10-2) did not play. 
Next: vs. Northern Illinois, Saturday. 

11. Florida State (11-1) did not play. 
Next: vs. Winthrop, Tuesday, Jan. 1. 

12. Texas Tech UO-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. Texas-Rio Grande Valley, Friday. 

13. Virginia Tech (10-1) did not play. 
Next: vs. Maryland-Eastern Shore, Friday. 

14. Buffalo (11-1) did not play. Next: at 
Canisius, Saturday. 

15. Ohio State (11-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. Fligh Point, Saturday. 

16. Wisconsin (10-2) did not play. Next: 
at Western Kentucky, Saturday. 

17. Mississippi State (11-1) did not 
play. Next: vs. BYU, Saturday. 

18. Arizona State (9-2) did not play. 
Next: vs. Princeton, Saturday. 

19. Kentucky (9-2) did not play. Next: 
at Louisville, Saturday. 

20. Marquette (10-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. Southern University, Friday. 

21. Houston (12-0) beat Coppin State 

75- 44. Next: vs. NJIT, Saturday. 

22. Indiana (11-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. Illinois, Thursday, Jan. 3. 

23. Iowa (10-2) did not play. Next: vs. 
Bryant, Saturday. 

24. Furman (12-1) did not play. Next: at 
ETSU, Saturday. 

25. Nebraska (10-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. Southwest Minnesta State, Saturday. 

Sunday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

St. Francis Brooklyn 72, Manhattan 56 

MIDWEST 

Drake 110, San Diego 103,20T 
SlU-Edwardsville 82, N. Colorado 72 

SOUTHWEST 

Houston 75, Coppin St. 44 
TCU 82, Charlotte 57 
TCU 82, Bucknell 65 

FAR WEST 

CS Northridge 81, Rider 80 
Hawaii 70, Colorado 62, OT 
Indiana St. 84, UNLV 79 

AP Women’s Top 25 fared 

This week 

1. UConn (11-0) beat Oklahoma 72-63; 
beat No. 14 California 76-66. 

2. Notre Dame (11-1) beat Western 
Kentucky 94-53; beat No. 19 Marquette 
87-63. 

3. Louisville (12-0) beat Central Michi¬ 
gan 72-68. 

4. Mississippi State (11-1) lost to No. 7 
Oregon 82-74; beat Washington 103-56. 

gmail.6. Baylor (8-1) did not play. 

7. Oregon (11-1) beat No. 4 Mississippi 
State 82-74; beat Air Force 82-36; beat UC 
Irvine 115-69. 

8. Stanford (9-1) beat No. 9 Tennessee 
93-85; beat Buffalo 62-55. 

9. Tennessee (9-1) lost to No. 8 Stan¬ 
ford 95-85; beat ETSU 80-61. 

10. N.C. State (12-0) beat Chattanooga 
78-58. 

11. Oregon St. (9-2) beat Duke 71-57. 

12. Texas (9-2) beat Texas-Rio Grande 
Valley 81-56. 

13. Minnesota (11-0) beat Rhode Is¬ 
land 91-71. 

14. California (9-1) lost to No. 1 UConn 

76- 66. 

15. Syracuse (11-2) beat Niagara 94-45; 
beat Duquesne 87-71; beat UCF 57-52. 

16. Iowa (9-2) beat Drake 91-82. 

17. Arizona State (9-2) beat Fresno 
State 68-52. 

18. Kentucky (12-1) beat Western Car¬ 
olina 99-39; beat Murray State 88-49. 

19. Marquette (9-3) beat Binghamton 
93-40; lost to No. 2 Notre Dame 87-63. 

20. DePaul (9-3) beat Tennessee State 
95-73; beat Loyola of Chicago 102-76. 

21. Gonzaga (11-1) beat Idaho 88-51. 

22. Michigan St.(lO-l) beat FAU 89-74. 

23. Texas A&M (10-2) beat Southern 
Cal 71-51; beat Prairie View A&M 70-57. 

24. Miami (11-2) beat Vanderbilt 90-65; 
beat Alabama 101-74. 

25. South Carolina (7-4) beat Temple 


Sunday’s women’s score 

EAST 

Buffalo 90, St. Bonaventure 43 


College football 


1 


Golf 


Bowl schedule 

Saturday, Dec. 15 
Celebration Bowl 
At Atlanta 

N.C. A&T 24, Alcorn State 22 

Cure Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Tulane 41, Louisiana-Lafayette 24 

New Mexico Bowl 
Albuquerque 

Utah State 52, North Texas 13 

Las Vegas Bowl 

Fresno State 31, Arizona State 20 

Camellia Bowl 
Montgomery, Ala. 

Georgia Southern 23, Eastern Michi- 

New Orleans Bowl 

Appalachian State 45, Middle Tennes¬ 
see 13 

Tuesday, Dec. 18 
Boca Raton (Fla.) Bowl 
UAB 37, Northern Illinois 13 
Wednesday, Dec. 19 
Frisco (Texas) Bowl 
Ohio 27, San Diego State 0 
Thursday, Dec. 20 
Gasparilla Bowl 
At St. Petersburg, Fla. 
Marshall 38, South Floriela 20 
Friday, Dec. 21 
Bahamas Bowl 
Nassau 

FlU 35, Toledo 32 

Famous Idaho Potato Bowl 

BYU 49, Western Michigan 18 

Saturday, Dec. 22 
Birmingham (Ala.) Bowl 
Wake Forest 37, Memphis 34 
Armed Forces Bowl 
Fort Worth, Texas 
Army 70, Houston 14 

Dollar General Bowl 


Louisiana Tech 31, Hawaii 14 

Wednesday, Dec. 26 
SERVPRO First Responder Bowl 
Dallas 

Boston College (7-5) vs. Boise State (10-3) 

Quick Lane Bowl 


California (7-5) vs. TCU (6-6) 

Thursday, Dec. 27 
Independence Bowl 


Temple (8-4) vs. Duke (7-5) 

Pinstripe Bowl 
Bronx, N.Y. 

Miami (7-5) vs. Wisconsin (7-5) 

Texas Bowl 
Houston 

Baylor (6-6) vs. Vanderbilt (6-6) 

Friday, Dec. 28 
Music City Bowl 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Purdue (6-6) vs. Auburn (7-5) 
Camping World Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

West Virginia (8-3) vs. Syracuse (9-3) 


Alamo Bowl 
San Antonio 

Iowa State (8-4) vs. Washington State 
(10-2) 

Saturday, Dec. 29 
Peach Bowl 
Atlanta 

Florida (9-3) vs. Michigan (10-2) 

Belk Bowl 
Charlotte, N.C. 

South Carolina (7-5) vs. Virginia (7-5) 

Arizona Bowl 
Tucson, Ariz. 

Arkansas State (8-4) vs. Nevada (7-5) 

Cotton Bowl Classic 
Arlington, Texas 

CFP Semifinal, Notre Dame (12-0) vs. 
Clemson (13-0) 

Orange Bowl 
Miami Gardens, Fla. 

CFP Semifinal, Oklahoma (12-1) vs. 
Alabama (13-0) 

Monday, Dec. 31 
Military Bowl 
Annapolis, Md. 

Cincinnati (10-2) vs. Virginia Tech (6-6) 

Sun Bowl 
El Paso, Texas 

Stanford (8-4) vs. Pittsburgh (7-6) 

Red box Bowl 
Santa Clara, Calif. 

Michigan State (7-5) vs. Oregon (8-4) 

Liberty Bowl 
Memphis, Tenn. 

Missouri (8-4) vs. Oklahoma State (6-6) 

Holiday Bowl 
San Diego 

Northwestern (8-5) vs. Utah (9-4) 

Gator Bowl 
Jacksonville, Fla. 

NC State (9-3) vs. Texas A&M (8-4) 

Tuesday, Jan. 1 
Outback Bowl 
Tampa, Fla. 

Mississippi State (8-4) vs. Iowa (8-4) 

Citrus Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Kentucky (9-3) vs. Penn State (9-3) 

Fiesta Bowl 
Glendale, Ariz. 

LSU (9-3) vs. UCF (12-0) 

Rose Bowl 
Pasadena, Calif. 

Washington (10-3) vs. Ohio St. (12-1) 

Sugar Bowl 
New Orleans 

Texas (9-4) vs. Georgia (11-2) 

Monday, Jan. 7 

College Football Championship 
Santa Clara, Calif. 

Cotton Bowl winner vs. Orange Bowl 
winner 

Saturday, Jan. 19 
East-West Shrine Classic 
At St. Petersburg, Fla. 

East vs. West 

NFLPA Collegiate Bowl 
At Pasadena, Calif. 
American vs. National 

Saturday, Jan. 26 
Senior Bowl 
At Mobile, Ala. 

North vs. South, 


Deals 


Sunday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
National League 

CHICAGO CUBS - Agreed to terms 
with RHP Kendall Graveman on a one- 
year contract. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

NHL - Suspended San Jose D Erik 
Karlsson two games for an illegal check 
to the head of Los Angeles Kings forward 
Austin Wagner during a Dec. 22 game. 
Fined Nashville F Ryan Hartman $1,000 
for spearing. 

NEW JERSEY DEVILS - Assigned F John 
Quenneville to Binghamton (AHL). 


WASHINGTON CAPITALS - Re-as- 
signed D Tyler Lewington to Hershey 
(AHL). 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 
ATLANTA UNITED - Named Frank de 
Boer coach and agreed to terms with 
him on a multiyear contract. 

National Premier Soccer League 
NEW YORK COSMOS - Re-signed M 
Danny Szetela. 

COLLEGE 

FLORIDA STATE - Named Kendal 
Briles offensive coordinator/quarter¬ 
backs coach. 


AP sportlight 


Dec. 25 

1956 — Corky Devlin of Fort Wayne 
goes O-for-15 from the field against the 
Minneapolis Lakers to tie an NBA record. 

1971 — Garo Yepremian’s 37-yard field 
goal at 7:40 of the second overtime gives 
the Miami Dolphins a 27-24 victory over 
the Kansas City Chiefs in the first round 
of the AFC playoffs. At 82:40, it’s the lon¬ 
gest game in NFL history. 

1984 — Bernard King of the New York 
Knicks scores 60 points in a 120-114 loss 
to the New Jersey Nets. 

1995 — Emmitt Smith of the Dallas 
Cowboys scores his 25th touchdown of 
the season in a 37-13 win over Arizona, 
breaking the record for most TDs in a 
season. Smith passes John Riggins of 
Washington, who scored 24 in 1983. 

1999 — Hawaii beats Oregon 23-17 in 
the Oahu Bowl to cap a remarkable turn¬ 
around for the Rainbow Warriors. Hawaii 
improves from 0-12 in 1998 to 9-4 — the 
greatest single-season improvement in 
NCAA history. 

2002 — Katie Hnida becomes the first 
woman to play in a Division I football 
game when she attempts an extra point 
following a New Mexico touchdown in 
the Las Vegas Bowl. Hnida, a walk-on 
junior, has her kick blocked in the 27-13 
loss to UCLA. 

2008 — The Los Angeles Lakers beat 
Boston to end the Celtics’ franchise-re- 


cord winning streak at 19 games. Kobe 
Bryant scores 27 points and grabs nine 
rebounds to lead Los Angeles in the 92-83 
win. Lakers coach Phil Jackson reaches 
1,000 victories. Jackson, the sixth coach 
to reach 1,000, has a career record of 
1,000-423 with Chicago and the Lakers. 

2008 — New Orleans guard Chris Paul 
has his NBA-record steals streak end at 
108 games in the Hornets’ 88-68 loss to 
Orlando. 

2012 — The Los Angeles Clippers ex¬ 
tend their franchise-record winning 
streak to 14 games with a 112-100 win 
over the Denver Nuggets. The Clippers 
claim the NBA’s best record at 22-6 in the 
finale of a Christmas Day doubleheader 
at Staples Center. In the first game, Kobe 
Bryant scores 34 points in his NBA-re¬ 
cord 15th Christmas Day game to lead 
the Lakers to a 100-94 win over the New 
York Knicks 100-94. 

2016 — Ben Roethlisberger shakes off 
a pair of interceptions to throw two late 
touchdowns, including a 4-yard strike to 
Antonio Brown with 9 seconds remain¬ 
ing to lift the Steelers to a 31-27 victory 
over the Baltimore Ravens. The win is the 
600th regular-season victory in franchise 
history. Roethlisberger also becomes the 
10th player in NFL history to throw for at 
least 300 career touchdowns. 


Presidents Cup standings 

At Royal Melbourne Golf Club 
Melbourne, Australia 
Dec. 12-15, 2019 
Through Dec. 16 
Top 10 automatically qualify 
United States 
. Bryson DeChambeau 
Brooks Koepka 


3. Justin Thomas 

4. Dustin Johnson 

5. Xander Schauffele 

6. Tony Finau 

7. Webb Simpson 

8. Patrick Cantlay 

9. Gary Woodland 

10. Charles Howell III 

11. Rickie Fowler 

12. Bubba Watson 
L3. Patrick Reed 

14. Matt Kuchar 

15. Billy Horschel 

International 

1. Marc Leishman AUS 

2. Cameron Smith AUS 

3. Louis Oosthuizen 

4. Abraham Ancer 

5. Haotong Li 

6. Shaun Norris 

7. Hideki Matsuyama 

8. Shugo Imahira 

9. EmilianoGrillo 

10. Yuki Inamori 
LI. Lucas Herbert 
L2. Ashun Wu 
L3. C.T. Pan 
14. Jason Day 
L5. Danny Lee 


RSA 

MEX 

CHN 

RSA 

JPN 

JPN 

ARG 


AUS 


3,517 

3,454 

3,240 

3.128 
3,026 
2,587 
2,547 
2,248 

2.128 


74.46 

71.91 

66.63 

66.31 
54.68 
51.73 
49.90 

49.82 
47.24 
41.77 
35.44 

33.64 
33.14 

32.82 

32.31 


FedEx Cup ieaders 


Through Nov. 18 
Points 

1. Charles Howell III 597 

2. Xander Schauffele 

3. Kevin Tway 

4. Brooks Koepka 

5. Marc Leishman 

5. Cameron Champ 
7. Matt Kuchar 


Money 

$1,407,350 
. $1,782,150 

574 $1,284,560 

556 $1,826,000 

545 $1,381,600 

521 $1,279,381 

505 $1,311,260 


3. Patrick Cantlay 

1. Danny Lee 

3. Patrick Rodgers 

4. Emiliano Grlllo 34Z 

5. Sam Ryder 311 

5. J.J. Spaun 309 

7. Chesson Hadley 296 

3. Brandt Snedeker 295 

3. Scott Piercy 290 

3. Ryan Moore 271 

1. Richy Werenski 269 

2. Ryan Palmer 268 

3. Abraham Ancer 250 

4. Webb Simpson 238 

5. Rafa Cabrera Bello 231 


430 $1,047,523 

399 $989,155 

382 $1,212,970 

372 $835,452 

342 $824,042 

311 $754,144 

309 $809,165 

296 $756,793 

295 $692,905 

290 $805,220 

271 $626,960 

269 $614,808 

268 $804,470 

250 $617,473 

$536,875 
$695,365 


Worid rankings 


1. Brooks Koepka 

2. Justin Rose 

3. Dustin Johnson 

4. Justin Thomas 

5. Bryson DeChambeau 

6. Jon Rahm 

7. Francesco Molinari 

8. Rory Mcliroy 

9. Rickie Fowler 
LO. Tony Finau 

LI. Xander Schauffele 
L2. Tommy Fleetwood 
L3. Tiger Woods 
L4. Jason Day 
L5. Patrick Reed 
L6. Jordan Spieth 
L7. Bubba Watson 
L8. Patrick Cantlay 
L9. Alex Noren 
!0. Marc Leishman 


USA 

ENG 

USA 

USA 

USA 


USA 

USA 

USA 

ENG 

USA 

AUS 

USA 

USA 

USA 

USA 

SWE 

AUS 


5.63 

5.55 

5.48 

5.48 

5.14 


Boxing 


Fight scheduie 

Dec. 30 

At Tokyo, Masayuki Ito vs. Evgeny 
Chuprakov, 12, for Ito’s WBO Junior light¬ 
weight title; Ken Shiro vs. Saul Juarez, 12, 
for Shiro’s WBC World Junior flyweight 
title; Tauma Inoue vs. Petch Sor Chitpat- 
tana, 12, for the vacant interim WBC ban¬ 
tamweight title. 

Dec. 31 

At Macau, China, Donnie Nietes vs. 
Kazuto loka, 12, for vacant WBO super 
flyweight title; Hekkie Budler vs. Hiroto 
Kyoguchi, 12, for Budler’s WBA Super 
World light flyweight title; Moruti Mtha- 
lane vs. Masahiro Sakamoto, 12, for 
Mthalane’s IBF flyweight title. 

Jan. 11 

At Shreveport, La., Devin Haney v 
Xolisani Ndongeni,^10, Mghtweights. 

At Los Angeles, Jose Uzcategui vs. C.- 
leb Plant, 12, for Uzcategui’s IBF super 
middleweight title; Brandon Figueroa 
vs. Moises Flores, 10, featherweights; 
Ahmed Elbiali vs. Allan Green, 10, light 
heavyweights; Hugo Centeno Jr. vs. Juan 
De Angel, 10, middleweights. 

Jan. 18 

At, Verona, N.Y., Bryant Jennings vs. 
Oscar Rivas, 12, for Jennings’ IBF Interna- 
tional-WBO-NABO heavyweights titles; 
Carlos Adames vS. Paul Valenzuela Jr., 
10, super welterweights. 

At Madison Square Garden Theater, 
New York, Demetrius Andrade vs. Artur 
Akavov, 12, for Andrade’s WBO middle¬ 
weight title; Jorge Linares vs. Pablo 
Cesar Cano, 12, for Linares’ WBC Inter¬ 
national Silver super lightweight title; 
Chris Algieri vs. Daniel Gonzalez, 10, wel¬ 
terweights. 


LA now 
hosting 
UFC 232 

Des Bieler 

The Washington Post. 

It just wouldn’t be a Jon Jones- 
headlined fight without some last- 
minute chaos, and sure enough, 
here we go again. This time, 
though, the UFC is backing its 
talented but troubled light heavy¬ 
weight and he will be allowed to 
compete against Alexander Gus- 
tafsson as scheduled. 

The catch is that Jones won’t be 
able to compete in Nevada, where 
UFC 232 was set to take place 
on Saturday at T-Mobile Arena 
in Las Vegas. Instead, the entire 
event — comprising 13 fights in 
all, including a titanic battle be¬ 
tween Cris Cyborg and Amanda 
Nunes — will be hastily moved to 
the Los Angeles-area Forum. 

At issue is a Dec. 9 sample from 
Jones that the US. Anti-Doping 
Agency, which administers the 
UFC’s drug-testing program, 
flagged as containing a metabolite 
of a steroid known as Turinabol. 
That’s the same banned substance 
that caused Jones to fail a test 
after defeating Daniel Cormier 
for the light heavyweight crown 
at UFC 214 in July 2017, resulting 
in the nullification of his win and 
a 15-month suspension that ended 
in October. 

According to a USADA state¬ 
ment Sunday, though, the discov¬ 
ery of the metabolite might not 
reflect a new doping violation 
but rather an echo of the previ¬ 
ous ingestion. The agency said 
it “concluded that the extremely 
low level” of the metabolite found 
in Jones “is consistent with resid¬ 
ual amounts from his prior expo¬ 
sure for which he was previously 
sanctioned.” 

“I believe that Jon Jones is 
clean,” Dana White, the UFC 
president who has been extremely 
critical of Jones in the past, said on 
Sunday (via MMA Junkie). “He’s 
in fight shape, and I believe that 
he’s been doing the right thing.” 

The Nevada State Athletic Com¬ 
mission, however, wants to ex¬ 
amine the test results and won’t 
sign off on Jones competing in its 
state until he meets with the body 
in early 2019. The agency did let 
Jones withdraw his application, 
and since he was cleared by the 
California State Athletic Commis¬ 
sion earher this month, the UFC is 
moving his fight card to L.A. 

To help his case, Jones flew to 
California on Saturday to pro¬ 
vide another sample for testing 
(per ESPN). He reportedly was 
informed Sunday that he came 
up clean, with CSAC executive 
director Andy Foster saying, “It’s 
that same old crap that he’s al¬ 
ready ingested. I can only go by 
what the scientists tell me, and I 
have multiple who are telling me 
there is no new injection.” 
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NHL 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Tampa Bay 37 28 7 2 58 154 106 

Toronto 37 25 10 2 52 140 103 

Buffalo 37 21 11 5 47 111 105 

Boston 37 20 13 4 44 105 96 

Montreal 37 19 13 5 43 115 117 

Florida 35 15 14 6 36 115 125 

Detroit 38 15 17 6 36 109 126 

Ottawa 37 15 18 4 34 118 144 

Metropoiitan Division 
Washington 35 22 10 3 47 129 103 

Columbus 36 21 12 3 45 117 109 

Pittsburgh 36 18 12 6 42 119 110 

N.Y. Islanders 35 18 13 4 40 101 98 

N.Y. Rangers 35 15 14 6 36 102 115 

Carolina 35 15 15 5 35 90 103 

Philadelphia 35 15 16 4 34 104 125 

New Jersey 35 12 16 7 31 102 125 

Western Conference 

Centrai Division 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Winnipeg 36 24 10 2 50 128 101 

Nashville 37 22 13 2 46 111 95 

Colorado 37 19 12 6 44 129 115 

Dallas 37 18 16 3 39 99 102 

Minnesota 35 17 15 3 37 103 99 

St. Louis 34 14 16 4 32 96 114 

Chicago 39 13 20 6 32 111 145 

Pacific Division 

Calgary 37 22 12 3 47 127 103 

San Jose 38 19 12 7 45 124 115 

Vegas 39 20 15 4 44 117 112 

Anaheim 38 19 14 5 43 95 109 

Edmonton 36 18 15 3 39 102 111 

Vancouver 39 17 18 4 38 117 125 

Arizona 36 16 18 2 34 93 101 

Los Angeles 37 14 20 3 31 86 112 

NOTE: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime ioss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wiid cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Saturday’s games 
Boston 5, Nashville 2 
Columbus 4, Philadelphia 3 
Florida 2, Detroit 1 
St. Louis 3, Calgary 1 
Montreal 4, Vegas 3, OT 
Los Angeles 3, San Jose 2, OT 
Arizona 6, Colorado 4 
Buffalo 3, Anaheim 0 
Washington 4, Ottawa 0 
Pittsburgh 3, Carolina 0 
Toronto 5, N.Y. Rangers 3 
Dallas 2, Minnesota 1, OT 
Winnipeg 1, Vancouver 0 
Tampa Bay 6, Edmonton 3 
Sunday’s games 
Columbus 3, New Jersey 0 
Carolina 5, Boston 3 
Florida 6, Chicago 3 
Philadelphia 3, N.Y. Rangers 2, SO 
Toronto 5, Detroit 4, OT 
N.Y. Islanders 3, Dallas 1 
Los Angeles 4, Vegas 3, OT 
Arizona 4, San Jose 3, SO 
Monday’s games 
No games scheduled 

Tuesday’s games 
No games scheduled 

Wednesday’s games 
No games scheduled 

Sunday 

Coyotes 4, Sharks 3 (SO) 

Arizona 111 0-4 

San Jose 1 0 2 0-3 

Arizona won shootout 1-0 
First Period—1, San Jose, Heed 1 
(Vlasic, Thornton), 15:11 (pp). 2, Arizona, 
Galchenyuk 4 (Keller), 15:31. 

Second Period—3, Arizona, Gal¬ 
chenyuk 5 (Keller, Schmaltz), 12:21 (pp). 

Third Period—4, San Jose, HertI 11 
(Braun, Vlasic), 4:17. 5, Arizona, Garland 
2 (Panik, Chychrun), 6:06. 6, San Jose, 
HertI 12 (Braun, Kane), 13:53. 

Shootout—Arizona 1 (, Galchenyuk G, 
, Keller NG), San Jose 0 (, Pavelski NG, , 
HertI NG,, Couture NG). 

Shots on Goal—Arizona 11-10-4-1—26. 
San Jose 10-6-14-8-38. 

Power-play opportunities—Arizona 1 
of 4; San Jose 1 of 5. 

Goalies—Arizona, Kuemper 5-9-2 (38 
shots-35 saves). San Jose, Dell 5-4-3 (26- 
23). 

A-17,325 (17,562). T-2:38. 

Kings 4, Golden Knights 3 (OT) 

Los Angeles 0 2 1 1-4 

Vegas 1110-3 

First Period—1, Vegas, Nosek 4 (Hold¬ 
en, Lindberg), 10:10. 

Second Period—2, Los Angeles, Ama- 
dio 2 (Luff, Kempe), 3:32. 3, Vegas, Smith 
8 (Holden, Marchessault), 10:01. 4, Los 
Angeles, lafallo 9 (Kovalchuk), 12:52. 

Third Period—5, Los Angeles, Carter 
7 (Kopitar, Doughty), 2:06 (pp). 6, Vegas, 
Reaves 7 (Pirri, Schmidt), 6:55 (pp). 

Overtime—7, Los Angeles, Toffoli 6 
(Fantenberg), 1:40. 

Shots on Goal—Los Angeles 7-15-9- 
1-32. Vegas 8-9-4-4-25. 

Power-play opportunities—Los Ange¬ 
les 1 of 2; Vegas 1 of 1. 

Goalies—Los Angeles, Petersen 5-4-1 
(25 shots-22 saves). Vegas, Fleury 20-10- 
4 (32-28). 

A-18,225 (17,367). T-2:24. 

Islanders 3, Stars 1 

N.Y. Islanders 0 1 2-3 

Dallas 0 1 0-1 

Second Period—1, Dallas, Pitlick 4 

(Janmark, Spezza), 6:20.2, N.Y. Islanders, 
Cizikas 9,14:10. 

Third Period—3, N.Y. Islanders, Lee 13 
(Leddy, Barzal), 8:50 (pp). 4, N.Y. Island¬ 
ers, Komarov 4, 19:00. 


Shots on Goal—N.Y. Islanders 9-9-10— 
28. Dallas 7-7-6-20. 

Power-play opportunities—N.Y. Is¬ 
landers 1 of 3; Dallas 0 of 1. 

Goalies—N.Y. Islanders, Lehner 6-6-3 
(20 shots-19 saves). Dallas, Khudobin 6- 
7-2 (27-25). 

A-18,031 (18,532). T-2:26. 

Mapie Leafs 5, 

Red Wings 4 (OT) 

Detroit 2 1 10-4 

Toronto 12 1 1-5 

First Period—1, Toronto, Kapanen 

13 (Matthews, Rielly), 0:27. 2, Detroit, 
Hronek 2, 3:45. 3, Detroit, Rasmussen 6 
(Jensen, Larkin), 19:18. 

Second Period—4, Detroit, Ehn 1 (Me¬ 
gan), 9:53. 5, Toronto, Gauthier 1 (Moore, 
Lindholm), 12:52.6, Toronto, Rielly 13 (Ta¬ 
vares, Johnsson), 14:00. 

Third Period—7, Detroit, Nielsen 7 
(Bertuzzi, Kronwall), 12:03. 8, Toronto, 
Tavares 24 (Gardiner), 19:52. 

Overtime—9, Toronto, Kapanen 14 
(Dermott, Kadri), 1:53. 

Shots on Goal—Detroit 13-9-6-2—30. 
Toronto 3-11-8-2-24. 

Power-play opportunities—Detroit 0 
of 3; Toronto 0 of 2. 

Goalies—Detroit, Bernier 5-9-2 (24 
shots-19 saves). Toronto, Sparks 5-1-1 
(30-26). 

A-19,196 (18,819). T-2:31. 

Dyers 3, Rangers 2 (SO) 

Philadelphia 0 110-3 

N.Y. Rangers 10 10-2 

Philadelphia won shootout 1-0 
First Period—1, N.Y. Rangers, Kreider 
17 (Staal, Hayes), 10:05. 

Second Period—2, Philadelphia, RaffI 

1 (Sanheim), 1:46. 

Third Period—3, Philadelphia, Sim- 
monds 11 (Couturier, Voracek), 5:01 (pp). 
4, N.Y, Nieves 1 (Andersson), 5:23. 

Shootout—Philadelphia 1 (Voracek NG, 
Giroux NG, van Riemsdyk NG, Patrick G), 
N.Y. Rangers 0 (Zuccarello NG, Zibanejad 
NG, Buchnevich NG, Hayes NG). 

Shots on Goal—Philadelphia 10-13-5- 
3-31. N.Y. Rangers 9-10-13-2-34. 

Power-play opportunities—Ph i I ade I - 
phia 1 of 2; N.Y. Rangers 0 of 2. 

Goalies—Philadelphia, Neuvirth 1-2-0 
(34 shots-32 saves). N.Y. Rangers, Lun- 
dqvist 10-9-6 (31-29). 

A-17,515 (18,006). T-2:43. 

Panthers 6, Blackhawks 3 

Florida 1 3 2-6 

Chicago 1 1 1-3 

First Period—1, Chicago, Murphy 1 
(Perlini, Strome), 13:23.2, Florida, Hawry- 
luk 1 (Haley, Pysyk), 16:21. 

Second Period—3, Florida, Hawryluk 2 
(Matheson), 2:35. 4, Chicago, DeBrincat 
17 (Toews, Strome), 4:56 (pp). 5, Florida, 
Hoffman 17 (Vatrano, Weegar), 16:49 
(pp). 6, Florida, McCann 6 (Weegar), 
17:20. 

Third Period—7, Florida, Malgin 3 (Mc¬ 
Cann), 0:59. 8, Chicago, Strome 9 (Mur¬ 
phy, Kane), 9:35. 9, Florida, Vatrano 10 
(Yandle, Barkov), 18:59. 

Shots on Goal-Florida 9-14-4-27. Chi¬ 
cago 9-8-12—29. 

Power-play opportunities—Florida 1 
of 3; Chicago 1 of 3. 

Goalies—Florida, Reimer 6-7-3 (29 
shots-26 saves). Chicago, Ward 6-6-4 (26- 
21 ). 

A-21,789 (19,717). T-2:16. 

Hurricanes 5, Bruins 3 

Boston 2 1 0-3 

Carolina 1 3 1-5 

First Period—1, Boston, Donato 4 (Krug, 
Marchand), 2:40 (pp). 2, Boston, Kampfer 

2 (Kuraly, Marchand), 8:56. 3, Carolina, 
Teravainen 7 (Aho, Slavin), 12:55. 

Second Period—4, Carolina, Aho 13 
(Teravainen), 1:29 (sh). 5, Carolina, Aho 

14 (Teravainen), 7:11. 6, Carolina, Faulk 2 
(Williams, Ferland), 11:47. 7, Boston, Do¬ 
nato 5 (Cave, Backes), 16:05. 

Third Period—8 , Carolina, Teravainen 
8 (Aho), 7:20 (sh). 

Shots on Goal—Boston 11-7-12—30. 
Carolina 13-16-8-37. 

Power-play opportunities—Boston 1 
of 5; Carolina Oof 3. 

Goalies—Boston, T.Rask 8-8-2 (37 

shots-32 saves). Carolina, Mrazek 6-7-2 
(30-27). 

A-17,491 (18,680). T-2:37. 

Biue Jackets 3, Deviis 0 

Columbus 2 1 0-3 

New Jersey 0 0 0-0 

First Period—1, Columbus, Atkinson 
23 (Panarin, Murray), 4:03. 2, Columbus, 
Bjorkstrand 4 (Wennberg, Werenski), 
5:31. 

Second Period—3, Columbus, Panarin 
11, 10:47. 

Shots on Goal—Columbus 4-11-5—20. 
New Jersey 7-13-19-39. 

Power-play opportunities—Columbus 
0 of 4; New Jersey 0 of 3. 

Goalies—Columbus, Bobrovsky 16-10-1 
(39 shots-39 saves). New Jersey, KInkaid 
12-10-6 (11-8), Blackwood 0-1-0 (9-9). 

A-12,872 (16,514). T-2:25. 


NHL calendar 



Karl B DeBlaker/AP 

The Hurricanes’ Sebastian Aho, right, celebrates his goal in front of the Bruins’ Joakim Nordstrom during 
the second period Sunday in Raleigh, N.C. Carolina won 5-3. 

Roundup 


Aho, Teravainen lift Canes 


Associated Press 

RALEIGH, N.C. — The Caro¬ 
lina Hurricanes brought back the 
Hartford Whalers for a night, and 
two of their younger stars kept 
“Brass Bonanza” seemingly play¬ 
ing on repeat. 

Sebastian Aho and Teuvo Tera¬ 
vainen each had two goals and 
two assists and the Hurricanes 
beat the Boston Bruins 5-3 on 
Sunday while wearing Whalers 
uniforms for the first time since 
moving 21 years ago. 

Aho, a 21-year-old who was bom 
three months after the Whalers’ 
final game, had his fourth career 
four-point night and his second in 
five games, while it was the third 
for his linemate Teravainen. They 
assisted on each other’s two goals. 

“Obviously, when you’re scor¬ 
ing, you get more confidence. 
That’s how it goes,” Aho said. “It’s 
maybe a little bit easier to score 
when you get a couple of goals. 
I’m feeling pretty good right now, 
but it’s not just me. My linemates 
are helping me out a lot.” 

The Hurricanes scored four 
straight goals — three in the sec¬ 
ond period — to erase an early 2-0 
deficit and snap a two-game los¬ 
ing streak that had left them two 
points out of last place. 

“You could see from the 
start, they were engaged, even 
when we got down,” coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “That was nice 
to see the level of engagement for 
60 minutes. ... [The Bruins are] 
going to have their moments, and 
they did, but I felt like we just kept 
battling, and we got the win.” 

Justin Faulk also scored for 
Carolina, which scored two short- 
handed goals for the first time 
since 2013. 


Ryan Donato had two goals, 
Steven Kampfer also scored and 
Brad Marchand had two assists 
for the Bruins, who had won three 
straight and six of eight. 

Maple Leafs 5, Red Wings 4 
(OT): Kasperi Kapanen scored 
his second goal of the game at 
1:53 of overtime and host Toronto 
beat Detroit. 

Kapanen’s winner squeezed 
through the pads of former Leafs 
goalie Jonathan Bernier and just 
got over the goal line. 

Morgan Rielly and John Tava¬ 
res each had a goal and an assist, 
and Frederik Gauthier also for 
Toronto, which extended its win¬ 
ning streak to four games. Gar¬ 
ret Sparks made 26 saves for the 
Leafs. 

Kings 4, Golden Knights 3 
(OT): Tyler Toffoli scored 1:40 
into overtime to lift Los Angeles 
past host Vegas. 

After Los Angeles goalie Calvin 
Petersen made a series of spec¬ 
tacular saves to start overtime, 
Toffoli caught the Golden Knights 
on a shift change and beat Marc- 
Andre Fleury on a breakaway 
with a wrist shot. 

Michael Amadio, Alex lafallo 
and Jeff Carter also scored for 
the Kings. 

Coyotes 4, Sharks 3 (SO): 

Alex Galchenyuk ended a slump 
by scoring twice and had the only 
goal in the shootout to lift Arizona 
over host San Jose. 

Tomas HertI scored twice in 
the third period for San Jose, 
which lost its third straight after 
winning a season-high five in a 
row. 

Galchenyuk hadn’t scored in 
his previous 16 games. Tim Heed 
scored his first goal of the season 
in his third game for San Jose. 


Islanders 3, Stars 1: Anders 
Lee scored a tiebreaking power- 
play goal with 10:10 to play and 
New York beat host Dallas. 

The Islanders’ first two goals 
went in off Dallas goalie Anton 
Khudobin. On the winner, Nick 
Leddy’s shot from the top of the 
slot hit the left post and went off 
Khudobin’s right skate before 
Lee poked the puck between the 
goalie’s legs. 

Panthers 6, Blackhawks 3: 

Jayce Hawryluk scored his first 
two NHL goals, Mike Hoffman 
and Jared McCann had goals 
in a 31-second span in the sec¬ 
ond period and Florida beat host 
Chicago. 

Denis Malgin also scored and 
Frank Vatrano added an empty- 
netter as the Panthers won road 
games on consecutive night and 
prevailed for the fourth time in 
five games overall. 

Blue Jackets 3, Devils 0: Ser¬ 
gei Bobrovsky made 39 saves, Ar¬ 
temi Panarin had a goal and an 
assist, and Columbus beat New 
host Jersey for its fourth consecu¬ 
tive victory. 

Cam Atkinson and Oliver 
Bjorkstrand added first-period 
goals for the Blue Jackets. 

Flyers 3, Rangers 2 (SO): 
Nolan Patrick scored the lone 
goal in a shootout that lasted four 
rounds and visiting Philadelphia 
beat scuffling New York. 

Michael Raffl and Wayne Sim- 
monds scored in regulation, and 
Michael Neuvirth made 32 saves 
as the Flyers won for the third 
time since changing coaches. 

Chris Kreider and Boo Nieves 
scored for the Rangers, who lost 
their fifth in six games. Henrik 
Lundqvist stopped 28 shots. 
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Curry's last-second 
layup lifts Warriors 


Associated Press 

OAKLAND, Calif. — Steph 
Curry made a layup with 0.5 sec¬ 
onds left and the Golden State 
Warriors outlasted the Los An¬ 
geles Clippers 129-127 in an emo¬ 
tionally charged game Sunday 
night. 

Curry had 42 points to tie his 
second-highest scoring output of 
the season. He also got the last 
laugh after he exchanged heated 
words with Clippers guard Pat¬ 
rick Beverley in the first quarter. 

The Clippers’ Avery Bradley 
tied it at 127 with a dunk with 20.6 
seconds remaining. On the next 
possession, Curry had Montrezl 
Harrell on him at the top of the 
key, drove down the middle of the 
lane and converted the layup off 
the glass for the winner. 

Tobias Harris missed a shot as 
time expired, giving the Warriors 
their eighth victory in 10 games. 

Kevin Durant added 35 points 
for Golden State to help offset the 
Clippers’ 78-percent (18 of 23) 
three-point shooting. Harris led 
Los Angeles with 32 points, and 
Lou Williams added 25. 

Celtics 119, Hornets 103: 
Kyrie Irving scored 25 points, 
Jayson Tatum had 17 and host 
Boston beat Charlotte to end a 
three-game skid. 

A1 Horford returned after 
missing seven games with a sore 
left knee and had 10 points and 
six rebounds in 19 minutes. 

Boston was coming off a 120- 
107 loss at home to Milwaukee on 
Friday, which prompted a closed- 
door meeting in the locker room. 
The Celtics came out Sunday 
looking much more like the team 
that had won eight straight before 
the skid. 

The Celtics never trailed, shot 
50 percent and outrebounded the 
Hornets 47-37. 

Grizzlies 107, Lakers 99: 

Jaren Jackson Jr. scored 27 points 
and visiting Memphis beat Los 
Angeles to end a five-game losing 
streak. 

Marc Gasol had 17 points, nine 
rebounds and eight assists for 
the Grizzlies, who had lost four 
straight road games. 

LeBron James had 22 points, 
14 rebounds and seven assists for 
the Lakers. They have dropped 
three of their last four. 

Timberwolves 114, Thunder 
112: Andrew Wiggins scored 30 
points and hit the go-ahead layup 
with 14 seconds left in visiting 
Minnesota’s victory over Okla¬ 
homa City. 

Oklahoma City’s Paul George 
scored 31 points, but missed a 
three-pointer at the buzzer that 
would have won it. Russell West¬ 
brook had 23 points, 11 rebounds 
and 10 assists. 

Nets 111, Suns 103: Spen¬ 
cer Dinwiddie scored 24 points, 
D’Angelo Russell had 18 points, 
eight assists and six rebounds, 
and host Brooklyn beat weary 



John Hefti/AP 


Warriors guard Stephen Curry 
scores the final basket against 
the Clippers on Sunday. 

Phoenix. 

The Suns, with a short turn¬ 
around after a 149-146 triple¬ 
overtime loss in Washington a 
night earlier, dropped their sec¬ 
ond straight after a four-game 
winning streak. 

Trail Blazers 121, Mavericks 
118 (OT): Damian Lillard scored 
33 points and host Portland hand¬ 
ed Dallas its sixth straight loss. 

Jusuf Nurkic added 10 points 
and 12 rebounds to help Portland 
wim for the fourth time in five 
games. 

Harrison Barnes led the slump¬ 
ing Mavericks with 27 points. 

Kings 122, Pelicans 117: Wil¬ 
lie Cauley-Stein had 22 points and 
a career-high 17 rebounds. Buddy 
Hield scored 28 points and host 
Sacramento overcame an 11-point 
deficit in the fourth quarter. 

Anthony Davis had 26 points 
and 17 rebounds for the Pelicans. 

Pacers 105, Wizards 89: 
Myles Turner had 18 points and 
17 rebounds and host Indiana 
beat sluggish Washington. 

The Wizards were coming off 
a triple-overtime victory over 
Phoenix in Washington the previ¬ 
ous night. They shot a season-low 
36.8 percent. 

Hawks 98, Pistons 95: Alex 
Len had 15 points and a season- 
high 17 rebounds, Vince Carter 
had a season-best 18 points, and 
visiting Atlanta held off Detroit 
for its third straight victory. 

Langston Galloway led Detroit 
with 18 points. 

Heat 115, Magic 91: Tyler 
Johnson scored 20 of his 25 points 
in the third quarter and visiting 
Miami beat Orlando to give Erik 
Spoelstra his 500th coaching 
victory. 

Justise Winslow added 22 
points and Josh Richardson fin¬ 
ished with 15 points and 10 re¬ 
bounds for Miami. 

Bulls 112, Cavaliers 92: Lauri 
Markkanen scored 31 points and 
Chicago won consecutive games 
for the first time this season, 
beating host Cleveland. 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 

W L Pet GB 

Toronto " '■ ■" 

Philadelphia 
Boston 
Brooklyn 


New York 


25 10 .714 

22 12 .647 2'/2 

19 13 .594 4'/2 

16 19 .457 9 

9 25 .265 15'/2 

Southeast Division 

16 16 .500 - 

16 16 .500 - 


Charlotte 
Miami 

Orlando _ __ _ 

Washington 13 21 .382 

Atlanta 9 23 .281 

Centrai Division 

Milwaukee 22 10 .688 

Indiana 22 12 .647 

Detroit 15 16 .484 

Chicago 9 25 .265 

Cleveland 8 26 .235 15 

Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

L Pet GB 


6'/2 


17 15 .531 

18 16 .529 

17 16 .515 

15 17 .469 

15 19 .441 


Houston 
San Antonio 
Memphis 

New Orleans 

Northwest Division 

Denver 21 10 .677 

Oklahoma City 21 11 .656 

Portland 19 14 .576 

Utah 16 18 .471 

Minnesota 15 18 .455 

Paeifie Division 


__ 11 .676 - 

19 14 .576 3'/2 

19 14 .576 3'/2 

18 15 .545 4'/2 

" 26 .235 15 


Golden State 
L.A. Lakers 
L.A. Clippers 
Sacramento 

Phoenix a 

Sunday’s games 
Atlanta 98, Detroit 95 
Indiana 105, Washington 89 
Boston 119, Charlotte 103 
Brooklyn 111, Phoenix 103 
Chicago 112, Cleveland 92 
Miami 115, Orlando 91 
Sacramento 122, New Orleans 117 
Minnesota 114, Oklahoma City 112 
Golden State 129, L.A. Clippers 127 
Portland 121, Dallas 118, OT 
Memphis 107, L.A. Lakers 99 
Monday’s games 
No games scheduled. 

Tuesday’s games 
Milwaukee at New York 
Oklahoma City at Houston 
Philadelphia at Boston 
L.A. Lakers at Golden State 
Portland at Utah 

Wednesday’s games 
Phoenix at Orlando 
Washington at Detroit 
Charlotte at Brooklyn 
Indiana at Atlanta 
Toronto at Miami 
Cleveland at Memphis 
Minnesota at Chicago 
Denver at San Antonio 
New Orleans at Dallas 
Sacramento at L.A. Clippers 

Sunday 

Hawks 98, Pistons 95 

ATLANTA - Huerter 4-10 0-0 8, Ded- 
mon 4-6 2-4 11, Len 7-18 1-2 15, Young 4- 
14 4-6 12, Bazemore 4-13 4-4 13, Bembry 

2-5 0-0 4, Poythress 0-1 0-0 0, Lin 2-7 6-6 
10, Carter 7-14 1-1 18, Hamilton 0-1 0-0 0, 
Anderson 2-2 2-2 7. Totals 36-91 20-25 98. 

DETROIT - Kennard 1-3 0-0 2, Griffin 4- 
14 6-9 15, Drummond 6-12 1-6 13, Jackson 
5-12 4-5 16, Bullock 2-6 2-2 8, Johnson 2-9 
0-0 4, Pachulia 3-4 1-2 7, Galloway 6-12 3-3 
18, Calderon 1-3 0-0 2, Brown 4-8 0-0 10. 
Totals 34-83 17-27 95. 

Atlanta 28 29 22 19-98 

Detroit 21 22 23 29-95 

Three-point Goals—Atlanta 6-23 
(Carter 3-9, Anderson 1-1, Dedmon 1-2, 
Bazemore 1-3, Len 0-1, Lin 0-1, Hamilton 
0-1, Huerter 0-2, Young 0-3), Detroit 10- 
29 (Galloway 3-5, Brown 2-2, Jackson 2-5, 
Bullock 2-5, Griffin 1-7, Calderon 0-1, Ken¬ 
nard 0-1, Johnson 0-3). Fouled Out—Jack- 
son, Dedmon. Rebounds—Atlanta 54 (Len 
17), Detroit 41 (Drummond 15). Assists— 
Atlanta 24 (Young 6), Detroit 21 (Jackson 

5). Total Fouls-Atlanta 25, Detroit 25. 
Technicals—Atlanta coach Hawks (De¬ 
fensive three second). A—16,532 (20,491). 


Warriors 129, Ciippers 127 

L.A. CLIPPERS - Harris 12-21 2-2 32, 
Gallinari 8-11 4-4 25, Gortat 1-2 0-2 2, Gil- 
geous-Alexander 1-3 0-0 3, Bradley 4-8 2- 
2 12, Harrell 6-11 1-3 13, Scott 1-2 0-0 3, 
Beverley 3-7 2-2 10, Thornwell 0-0 0-0 0, 
Wallace 1-1 0-0 2, Williams 6-14 12-14 25. 
Totals 43-80 23-29 127. 

GOLDEN STATE - Durant 10-19 12-15 
35, Jerebko 3-7 0-0 7, Green 4-12 4-4 14, 
Curry 12-22 12-13 42, Thompson 4-15 2-2 
12, McKinnie 3-4 0-0 6, Looney 5-6 0-0 10, 
Livingston 1-6 1-2 3, Iguodala 0-2 0-0 0. 
Totals 42-93 31-36 129. 

L.A. Clippers 36 35 23 33-127 

Golden State 36 31 36 26-129 

Three-point Goals—L.A. Clippers 18- 
23 (Harris 6-7, Gallinari 5-5, Beverley 2-3, 
Bradley 2-3, Gilgeous-Alexander 1-1, Wil¬ 
liams 1-1, Scott 1-2, Harrell 0-1), Golden 
State 14-40 (Curry 6-15, Durant 3-7, Green 

2-5, Thompson 2-6, Jerebko 1-5, Livings¬ 
ton 0-1, McKinnie 0-1). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—L.A. Clippers 42 (Gallinari 11), 
Golden State 46 (Durant 12). Assists—L.A. 
Clippers 23 (Williams 9), Golden State 22 
(Green 6). Total Fouls—L.A. Clippers 25, 
Golden State 27. Technicals—Beverley, 
Harris, Curry, Golden State coach War¬ 
riors (Defensive three second). Green. 
A-19,596 (19,596). 


Pacers 105, Wizards 89 

WASHINGTON - Ariza 2-5 0-0 6, Green 

4- 10 1-1 10, Bryant 3-6 4-4 11, Wall 1-7 4-4 
7, Beal 2-11 2-2 7, Dekker 4-8 0-0 8, Brown 
Jr. 0-1 0-0 0, Morris 5-12 5-5 16, Mahinmi 

1- 2 4-4 6, Satoransky 3-6 2-2 8, Baker 0-2 
0-0 0, Randle 3-5 2-4 10, McRae 0-1 0-0 0. 
Totals 28-76 24-26 89. 

INDIANA - Bogdanovic 5-12 1-2 14, 
Young 5-12 0-0 10, Turner 8-17 1-1 18, Colli- 
son 5-110-0 12, Oladipo 4-13 2-2 12, McDer¬ 
mott 1-4 0-0 2, Leaf 0-1 0-0 0, Sabonis 6-7 

3-4 15, O’Quinn 1-1 0-0 2, Holiday 4-9 3-3 12, 
Joseph 4-10 0-0 8. Totals 43-97 10-12 105. 
Washington 25 21 18 25- 89 

Indiana 27 26 31 21-105 

Three-point Goals—Washington 9-35 
(Randle 2-2, Ariza 2-5, Bryant 1-1, Wall 1- 
4, Morris 1-5, Green 1-5, Beal 1-6, Dekker 
0-1, McRae 0-1, Mahinmi 0-1, Satoransky 
0-2, Baker 0-2), Indiana 9-30 (Bogdanovic 

3-7, Collison 2-5, Oladipo 2-7, Turner 1- 
2, Holiday 1-3, Young 0-2, McDermott 
0-2, Joseph 0-2). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Washington 37 (Bryant 7), Indi¬ 
ana 57 (Turner 17). Assists—Washington 
21 (Beal, Wall 5), Indiana 24 (Oladipo 9). 
Total Fouls—Washington 18, Indiana 25. 
A-17,923 (20,000). 

Celtics 119, Hornets 103 

CHARLOTTE - Batum 2-6 0-0 5, Wil¬ 
liams 1-9 2-2 4, Zeller 2-4 1-2 5, Walker 
8-15 2-2 21, Lamb 4-12 5-8 14, Bridges 1-6 
0-0 3, Kidd-Gilchrist 3-7 1-1 7, Hernango- 
mez 8-11 3-5 19, Monk 4-8 3-3 13, Graham 
3-5 1-1 7, Parker 1-4 1-2 3, Bacon 1-1 0-0 2. 
Totals 38-88 19-26 103. 

BOSTON - Tatum 6-13 2-3 17, Morris 

5- 10 0-0 12, Horford 4-4 2-3 10, Irving 9-12 

3- 4 25, Smart 2-5 0-0 6, Brown 3-9 2-2 8, 
Ojeleye 2-4 0-0 5, Hayward 2-7 4-4 8, Theis 

4- 5 1-2 10, Yabusele 1-2 1-2 3, Williams III 

2- 3 2-2 6, Wanamaker 0-2 0-0 0, Rozier 3- 
10 3-3 9. Totals 43-86 20-25 119. 

Charlotte 26 21 20 36-103 

Boston 29 39 26 25-119 

Three-point Goals—Charlotte 8-32 
(Walker 3-8, Monk 2-6, Batum 1-2, Bridges 

1- 2, Lamb 1-6, Hernangomez 0-1, Graham 
0-1, Zeller 0-1, Williams 0-5), Boston 13-39 
(Irving 4-6, Tatum 3-8, Smart 2-4, Mor¬ 
ris 2-4, Theis 1-1, Ojeleye 1-3, Yabusele 
0-1, Wanamaker 0-2, Hayward 0-2, Brown 
0-4, Rozier 0-4). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Charlotte 37 (Hernangomez 10), 
Boston 47 (Morris 8). Assists—Charlotte 
24 (Graham, Lamb 5), Boston 30 (Rozier 

6). Total Fouls-Charlotte 17, Boston 22. 
Technicals—Charlotte coach Hornets (De¬ 
fensive three second). A-18,624 (18,624). 

T-woives 114, Thunder 112 

MINNESOTA - Covington 4-8 2-3 13, 
Gibson 5-8 1-2 11, Towns 5-9 6-6 18, Jones 

2- 5 0-0 5, Wiggins 11-20 6-10 30, Saric 4-9 
0-0 10, Dieng 5-6 0-0 11, Bayless 2-8 1-1 7, 
Okogie 3-10 2-5 9. Totals 41-83 18-27 114. 

OKLAHOMA CITY - George 11-24 6-6 
31, Grant 6-10 1-1 14, Adams 6-10 0-1 12, 
Westbrook 10-19 2-4 23, Ferguson 0-1 2-2 
2, Noel 0-1 0-0 0, Patterson 2-4 0-0 6, Sch¬ 
roder 4-12 1-2 10, Diallo 2-3 3-4 7, Abrines 
2-6 2-2 7. Totals 43-90 17-22 112. 

Minnesota 35 18 33 28-114 

Oklahoma City 25 38 17 32-112 

Three-point Goals—Minnesota 14-27 
(Covington 3-5, Towns 2-2, Bayless 2-3, 
Wiggins 2-4, Saric 2-6, Dieng 1-1, Jones 
1-2, Okogie 1-4), Oklahoma City 9-25 
(George 3-6, Patterson 2-2, Westbrook 
1-1, Schroder 1-4, Grant 1-5, Abrines 

1- 5, Ferguson 0-1, Diallo 0-1). Fouled 
Out—Westbrook. Rebounds—Minnesota 
41 (Saric 8), Oklahoma City 44 (George, 
Westbrook 11). Assists—Minnesota 25 
(Towns 6), Oklahoma City 17 (Westbrook 
10). Total Fouls—Minnesota 23, Oklaho¬ 
ma City 27. Technicals—Saric, Oklahoma 
City coach Thunder (Defensive three 
second). A-18,203 (18,203). 

Grizzlies 107, Lakers 99 

MEMPHIS - Anderson 1-5 0-0 2, Jack- 
son Jr. 11-214-5 27, Gasol 7-16 1-3 17, Con¬ 
ley 7-13 0-0 17, Temple 5-7 0-0 14, Rabb 

2- 4 0-0 4, Green 4-6 2-2 12, Mack 0-4 0-0 0, 
Selden 4-9 2-4 12, D.Brooks 1-5 0-0 2. To¬ 
tals 42-90 9-14 107. 

L.A. LAKERS - James 8-14 4-4 22, Kuz¬ 
ma 3-8 3-6 11, Zubac 8-12 3-4 19, Ball 2-10 
0-0 4, Ingram 8-15 3-6 20, Wagner 0-2 0-0 
0, Rondo 1-2 0-0 2, Hart 3-7 2-2 11, Ste¬ 
phenson 0-0 0-0 0, Caldwell-Pope 4-5 0-0 
10. Totals 37-75 15-22 99. 

Memphis 26 24 22 35-107 

L.A. Lakers 20 26 29 24- 99 

Three-point Goals—Memphis 14- 

26 (Temple 4-6, Conley 3-6, Green 2-2, 
Selden 2-4, Gasol 2-4, Jackson Jr. 1-2, 
D.Brooks 0-2), L.A. Lakers 10-30 (Hart 3-6, 
Caldwell-Pope 2-3, James 2-5, Kuzma 2-6, 
Ingram 1-3, Ball 0-7). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Memphis 43 (Jackson Jr., Ga¬ 
sol 9), L.A. Lakers 41 (James 14). Assists— 
Memphis 24 (Conley, Gasol 8), L.A. Lakers 

27 (James 7). Total Fouls—Memphis 20, 
L.A. Lakers 16. A-18,997 (18,997). 

Kings 122, Pelicans 117 

NEW ORLEANS - Miller 2-9 3-3 8, Davis 
7-20 11-12 26, Randle 8-16 2-4 18, Frazier 

4-7 2-2 12, Holiday 12-21 2-3 27, Hill 2-4 1- 
2 6, Okafor 3-5 0-0 6, F.Jackson 1-3 2-2 4, 
Moore 5-9 0-0 10. Totals 44-94 23-28 117. 

SACRAMENTO - Shumpert 3-7 2-2 10, 
BJelica 2-9 2-2 7, Cauley-Stein 10-19 2-4 
22, Fox 5-15 8-11 19, Hield 11-18 0-1 28, 
J.Jackson 2-6 0-0 6, Giles III 1-6 2-2 4, Kou- 
fos 0-1 0-2 0, Ferrell 1-3 0-0 2, Bogdanovic 
7-16 8-9 24. Totals 42-100 24-33 122. 

New Orleans 36 33 27 21-117 

Sacramento 25 33 28 36-122 


Three-point Goals—New Orleans 6-26 
(Frazier 2-2, Hill 1-2, Holiday 1-5, Davis 1-5, 
Miller 1-7, F.Jackson 0-1, Randle 0-1, Moore 
0-3), Sacramento 14-31 (Hield 6-11, Shump¬ 
ert 2-4, Bogdanovic 2-5, J.Jackson 2-5, Fox 
1-1, Bjelica 1-3, Giles III 0-1, Ferrell 0-1). 
Fouled Out—Miller, Randle. Rebounds— 
New Orleans 58 (Davis 17), Sacramento 50 
(Cauley-Stein 17). Assists—New Orleans 
26 (Frazier 7), Sacramento 26 (Fox 11). 
Total Fouls—New Orleans 29, Sacramento 
21. A-16,643 (17,608). 

Heat 115, Magic 91 

MIAMI - T.Johnson 9-15 1-1 25, 
J.Johnson 4-4 0-0 9, Whiteside 7-13 0-2 

14, Winslow 9-12 1-2 22, Richardson 4-14 

5-5 15, McGruder 0-0 0-0 0, Jones Jr. 2-5 

1- 2 6, Olynyk 3-4 3-4 11, Adebayo 1-6 1- 
2 3, Wade 4-12 1-1 10, Ellington 0-0 0-0 0. 
Totals 43-85 13-19 115. 

ORLANDO - Isaac 2-7 4-4 8, Gordon 4- 
7 4-4 14, Vucevic 3-12 2-5 8, Augustin 3-5 
0-0 7, Fournier 5-11 4-6 17, Iwundu 0-1 2-2 
2, Martin 0-1 0-0 0, Birch 0-1 0-0 0, Bamba 

2- 4 3-6 7, Briscoe 1-1 0-0 2, Ross 2-9 1-2 7, 
Grant 2-5 3-3 8, Simmons 5-6 0-0 11. To¬ 
tals 29-70 23-32 91. 

Miami 28 25 37 25-115 

Oriando 17 27 27 20- 91 

Three-point Goals—Miami 16-31 
(T.Johnson 6-9, Winslow 3-4, Olynyk 2- 
2, Richardson 2-8, J.Johnson 1-1, Jones 
Jr. 1-2, Wade 1-4, Adebayo 0-1), Orlando 

10- 28 (Fournier 3-7, Gordon 2-4, Ross 2- 
6, Simmons 1-2, Augustin 1-2, Grant 1-3, 
Martin 0-1, Vucevic 0-1, Isaac 0-2). Fouled 
Out-None. Rebounds—Miami 39 (Rich¬ 
ardson 10), Orlando 40 (Isaac, Vucevic 7). 
Assists—Miami 27 (Winslow, Adebayo, 
J.Johnson 5), Orlando 15 (Fournier, Gor¬ 
don 4). Total Fouls—Miami 26, Orlando 19. 
Technicals-Whiteside. A-18,846 (18,846). 

Bulls 112, Cavaliers 92 

CHICAGO - Holiday 5-8 2-2 15, Mark¬ 
kanen 11-18 4-4 31, Carter Jr. 2-7 1-2 5, 
Arcidiacono 5-8 1-1 12, Dunn 8-11 1-1 17, 
Hutchison 2-3 0-0 4, Felicio 0-0 0-0 0, Lo¬ 
pez 5-9 1-1 11, Alkins 1-3 0-0 3, Harrison 
2-5 1-2 6, Blakeney 2-6 4-4 8. Totals 43-78 
15-17 112. 

CLEVELAND - Blossomgame 0-2 0-0 
0, Osman 6-11 3-3 17, Nance Jr. 9-14 2-4 
20, Sexton 3-16 0-0 6, Burks 5-10 0-1 12, 
Jones 0-0 0-0 0, Hood 0-0 0-0 0, Frye 1-2 
0-0 3, Zizic 0-3 0-0 0, Dellavedova 4-9 1-1 
10, Nwaba 2-4 3-5 7, Clarkson 8-13 0-0 17. 
Totals 38-84 9-14 92. 

Chicago 28 26 30 28-112 

Cieveiand 29 30 15 18- 92 

Three-point Goals—Chicago 11-22 
(Markkanen 5-10, Holiday 3-5, Alkins 1-1, 
Harrison 1-2, Arcidiacono 1-2, Lopez 0- 
1, Blakeney 0-1), Cleveland 7-23 (Osman 
2-4, Burks 2-6, Frye 1-2, Dellavedova 1-3, 
Clarkson 1-3, Blossomgame 0-1, Nance Jr. 
0-2, Sexton 0-2). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Chicago 43 (Dunn 8), Cleveland 
31 (Osman 7). Assists—Chicago 26 (Arci¬ 
diacono 8), Cleveland 11 (Sexton, Burks 
3). Total Fouls—Chicago 19, Cleveland 20. 
A-19,432 (20,562). 

Nets 111, Suns 103 

PHOENIX - Bridges 3-4 3-3 9, Warren 
2-11 0-0 4, Ayton 13-16 0-0 26, Melton 0-6 
0-0 0, Booker 10-23 4-4 25, Oubre Jr. 2-4 
2-2 7, Jackson 4-9 3-5 11, Holmes 4-5 0- 
0 8, Daniels 3-4 0-0 7, Crawford 2-7 2-2 6. 
Totals 43-89 14-16 103. 

BROOKLYN - Kurucs 7-15 2-2 16, Hol- 
lis-Jefferson 1-3 4-8 6, Allen 5-9 0-1 11, 
Russell 6-18 4-4 18, Harris 4-8 2-2 13, Car- 
roll 0-4 0-0 0, Dudley 3-5 0-0 8, Davis 7-8 1-7 

15, Napier 0-0 0-0 0, Dinwiddie 7-14 8-9 24, 
Pinson 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 40-85 21-33 111. 

Phoenix 31 25 18 29-103 

Brookiyn 38 25 28 20-111 

Three-point Goals—Phoenix 3-17 
(Daniels 1-1, Oubre Jr. 1-1, Booker 1-4, 
Crawford 0-1, Bridges 0-1, Jackson 0-2, 
Melton 0-3, Warren 0-4), Brooklyn 10-27 
(Harris 3-7, Dudley 2-4, Russell 2-5, Din¬ 
widdie 2-5, Allen 1-1, Pinson 0-1, Kurucs 
0-1, Hollis-Jefferson 0-1, Carroll 0-2). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Phoenix 
41 (Ayton 18), Brooklyn 49 (Kurucs 10). 
Assists—Phoenix 24 (Booker 9), Brooklyn 
25 (Russell 8). Total Fouls-Phoenix 27, 
Brooklyn 15. Technicals—Phoenix coach 
Suns (Defensive three second), Warren. 
A-15,310 (17,732). 

Trail Blazers 121, 
Mavericks 118 (OT) 

DALLAS — Matthews 2-11 2-2 8, Barnes 

11- 20 0-1 27, Jordan 6-8 2-3 14, Doncic 7-21 
7-9 23, Brunson 5-8 0-2 11, Finney-Smith 
2-4 0-0 5, Powell 5-11 4-4 14, Kleber 2-5 0-0 
5, Harris 1-6 0-0 2, Barea 2-9 5-7 9. Totals 
43-103 20-28 118. 

PORTLAND - Harkless 6-9 0-0 13, 
Aminu 3-8 2-4 9, Nurkic 5-8 0-2 10, Lillard 
11-24 9-9 33, McCollum 10-20 1-2 22, Col¬ 
lins 2-5 0-0 5, Leonard 6-10 0-0 13, Curry 
4-8 0-0 12, Stauskas 1-3 0-0 2, Turner 1-9 
0-0 2. Totals 49-104 12-17 121. 

Dallas 27 25 28 27 11-118 

Portland 25 37 26 19 14-121 

Three-point Goals—Dallas 12-34 
(Barnes 5-8, Matthews 2-7, Doncic 2-7, 
Finney-Smith 1-1, Kleber 1-3, Brunson 
1-3, Harris 0-1, Barea 0-1, Powell 0-3), 
Portland 11-38 (Curry 4-8, Lillard 2-7, Col¬ 
lins 1-2, Harkless 1-2, Leonard 1-4, Aminu 
1-5, McCollum 1-8, Stauskas 0-2). Fouled 
Out—Nurkic. Rebounds—Dallas 49 (Don¬ 
cic 11), Portland 53 (Nurkic 12). Assists— 
Dallas 22 (Barea 8), Portland 29 (Lillard 

7). Total Fouls-Dallas 20, Portland 26. 
Technicals—Portland coach Trail Blaz¬ 
ers (Defensive three second), Harkless. 
A-19,707 (19,393). 
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NBA/COLLEGE FOOTBALL 



Frank Franklin II/AP 


The Los Angeles Lakers and four-time league MVP LeBron James 
will visit the Golden State Warriors on Tuesday. The Warriors swept 
James’ Cleveland Cavaliers last season in the NBA Finais. 

Around the NBA 


Christmas lineup headlined 
by LeBron vs. Golden State 


By Tim Reynolds 

Associated Press 

There’s no NBA Finals rematch 
this year on Christmas. Not tech¬ 
nically, anyway. It’s LeBron 
James vs. the Golden State War¬ 
riors for the fourth consecutive 
year on Dec. 25, though James 
will be wearing a Los Angeles 
Lakers uniform this time. 

It was a predictable matchup. 

It isn’t, however, a break from 
tradition. 

That’s one of the biggest mis¬ 
nomers about the NBA and the 
schedule. An NBA Finals re¬ 
match is not common, not the 
norm, not a guarantee for the last 
two teams that were standing the 
previous season. The league has 
crowned a champion every year 
since 1947, and the tradition of 
Christmas Day games started 
later that same year. (They’ve 
been an annual fixture since, 
with the exception of 1998, when 
a lockout didn’t allow that season 
to begin until February.) 

But there have been only nine 
NBA Finals rematches on Dec. 
25. The recent Golden State- 
Cleveland history may make it 
seem like more. 


James has been in five Finals 
rematches on Christmas, all 
since 2011: Miami vs. Dallas that 
year, Oklahoma City vs. Miami 
the following year, and Cleveland 
vs. Golden State in each of the last 
three years. 

The other four rematches on 
the holiday: Orlando vs. Houston 
in 1995, Philadelphia vs. the Lak¬ 
ers in 2001, San Antonio vs. De¬ 
troit in 2005 and Boston vs. the 
Lakers in 2008. 

So instead of a Cavs-Warriors 
rematch, getting Lakers vs. War¬ 
riors — for the first time in the 
LeBron L. A. era — makes perfect 
sense. 

“Bron is Bron,” Warriors for¬ 
ward Draymond Green said. 
“They’re going to be tough, a 
tough matchup on Christmas Day, 
but we’re looking forward to it.” 

Inevitably, so will James. Even 
with the Lakers having lost four 
of their last six games, they’re off 
to a 19-14 start — their best since 
the 2011-12 season. 

“We’ve got a long way to go to 
get to Golden State,” James said 
in September. 

He’s about to get his first look at 
how the Lakers measure up with 
the champs. 



Milwaukee Bucks (22-10) 
at New York Knicks (9-25) 

AFN-Sports 
6 p.m. Tuesday GET 
2 a.m. Wednesday JKT 





Oklahoma City Thunder (21-11) 
at Houston Rockets (17-15) 

AFN-Sports 

8:30 p.m. Tuesday GET 
4:30 a.m. Wednesday JKT 



Philadelphia 76ers (22-12) 
at Boston Celtics (19-13) 

AFN-Sports 
9 p.m. Tuesday GET 
5 a.m. Wednesday JKT 



Los Angeles Lakers (19-14) 
at Golden State Warriors (23-11) 

AFN-Sports 

11:30 p.m. Tuesday GET 
7:30 a.m. Wednesday JKT 



Portland Trail Blazers (19-14) 
at Utah Jazz (16-18) 

AFN-Sports 

4:30 a.m.Wednesday GET 
12:30 p.m. Wednesday JKT 


Players skipping bowls 
can cost coaches cash 


By Ralph D. Russo 

Associated Press 

Dana Holgorsen can earn a 
$25,000 bonus if West Virginia 
beats Syracuse next week in the 
Camping World Bowl, a game the 
Mountaineers will play without 
star quarterback Will Grier and 
left tackle Yodny Cqjuste. 

Dave Doeren’s contract with 
North Carolina State calls for 
him to receive a $50,000 bonus if 
the Wolfpack beat Texas A&M in 
the Gator Bowl. N.C. State’s best 
players on either side of the ball 
(receiver Kelvin Harmon and 
linebacker Germaine Pratt) will 
not play. 

Grier and Cqjuste, Harmon and 
Pratt are part of a growing trend 
in college football. At least 20 
players are planning to skip their 
teams’ bowl games to focus instead 
on getting ready for the NFL and 
avoid injuries. The importance of 
non-playoff postseason games de¬ 
pends on who you ask and changes 
from player to player and team to 
team. But for many coaches, win¬ 
ning a bowl game has a set value. 

Six coaches who have players 
sitting out bowl games this year 
have nearly $400,000 in total 
bonuses at stake in those games. 
Arizona State’s Herm Edwards 
would have earned the largest 
bonus in the group, $166,667 
for winning the Las Vegas Bowl 
against Fresno State last week. 
The Sun Devils lost 31-20, play¬ 
ing without star receiver N’Keal 
Harry. The junior is a possible 
first-round draft pick who led the 
team with 73 catches for 1,088 
yards and nine touchdowns. 

Like Doeren, Minnesota coach 
PJ Fleck and Memphis coach 
Mike Norvell can each earn 
$50,000 bonuses for winning 
their bowl games. 

Fleck’s Gophers face Georgia 
Tech in the Quick Lane Bowl 
on Dec. 26 on Detroit without 
linebacker Blake Cashman, the 
team’s leading tackier, and offen¬ 
sive tackle Donnell Greene. Nor- 
vell’s Tigers play Wake Forest in 
the Birmingham Bowl on Satur¬ 
day without All-America running 
back Darrell Henderson. 

Houston coach M^or Apple- 
white would earn a $25,000 bonus 
if the Cougars can beat Army in 
the Armed Forces Bowl on Satur¬ 


day in Fort Worth, Texas. Hous¬ 
ton won’t have star defensive 
tackle Ed Oliver, who missed four 
games this season with a knee in¬ 
jury and decided after the regu¬ 
lar-season finale that it would be 
best for him to skip the bowl. 

Bob Lattinville, a St. Louis at¬ 
torney who specializes in sports 
law with the firm Spencer Fane, 
provided the contract informa¬ 
tion to The Associated Press. 

The bonuses for winning bowls 
in most cases are tiny compared 
with the coaches’ yearly salaries, 
ranging in this group from Hol- 
gorsen’s $3.6 million to Apple¬ 
white’s $1.75 million. They also 
receive bonuses for just making 
a bowl. 

Lattinville said bonuses for 
bowl wins should generally be 
avoided by coaches and univer¬ 
sities. They can be redundant 
to other contract bonuses and 
schools sometimes barely break 
even financially when they par¬ 
ticipate in lower-tier bowls. 

“Consequently, both parties 
are usually better off saving 
their negotiation gun powder for 
economic provisions that better 
marry their long-term interests 
and don’t create the impression 
of wasting money or calling into 
question their motivations for 
encouraging a player to play in a 
given bowl,” Lattinville said. 

Coaches frequently receive bo¬ 
nuses just for reaching a bowl, not 
on the result. 

That’s the case with Michigan’s 
Jim Harbaugh. The Wolverines 
will be without three key play¬ 
ers when they face Florida on the 
Peach Bowl on Dec. 29. Running 
back Karan Higdon announced 
Thursday in an Instagram post 
that he would not play, joining 
defensive end Rashan Gary and 
linebacker Devin Bush, who said 
he had not been cleared by doc¬ 
tors after injuring his hip in the 
regular-season finale against 
Ohio State. 

Harbaugh’s contract provides 
a $200,000 bonus for the team 
playing in a New Year’s Six game 
— such as the Peach Bowl — that 
is not a College Football Play¬ 
off semifinal, but nothing more 
for winning it. He would get a 
$500,000 bonus for winning the 
College Football Playoff national 
championship. 


INTRODUCING 


The All-New 
2019 Ranger 








Reborn and ready 
for adventure 
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Stars and Stripes 


Tuesday, December 25-Wednesday, December 26,2018 


NFL 


American Conference 


y-New England 
Miami 
Buffalo 
N.Y. Jets 

x-Houston II 

Indianapolis ! 

Tennessee ! 

Jacksonville I 

Baltimore ! 

Pittsburgh ! 

Cleveland 
Cincinnati ( 

x-Kansas City l: 

x-L.A. Chargers l: 
Denver ( 

Oakland ; 


5 10 I 
4 11 I 

South 


Pet PF PA 

.667 398 322 
.467 302 391 
.333 227 357 
.267 330 403 

.667 382 313 
.600 400 327 
.600 293 270 
.333 242 296 

.600 363 263 
.567 412 347 
.500 335 366 
.400 355 439 

.733 530 418 
.733 405 320 
.429 306 299 
.214 260 418 


National Conference 


y-Dallas 

Philadelphia 

Washington 


y-New Orleans 13 
Atlanta 6 

Carolina 6 

Tampa Bay 5 1 


W L T Pet PF PA 

9 6 0 .600 303 289 

8 7 0 .533 343 348 

7 8 0 .467 281 335 

5 10 0 .333 334 376 


y-Chicago 

Minnesota 


8 6 
6 8 


.867 490 320 
.400 380 391 
.400 343 368 
.333 364 430 

.733 397 273 
.567 350 317 
.433 376 369 
.333 293 360 


Detroit 5 10 

West 

y-L.A. Rams 12 3 0 .800 479 352 

x-Seattle 9 6 0 .600 401 323 

San Francisco 4 11 0 .267 310 387 

Arizona 3 12 0 .200 201 398 

x-clinched playoff spot 
y-clinched division 

Saturday’s pames 
Tennessee 25, Washington 16 
Baltimore 22, L.A. Chargers 10 
Sunday’s games 
Cleveland 26, Cincinnati 18 
Jacksonville 17, Miami 7 
Indianapolis 28, N.Y. Giants 27 
Dallas 27, Tampa Bay 20 
New England 24, Buffalo 12 
Atlanta 24, Carolina 10 
Minnesota 27, Detroit 9 
Philadelphia 32, Houston 30 
Green Bay 44, N.Y Jets 38, OT 
L.A. Rams 31, Arizona 9 
Chicago 14, San Francisco 9 
New Orleans 31, Pittsburgh 28 
Seattle 38, Kansas City 31 
Monday’s game 
Denver at Oakland 

Sunday, Dec. 30 
Miami at Buffalo 
Cleveland at Baltimore 
Carolina at New Orleans 
N.Y. Jets at New England 
Cincinnati at Pittsburgh 
Chicago at Minnesota 
Detroit at Green Bay 
Indianapolis at Tennessee 
Philadelphia at Washington 
Dallas at N.Y. Giants 
Oakland at Kansas City 
Jacksonville at Houston 
Atlanta at Tampa Bay 
San Francisco at L.A. Rams 
L.A. Chargers at Denver 
Arizona at Seattle 


Bortles rallies Jaguars 
past Dolphins 


MIAMI GARDENS, Fla. — 
Weeks after losing his job, Blake 
Bortles stepped back into the Jag¬ 
uars huddle with the score tied 
and the offense sputtering. 

“He said, ‘Let’s go, boys. I’m 
back,”’ teammate Dede West¬ 
brook said. 

Bortles came off the bench late 
in the third quarter and provided 
a spark, helping Jacksonville 
eliminate the Miami Dolphins 
from the AFC playoff race. 

Bortles took the Jaguars 51 
yards for a short field goal and 10- 
7 lead early in the fourth quarter. 
On the next series, Telvin Smith 
Sr. intercepted Ryan Tannehill 
and scored on a 33-yard return to 
seal the Jaguars’ victory. 

The Dolphins (7-8) will sit out 
the playoffs for the 15th time in 
the past 17 years. 


Jaguars 17, Dolphins 7 

Jacksonville 7 0 0 10-17 

Miami 7 0 0 0-7 

First Quarter 

Mia—Bolden 4 pass from Tannehill 
(Sanders kick), 9:49. 

Jac—Fournette 1 run (Forbath kick), 
2:29. 

Fourth Quarter 

Jac-FG Forbath 26, 10:56. 

Jac—T.Smith 33 interception return 
(Forbath kick), 9:34. 


Jac 


A-65,798. 

First downs 
Total Net Yards 244 183 

Rushes-yards 32-126 18-62 

Passing 118 121 

Punt Returns 4-46 2-12 

Kickoff Returns 0-0 3-56 

Interceptions Ret. 1-33 0-0 

Comp-Att-Int 17-24-0 15-22-1 

Sacked-Yards Lost 6-27 3-25 

Punts 5-37.6 6-46.3 

Fumbles-Lost 2-1 1-1 

Penalties-Yards 10-97 10-95 

Time of Possession 34:45 25:15 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING-Jacksonville, Hyde 8-47, 
Fournette 18-43, Bortles 4-25, Westbrook 

1- 9, Kessler 1-2. Miami, Drake 6-23, Tan¬ 
nehill 3-22, Ballage 4-10, Bolden 4-9, 
Amendola l-(minus 2). 

PASSING-Jacksonville, Kessler 12-17- 
0-106, Bortles 5-6-0-39, Westbrook 0-1-0- 
0. Miami, Tannehill 15-22-1-146. 

RECEIVING-Jacksonville, Westbrook 
7-45, Moncrief 4-43, Fournette 3-28, 
Greene 2-22, Bohanon 1-7. Miami, Drake 
4-31, Amendola 3-40, Ballage 2-39, Parker 

2- 13, Smythe 1-9, Gesicki 1-5, Stills 1-5, 
Bolden 1-4. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-Jacksonville, 

Forbath 56. Miami, Sanders 47. 



Brynn Anderson/AP 


Jaguars outside linebacker Telvin Smith, right, returns an 
interception for a touchdown ahead of Dolphins tight end Mike 
Gesicki, during the fourth quarter on Sunday in Miami Gardens, Fla. 
Jacksonville won 17-7. 



Jose Juarez/AP 

Vikings running back Dalvin Cook pulls away from Lions middle linebacker Jarrad Davis during the 
second half on Sunday in Detroit. Minnesota won to remain alive for the NFC playoffs. 


Prescott, Cowboys Falcons hand Panthers Vikings move step 

wrap up NFC East 7th straight loss closer to playoffs 


ARLINGTON, Texas — Dak 
Prescott shared a brief hug with 
star running back Ezekiel El¬ 
liott after the Dallas quarterback 
kneeled twice to wrap up their 
second NFC East title in three 
seasons together. 

The postgame celebration was 
equally muted after Prescott ac¬ 
counted for two touchdowns and 
Jaylon Smith returned a fumble 
69 yards for a score against the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers. 

Now it’s on to something 
Prescott and Elliott couldn’t do 
after an NFC-best 13 victories 
during their remarkable rookie 
year together in 2016: win a play¬ 
off game. 

“We’ve got a lot more work to 
do,” Prescott said. “This is some¬ 
thing that we set out, wanted to 
do way back in the offseason, and 
this is giving us a chance to go 
and get the greater goal.” 


Cowboys 27, Buccaneers 20 

Tampa Bay 3 10 0 7—20 

Dallas 14 3 10 0-27 

First Quarter 

TB-FG Santos 37, 12:08. 

Dal —Prescott 7 run (Maher kick), 
7:07. 

Dal—J.Smith 69 fumble return (Maher 
kick), 1:41. 

Second Quarter 

TB-FG Santos 45, 9:13. 

Dal-FG Maher 59, 1:43. 

TB—Rodgers 2 run (Santos kick), :20. 

Third Quarter 
Dal-FG Maher 20, 3:41. 

Dal—Gallup 4 pass from Prescott (Ma¬ 
her kick), 2:23. 

Fourth Quarter 

TB—Evans 7 pass from Winston (San¬ 
tos kick), 2:05. 

A-92,851. 

TB Dai 

First downs 27 16 

Total Net Yards 383 232 

Rushes-yards 24-63 24-80 

Passing 320 152 

Punt Returns 0-0 1-13 

Kickoff Returns 2-69 1-20 

Interceptions Ret. 0-0 0-0 

Comp-Att-Int 34-48-0 20-25-0 

Sacked-Yards Lost 3-16 1-9 

Punts 2-51.0 4-41.5 

Fumbles-Lost 2-2 1-0 

Penalties-Yards 9-72 10-67 

Time of Possession 35:19 24:41 

iNDiViDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING-Tampa Bay, Barber 17-43, 
Winston 4-14, De.Jackson 1-4, Rodgers 

2- 2. Dallas, E.EIIiott 18-85, Prescott 4-2, 
Ro.Smith 2-(minus 7). 

PASSING-Tampa Bay, Winston 34-48- 
0-336. Dallas, Prescott 20-25-0-161. 

RECEIVING—Tampa Bay, Humphries 
10-79, Rodgers 7-55, Evans 6-90, Godwin 

3- 39, Barber 3-13, B.Wilson 2-28, Brate 2- 
8, De.Jackson 1-24. Dallas, Beasley 5-50, 
E.EIIiott 5-24, Cooper 4-20, Gallup 3-53, 
Jarwin 2-8, N.Brown 1-6. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-Tampa Bay, 
Santos 52. 


CHARLOTTE, N.C. — It’s DETROIT — Looks like the 


been a disappointing season for 
Matt Ryan and the Falcons, but 
the veteran quarterback is ex¬ 
cited about what’s ahead for At¬ 
lanta next season — particularly 
on offense. 

“It’s great to have a bunch of 
different guys that are capable of 
making plays at any time during 
a game,” Ryan said. 

Ryan had 239 yards passing 
and threw touchdown passes to 
three wide receivers, and the Fal¬ 
cons ran for 194 yards without 
Devonta Freeman against Caro¬ 
lina. It was the seventh straight 
loss for the Panthers (6-9), who 
were eliminated from playoff 
contention. 

The Falcons (6-9), who’ve bat¬ 
tled injuries at a number of key 
positions, have won two straight, 
giving them some hope for the 
future. 

“We are at our best when ev¬ 
erybody is involved and we can 
run the football and play-action 
pass off of it,” Ryan said. 


Atl 

16 


Falcons 24, Panthers 10 

Atlanta 7 3 14 0-24 

Carolina 7 3 0 0-10 

First Quarter 

Car—Thomas 1 pass from Heinicke 
(Catanzaro kick), 6:57. 

Atl—J.Jones 1 pass from Ryan (Bryant 
kick), :38. 

Second Quarter 

Car—FG Catanzaro 50, 7:40. 

Atl-FG Bryant 39,5:31. 

Third Quarter 

Atl —Ridley 75 pass from Ryan (Bryant 
kick), 14:51. 

Atl—Sanu 44 pass from Ryan (Bryant 
kick), 4:36. 

A-73,722. 

First downs 
Total Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 
Punt Returns 
Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 

Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 
Punts 

Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 4-41 10-86 

Time of Possession 22:31 37:29 

iNDiVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING-Atlanta, Hill 8-115, Cole¬ 
man 10-51, Sanu 2-29, Ryan l-(minus 1). 
Carolina, McCaffrey 21-101, Heinicke 3- 
33, Artis-Payne 1-7. 

PASSiNG-Atianta, Ryan 15-26-0-239. 
Carolina, Heinicke 33-53-3-274, Allen 4- 
4-0-38. 

RECEIVING-Atlanta, Sanu 5-81, J.Jones 
4-28, Ridley 3-90, Hooper 2-36, Ortiz 1-4. 
Carolina, McCaffrey 12-77, Wright 7-69, 
Samuel 7-41, Thomas 4-48, Funchess 2- 
23, Moore 2-19, T.Smith 1-19, Artis-Payne 
1-13, Barner 1-3. 


*^29 


37-57-3 

2-17 

3-42.7 


Minnesota Vikings have a feel for 
desperation. 

And desperation pass plays. 

Kirk Cousins took a shotgun 
snap, rolled slightly to his right, 
stepped up and heaved a pass from 
near midfield into the end zone. 

Kyle Rudolph leaped to make a 
go-ahead touchdown catch. 

Cousins’ 44-yard Hail Mary to 
Rudolph as time expired in the 
first half put the Vikings ahead 
and they beat the Lions, mov¬ 
ing a step closer to playing in the 
postseason. 

“It was a big way to gain some 
momentum going into the half 
after a slow start,” Cousins said. 
“They were calling it a Hail Rudy 
after it happened.” 

Minnesota (8-6-1) can earn a 
spot in the postseason by clos¬ 
ing the regular season with a win 
against Chicago at home, or by 
having wild-card hopefuls lose in 
Week 17. 


Vikings 27, Lions 9 

Minnesota 0 14 3 10-27 

Detroit 3 6 0 0-9 

First Quarter 

Det-FG Prater 47, 7:30. 

Second Quarter 
Det-FG Prater 35,10:39. 

Det-FG Prater 48, 4:05. 

Min—S.Diggs 8 pass from Cousins 
(Bailey kick), 1:32. 

Min —Rudolph 44 pass from Cousins 
(Bailey kick), :00. 

Third Quarter 

Min-FG Bailey 24, 8:54. 

Fourth Quarter 

Min —Rudolph 4 pass from Cousins 
(Bailey kick), 13:25. 

Min-FG Bailey 29, 4:15. 

A-61,641. 


First downs 16 17 

Total Net Yards 340 223 

Rushes-yards 28-100 23-86 

Passing 240 137 

Punt Returns 1-8 5-18 

Kickoff Returns 2-52 2-49 

Interceptions Ret. 0-0 0-0 

Comp-Att-Int 21-28-0 23-43-0 

Sacked-Yards Lost 2-13 3-24 

Punts 6-48.0 6-41.5 

Fumbles-Lost 0-0 1-0 

Penalties-Yards 11-78 7-55 

Time of Possession 28:32 31:28 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

RUSHING-Minnesota, Cook 16-73, 
Murray 9-22, Thielen 1-3, Ham 1-1, Cous¬ 
ins 1-1. Detroit, Zenner 8-45, Blount 11-29, 
Cassel 1-14, Riddick 3-(minus 2). 

PASSING-Minnesota, Cousins 21-28- 
0-253. Detroit, Stafford 18-32-0-116, Cas¬ 
sel 5-11-0-45. 

RECEIVING-Minnesota, Rudolph 9- 
122, Thielen 5-80, Cook 3-35, S.Diggs 2- 
10, Murray 2-6. Detroit, Golladay 6-58, 
TJones 6-42, Riddick 4-7, Zenner 2-22, 
Blount 2-(minus 5), Toilolo 1-16, A.Jones 
1-12, Powell 1-9. 

—Associated Press 
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NFL 


Anderson runs for 167 Bears clinch No. 3 seed 
yards, Rams beat Cards with win over 49ers 


GLENDALE, Ariz. — C.J. An¬ 
derson was looking for a job last 
week. The Los Angeles Rams 
needed a running back. 

It was a marriage of conve¬ 
nience that turned out so well for 


SANTA CLARA, Calif — With 
a dominant defense behind him, 
Mitchell Trubisky knows the Chi¬ 
cago Bears’ offense doesn’t have 
to do too much to keep winning. 

That formula has the Bears 


everyone, except the Cardinals. 

And almost nothing is going 
well for them. 

Anderson, the former Denver 
Bronco playing five days after he 
was signed off the street, rushed 
for 167 yards — one shy of his 
career high — and the Rams 
bounced back from a pair of loss¬ 
es to beat the troubled Cardinals. 

Anderson, playing in place of 
the injured Todd Gurley, had a 
4-yard touchdown run and other 
gains of 46 and 27 yards as the 
Rams rushed for 269 yards. 


Rams 31, Cardinals 9 

L.A.Rams 7 14 3 7-31 

Arizona 3 6 0 0—9 

First Quarter 

Ari-FG Gonzalez 36, 7:07. 

La—Woods 4 run (Zuerlein kick), 3:59. 

Second Quarter 

La-Goff 1 run (Zuerlein kick), 11:56. 
Ari —D.Johnson 32 pass from Fitzger¬ 
ald (kick failed), 9:40. 

La—Anderson 4 run (Zuerlein kick), 
2:10. 

Third Quarter 
La-FG Zuerlein 21, 5:37. 

Fourth Quarter 

La—Woods 39 pass from Goff (Zuer¬ 
lein kick), 9:19. 


Ari 


18-31-0 

4-23 

5-49.2 


A-61,759. 

La 

First downs 33 

Total Net Yards 461 

Rushes-yards 41-269 

Passing 192 

Punt Returns 2-26 

Kickoff Returns 0-0 

Interceptions Ret. 0-0 

Comp-Att-Int 19-24-0 

Sacked-Yards Lost 2-24 

Punts 2-51.5 

Fumbles-Lost 1-1 o-o 

Penalties-Yards 6-66 7-54 

Time of Possession 37:04 22:56 

iNDIViDUAL STATiSTICS 

RUSHiNG-Los Angeies, Anderson 20- 
167, Kelly 10-40, Cooks 3-27, Everett 2-16, 
Woods 2-15, Goff 2-6, Mannion 2-(minus 
2). Arizona, Rosen 4-49, D.Johnson 10-35, 
Edmonds 4-20. 

PASSING-Los Angeies, Goff 19-24-0- 
216. Arizona, Rosen 12-23-0-87, Fitzgerald 
1-1-0-32, Glennon 5-7-0-63. 

RECEiVING-Los Angeies, Woods 6-89, 
Everett 5-28, Cooks 3-35, Reynolds 2-44, 
Fligbee 1-16, Kelly 1-9, Anderson l-(mi- 
nus 5). Arizona, Sherfield 6-62, Fitzgerald 
6-53, D.Johnson 1-32, Tolliver 1-15, Phil¬ 
lips 1-9, C.Williams 1-7, Seals-Jones 1-3, 
Edmonds 1-1. 

MiSSED FiELD GOALS-Los Angeies, 

Zuerlein 57. Arizona, Gonzalez 54. 


heading into the season finale 
with a chance to earn a first- 
round playoff bye. 

Trubisl^ threw one TD pass 
and the Chicago defense used a 
couple of key late stops to keep 
San Francisco out of the end 
zone, leading the Bears to their 
eighth win in nine games, over 
the 49ers. 

“For us as an offense, we have 
to do our part as well,” Trubisky 
said. “Because we’re a family and 
we want to take care of those guys 
and take a lot of pressure off them 
and score a lot of points so they 
don’t have to play all-world every 
single week. That’s the standard 
that they’ve come to hold them¬ 
selves to.” 


Bears 14, 49ers 9 


SF-FG Gould 33, 10:54. 

SF-FG Gould 30, 5:49. 

Chi —Miller 4 pass from Trubisky (Par- 
key kick), 1:52. 

SF-FG Gould 23, :00. 

Third Quarter 

Chi —Howard 2 run (Parkey kick), 4:14. 


First downs 
Total Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 
Punt Returns 
Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 
Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 
Punts 

Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 
Time of Possession 


Chi 


Cohen 6-12, A.Robinson 1-9, Gabriel 1 
Miller 1-4, Trubisky 5-3, Mizzell 1-1. San 
Francisco, Wilson 11-27, Breida 4-20. 

PASSING-Chicago, Trubisky 25-29-0- 
246. San Francisco, Mullens 22-38-1-241. 

RECEiVING-Chicago, A.Robinson 6- 
85, T.Burton 5-30, Gabriel 3-28, Miller 3-24, 
Mizzell 2-27, Howard 2-17, Braunecker 1- 
18, Cohen 1-7, Bellamy 1-6, Shaheen 1-4. 
San Francisco, Kittle 7-74, Bourne 4-73, 
Goodwin 3-29, Pettis 3-21, Wilson 2-11, 
T.Taylor 1-23, Breida 1-6, James 1-4. 

MiSSED FIELD GOALS-Chicago, Par- 
key 37. 



D. Ross Cameron/AP 


49ers quarterback Nick Mullens is hit by Bears Akiem Hicks, left, 
and Khalil Mack during the second half on Sunday. 



AJ Mast/AP 


CoHs wide receiver Chester Rogers scores a winning touchdown 
against the New York Giants with 55 seconds left on Sunday. 


Pats earn 10th straight Luck keeps Colts 
AFC East title in playoff hunt 


FOXBOROUGH, Mass. — It’s 
not often that a team finds itself 
cheering for the one that beat it the 
season before in the Super Bowl. 

This isn’t the typical season for 
the New Englanci Patriots. 

Patriots players erupted in a 
loud cheer in the locker room as 
Eagles kicker Jake Elliott’s 35- 
yard field goal sailed through the 
uprights as time expired to give 
Philadelphia a win over Houston. 

Combined with the Patriots’ 
win over Buffalo, New England 
moved back into the No. 2 spot in 
the AFC with one game to play. 
A Patriots win over the Jets next 
week would give New England a 
first-round bye in the playoffs. 

It was a perfect ending to a less 
than perfect day for the Patriots. 

New England (10-5) earned 
its 10th straight AFC East title 
with Sony Michel running for 116 
yards and a touchdown. It also im¬ 
proved to 7-0 at home this season 
and became the first franchise 
in NFL history to earn playoff 
berths in 10 straight seasons. 


Patriots 24, Bills 12 

Buffalo 0 0 6 6-12 

New England 7 7 7 3-24 

First Quarter 

NE—Michel 4 run (Gostkowski kick), 
7:32. 


I (Gostkowski kick). 


NE-J.White 27 ri 
9:59. 

Third Quarter 

Buf-FG Hauschka35, 13:29. 

Buf-FG Hauschka41, 10:06. 

NE—Edelman 32 pass from Brady 
(Gostkowski kick), 5:05. 

Fourth Quarter 

NE-FG Gostkowski 24, 7:44. 

Buf—Z.Jones 31 pass from J.AIIen 
(pass failed), 1:08. 

A-65,878. 

Buf NE 

First downs 14 20 

Total Net Yards 289 390 

Rushes-yards 18-72 47-273 

Passing 217 117 

Punt Returns 2-12 2-37 

Kickoff Returns 4-72 3-41 

Interceptions Ret. 2-8 2-9 

Comp-Att-Int 20-41-2 13-25-2 

Sacked-Yards Lost 0-0 1-9 

Punts 6-38.3 6-43.2 

Fumbles-Lost 1-1 1-1 

Penalties-Yards 3-29 5-49 

Time of Possession 24:22 35:38 

iNDiViDUAL STATiSTICS 

RUSHING-Buffalo, Ford 7-33, J.AIIen 
5-30, McCoy 6-9. New England, Michel 18- 
116, Patterson 4-66, J.White 8-41, Burkhead 
13-39, Dorset! 2-13, Hoyer 2-(minus 2). 

PASSING-Buffalo, J.AIIen 20-41-2-217. 
New England, Brady 13-24-2-126, Hoyer 
O-l-O-O. 

RECEIVING-BuHalo, Z.Jones 5-67, 
Croom 4-55, Foster 4-52, McCoy 3-10, 
Ford 2-14, D.Thompson 1-11, McKenzie 1- 
8. New England, Edelman 6-70, Burkhead 
4-40, J.White 2-13, Patterson 1-3. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-Buffalo, Haus- 
Chka 43. 


INDIANAPOLIS — Andrew 
Luck took one peek at the New 
York Giants’ defense and changed 
the call. 

Instead of trying to force the 
late run coach Frank Reich want¬ 
ed, the Colts quarterback asked 
T.Y. Hilton to go up the field with 
the defenders and Chester Rogers 
to slide underneath into the flat. It 
worked brilliantly. 

Rogers’ 1-yard TD reception 
with 55 seconds left gave the Colts 
their first lead of the day, a vic¬ 
tory over the Giants and a shot to 
encl a three-year playoff drought. 

“I just can’t say how clutch 
Andrew was on that last drive,” 
Reich said. “He made a check on 
that last play. I called a run, he 
checked to a pass because he saw 
the pressure.” 

Actually, Luck faced the same 
alignment earlier in the game 
and asked his receivers if they 
could make the audible work with 
the game — and perhaps Indy’s 
season — potentially on the line. 


Colts 28, Giants 27 

New York 14 3 7 3-27 

Indianapolis 0 7 14 7-28 

First Quarter 

NYG—Barkley 1 run (Rosas kick), 8:11. 
NYG—Simonson 3 pass from Manning 
(Rosas kick), 1:41. 

Second Quarter 

Ind—Hines 1 run (Vinatieri kick), 4:09. 
NYG-FG Rosas 40,1:10. 

Third Quarter 

Ind—Inman 2 pass from Luck (Vinat¬ 
ieri kick), 7:38. 

NYG-Manning 1 run (Rosas kick), 3:42. 
Ind—Mack 3 run (Vinatieri kick), :32. 

Fourth Quarter 
NYG-FG Rosas 27, 9:20. 

Ind—Rogers 1 pass from Luck (Vinat¬ 
ieri kick), :55. 


NYG 


Ind 


A-61,738. 

First downs 
Total Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 
Punt Returns 
Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 

Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 

Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 6-24 6-29 

Time of Possession 31:41 28:19 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING-New York, Barkley 21-43, 
Engram 2-26, Gallman 2-12, Coleman 1-5, 
Manning 2-0, S.Shepard l-(minus 3). India¬ 
napolis, Mack 12-34, Luck 2-13, Hines 2-2. 

PASSING-New York, Manning 25-33- 
1-309. Indianapolis, Luck 31-47-1-357. 

RECEIVING-New York, S.Shepard 6- 
113, Engram 6-87, Barkley 5-34, Simonson 
3-16, Ellison 2-18, Fowler 1-26, Latimer 1- 
10, Penny 1-5. Indianapolis, Hilton 7-138, 
Rogers 7-54, Inman 4-46, Hines 4-41, Pas¬ 
cal 4-41, Ebron 3-28, Grant 1-5, Mack 1-4. 


Rodgers leads Packers 
to wild OT win over Jets 


EAST RUTHERFORD, N. J. — 
Aaron Rodgers refused to sit this 
one out, even with the playoffs out 
of the question. And he willed the 
Green Bay Packers from setting 
some dubious franchise history. 

A banged-up Rodgers threw a 
16-yard touchdown pass to Da- 
vante Adams with 6:23 left in 
overtime, capping an eye-pop- 
ping performance by leading the 
Packers to a wild victory over the 
New York Jets. 

The win was the Packers’ first 
on the road this season — snap¬ 
ping a nine-game skid away from 
Lambeau Field dating to last sea¬ 
son — and it prevented them from 
becoming the first Green Bay 
squad since 1958 to go an entire 
season without a road win. 

“It’s good for the young guys to 
see what the locker room on the 
road feels like with a win, what 
the plane flight feels like,” Rodg¬ 
ers said. “How special that plane 
ride is after a road victory.” 

And this one was all on Rodg¬ 
ers, who was masterful in the 
fourth quarter and the overtime 
period for the Packers (6-8-1). 

He threw for 442 yards and 
touchdowns to Adams and Jake 
Kumerow. That’s despite a groin 
issue that nagged him last week, 
and a knee ailment that has both¬ 
ered him all season. Rodgers was 
intent on playing, and believed it 
proved something. 

“That it matters, even when 
the record isn’t great and you’re 
not going to the playoffs,” he said. 
“That I have a lot of pride. I love 
competing in anything. I don’t 
want to look back in 20 years and 
wonder, ‘What if I had played that 
game? Could something special 
have happened? What would it 
look like to my teammates if they 
knew I kind of quit on them?’ I 
hope my teammates know I’m 
never going to quit on them.” 


Packers 44, Jets 38 (OT) 

Green Bay 0 17 3 18 6-44 

New York 7 14 14 3 0-38 

First Quarter 

NYJ-McGuire 4 run (Myers kick), 2:15. 

Second Quarter 

NYJ—R.Anderson 33 pass from Dar- 
nold (Myers kick), 9:02. 

GB—Kumerow 49 pass from Rodgers 
(Crosby kick), 5:06. 

NYJ—A.Roberts 99 kickoff return (My¬ 
ers kick), 4:54. 

GB—J.Williams 7 run (Crosby kick), 
1:33. 

GB-FG Crosby 42, :02. 

Third Quarter 

GB-FG Crosby 29, 8:17. 

NYJ—Herndon 5 pass from Darnold 
(Myers kick), 4:21. 

NYJ—McGuire 20 pass from Darnold 
(Myers kick), 2:50. 

Fourth Quarter 

GB-FG Crosby 38,11:45. 

GB—Rodgers 1 run (Crosby kick), 6:32. 

GB—Rodgers 1 run (Rodgers run), 1:12. 

NYJ-FG Myers 33, :17. 

Overtime 

GB—D.Adams 16 pass from Rodgers, 
6:23. 

A-77,982. 

GB NYJ 

First downs 35 23 

Total Net Yards 540 370 

Rushes-yards 20-127 20-47 

Passing 413 323 

Punt Returns 1-0 2-12 

Kickoff Returns 3-76 6-236 

Interceptions Ret. 0-0 0-0 

Comp-Att-Int 37-55-0 24-35-0 

Sacked-Yards Lost 4-29 2-18 

Punts 3-37.7 4-44.0 

Fumbles-Lost 2-1 1-0 

Penalties-Yards 10-86 16-172 

Time of Possession 34:19 29:18 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

RUSHING-Green Bay, J.Williams 15- 
95, Rodgers 5-32. New York, McGuire 14- 
35, Miles 1-4, Cannon 2-4, Darnold 3-4. 

PASSING-Green Bay, Rodgers 37-55- 
0-442. New York, Darnold 24-35-0-341. 

RECEIVING-Green Bay, D.Adams 11- 
71, J.Williams 6-61, St. Brown 5-94, Val- 
des-Scantling 5-75, Kumerow 3-68, Gra¬ 
ham 3-34, Kendricks 2-26, Tonyan 1-11, 
Vitale 1-2. New York, R.Anderson 9-140, 
Herndon 6-82, Kearse 4-55, McGuire 3-50, 
Leggett 1-9, Cannon 1-5. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-New York, My¬ 
ers 45. 



















Page 30 


mmumaWM 


Stars and Stripes 


Tuesday, December 25-Wednesday, December 26,2018 


NFL 


Eagles stay alive with win over 



By Rob Maaddi 

Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA — Nick 
Foies ran back onto the field after 
a hard shot knocked him out for a 
play and the crowd roared, seem¬ 
ingly knowing he was about to do 
it again. 

Jake Elliott kicked a 35-yard 
field goal as time expired after 
Foies led the offense into position 
and the Philadelphia Eagles beat 
the Houston Texans 32-30 Sunday 
to keep their playoff hopes alive. 

“Foies was so confident and ev¬ 
eryone was so calm,” said Zach 
Ertz, who set a single-season re¬ 
cord for most receptions for tight 
ends. “No one flinched. Guys 
stuck together.” 

Foies threw for a franchise-re- 
cord 471 yards. 

The defending Super Bowl 
champion Eagles (8-7) need a win 
at Washington (7-8) next week 
and for Minnesota (8-6-1) to lose 
at home to Chicago (11-4) to get a 
wild-card berth. 

The Texans (10-5) missed an 
opportunity to clinch the AFC 
South and also allowed New Eng¬ 
land (10-5) to take control of the 
No. 2 seed. But when Pittsburgh 
lost to New Orleans, Houston 
earned at least a wild-card berth. 

The Texans would secure the 
division title with a victory against 
Jacksonville next week. They’d get 
a first-round bye with a win and if 
the Patriots lose or tie. 

“I’ll put that on my shoulders,” 


J.J. Watt said. “The offense did a 
great job giving us a chance, and 
we just didn’t get a stop at the 
end.” 

Filling in for the injured Car- 
son Wentz for the second straight 
week. Foies again played like the 
Super Bowl MVP who led Phila¬ 
delphia to a victory over New 
England. 

“We stuck together through 
the ups and downs,” said Foies, 
who choked up when asked about 
possibly playing his last game in 
Philadelphia. 

Deshaun Watson had two TD 
passes and ran for two scores. 

Watson threw a 35-yard touch¬ 


down pass to Vyncint Smith with 
2:04 remaining as Houston ral¬ 
lied from a 13-point deficit. 

But Foies brought Philadelphia 
back. 

Foies was injured on a late hit 
by Jadeveon Clowney while com¬ 
pleting a 19-yard pass to Alshon 
Jeffery to the Texans 30 on third- 
and-10. Nate Sudfeld came in and 
threw an incomplete pass, but 
Foies returned on the next play. 
His 20-yard pass to Ertz on third- 
and-10 put Philadelphia at the 
Houston 35. 

The Eagles ran the clock down 
and Elliott made the kick to make 
up for missing an extra point ear¬ 


lier in the quarter. 

“When it ends a game, you get 
to enjoy it a little bit longer,” El¬ 
liott said. 

Watson threw a 14-yard TD to 
DeAndre Hopkins to cut the defi¬ 
cit to 29-23 with 4:48 left and the 
Texans got the ball back at their 
20 after a three-and-out. 

Watson made an incredible es¬ 
cape on third-and-11 and threw 
22 yards to Jordan Akins for a 
first down at the Philadelphia 34. 

On third-and-11, he hit Smith 
deep in the back of the end zone. 
Smith made an outstanding 
catch, and dragged his feet to stay 
inbounds. 

Foies connected with Nelson 
Agholor on an 83-yard TD in the 
third quarter to give the Eagles a 
23-16 lead. Foies changed the play 
at the line of scrimmage and fired 
a deep pass that Agholor caught 
in stride at the Texans 30 and ran 
untouched to the end zone, stop¬ 
ping at the 1 and falling backward 
in for the score. 

The Texans had a first down 
at the Eagles 31 on the ensuing 
drive but Chris Long sacked Wat¬ 
son, forcing a fumble that was 
recovered by Fletcher Cox and 
returned to the Houston 49. 

Foies then connected with Ertz 
on a 23-yard TD to give the Ea¬ 
gles a 29-16 lead. Elliott missed 
the extra point. 

Ertz had 12 catches to break 
Jason Witten’s record. Ertz has 
113. Witten had 110 catches for 
the Dallas Cowboys in 2012. 


Texans 


Watson ran in from the 5 one 
play after Clowney’s strip-sack 
and recovery, giving the Texans 
a 9-7 lead. 

Eagles 32, Texans 30 

Houston 0 16 0 14-30 

Philadelphia 7 6 10 9-32 

First Quarter 

Phi—Sproles 37 pass from Foies (El¬ 
liott kick), 6:32. 

Second Quarter 

Hou—FG Fairbairn 30, 14:52. 

Flou—Watson 5 run (kick failed), 
10:23. 

Phi—Ertz 1 pass from Foies (pass 
failed), 3:08. 

Hou—Watson 6 run (Fairbairn kick), 
1:17. 

Third Quarter 

Phi-FG Elliott 47, 5:31. 

Phi—Agholor 83 pass from Foies (El¬ 
liott kick), 2:18. 

Fourth Quarter 

Phi —Ertz 23 pass from Foies (kick 
failed), 10:21. 

Hou—Foreman 20 pass from Watson 
(Fairbairn kick), 4:41. 

Hou—Smith 35 pass from Watson 
(Fairbairn kick), 2:04. 

Phi-FG Elliott 35, :00. 


A-69 


Hou 


First downs 
Total Net Yards 371 519 

Rushes-yards 19-62 22-57 

Passing 309 462 

Punt Returns 1-8 1-11 

Kickoff Returns 5-122 4-96 

Interceptions Ret. 1-0 0-0 

Comp-Att-Int 29-40-0 35-50-1 

Sacked-Yards Lost 4-30 1-9 

Punts 4-40.3 2-48.0 

Fumbles-Lost 2-1 3-2 

Penalties-Yards 10-61 11-105 

Time of Possession 26:15 33:45 

INDiVIDUAL STATISTiCS 

RUSHING-Houston, Watson 8-49, Blue 
4-14, Foreman 7-(minus 1). Phiiadeiphia, 
Sproles 9-32, Adams 11-21, Smallwood 1- 
3, Foies 1-1. 

PASSiNG-Houston, Watson 29-40-0- 
339. Phiiadeiphia, Foies 35-49-1-471, Sud¬ 
feld O-l-O-O. 

RECEIViNG-Houston, Hopkins 9-104, 
Carter 6-61, Blue 4-26, D.Thomas 3-37, 
Akins 2-33, Foreman 2-28, Griffin 2-15, 
Smith 1-35. Phiiadeiphia, Ertz 12-110, Ag¬ 
holor 5-116, Smallwood 4-24, Jeffery 3-82, 
Sproles 3-76, Goedert 3-30, Matthews 2- 
13, Tate 2-13, Rodgers 1-7. 


Mayfield’s 3 TD passes help Browns past Bengals 


By Tom Withers 

Associated Press 

CLEVELAND — No awkward 
hug. No cold handshake. No holi¬ 
day greeting. 

Baker Mayfield’s only interac¬ 
tion with former coach Hue Jack- 
son was an icy stare. 

Mayfield threw three touch¬ 
down passes to thrill a sellout, 
holiday-spirited crowd that came 
out to boo Jackson, and rookie 
Nick Chubb ran for 112 yard as 
the Cleveland Browns beat the 
Cincinnati Bengals 26-18 on Sun¬ 
day to sweep their southern Ohio 
neighbors for the first time since 
2002. 

“Quite honestly, I couldn’t care 
about what happened in the past,” 
Mayfield said. “It is about this 
year and we won. We are moving 
forward.” 

The No. 1 pick in this year’s 
draft continued his stellar rookie 
season, one that took off after 
Jackson was fired by the Browns 
on Oct. 29. Mayfield has thrown 
24 TD passes, third most in NFL 
history by a rookie and just two 
shy of the record shared by Pey¬ 
ton Manning and Russell Wilson. 

With their fifth win in six 
games, the Browns (7-7-1) im¬ 
proved to 5-2 under interim 
coach Gregg Williams, who has 
gone from long shot to legitimate 
candidate to become Cleveland’s 


next coach. It’s only the second 
time since 2007 that the Browns 
have won at least seven games. 

The Bengals (6-9), on the other 
hand, are disintegrating under 
coach Marvin Lewis. They lost 
for the sixth time in seven games 
and are assured of finishing last 
in the AFC North, a spot the 
Browns have occupied every sea¬ 
son since 2011. 

Cincinnati made it interest¬ 
ing as Jeff Driskel threw two TD 
passes in a two-minute stretch to 
get the Bengals close. 

However, Mayfield connected 
with tight end David Njoku for 66 
yards just before the two-minute 
warning and the Browns ran out 
the clock. 

Following the long comple¬ 
tion, Mayfield jogged past Jack- 
son standing on the sideline and 
stared at his former coach, whom 
he called “fake” after their match¬ 
up last month in Cincinnati. 

Mayfield playfully denied he 
was showing up Jackson. 

“I have no idea what you’re 
talking about,” he said. 

Told that the exchange was 
blowing up on social media. May- 
field said, “That’s all right. We 
won.” 

Lewis spent little time discuss¬ 
ing what went wrong, holding a 
news conference that lasted just 
over a minute. 

“We came into this season 



Ron Schwane/AP 


Browns quarterback Baker 
Mayfield tries to avoid the 
Bengals defense during the 
second half Sunday in Cleveland. 

thinking, ‘We can win this divi¬ 
sion,”’ Driskel said. “You have 
to look at yourself and ask, ‘What 
can I do to prevent this next week 
or next season?”’ 

Mayfield has Browns fans 
convinced there are glory days 
ahead. He challenged Cleveland¬ 


ers to fill FirstEnergy Stadium 
for the home finale, and they did 
show with a surge in ticket sales 
this week. 

The Browns were officially 
eliminated from the playoffs on 
Saturday. That hardly dampened 
the enthusiasm around a team 
that has recovered from an 0-16 
season and become one of the 
league’s best stories in 2018. 

Mayfield’s the main reason. 

In the fourth quarter, fans 
chanted “Ba-ker, Ba-ker” after 
he scampered 10 yards. Moments 
later, they were roaring again 
after Mayfield stretched to reach 
for a first down before being 
shoved hard out of bounds by de¬ 
fensive end Carlos Dunlap, trig¬ 
gering a sideline skirmish near 
Cleveland’s bench. 

“It has been a good run,” May- 
field said. “Obviously, we would 
love to be in the playoffs, but like I 
said earlier in the year, you know 
that you have to go through some 
tough times to see the brighter 
end of it.” 

No passing grade: Driskel, 
making his fourth start for the 
injured Andy Dalton, was sacked 
three times and under duress all 
day. He completed two passes 
for 3 yards in the first half, when 
the Bengals had minus-15 yards 
passing. 

Mixon milestone: Bengals run¬ 
ning back Joe Mixon came in 


leading the AFC in yards rushing 
and attempts and needing 5 yards 
to reach 1,000. He got them on 
his first carry, a 6-yard run in the 
first quarter. Mixon is the first 
Cincinnati back to reach the pla¬ 
teau since Jeremy Hill (2014). 


Browns 26, Bengals 18 

Cincinnati 0 0 0 18-18 

Cleveland 0 16 7 3-26 

Second Quarter 

Cle—Njoku 3 pass from Mayfield (Jo¬ 
seph kick), 10:20. 

Cle—Fells 1 pass from Mayfield (kick 
failed), 7:12. 

Cle-FG Joseph 37, :10. 

Third Quarter 

Cle—Higgins 17 pass from Mayfield 
(Joseph kick), 4:53. 

Fourth Quarter 
Cin-FG Bullock 51,14:55. 

Cle-FG Joseph 31, 7:26. 

Cin-Uzomah 14 pass from Driskel 
(Bullock kick), 4:56. 

Cin-Ross 3 pass from Driskel (Core 
pass from Driskel), 2:56. 

A-67,431. 


*^15 


Cle 

23 


First downs 
Total Net Yards 

Rushes-yards 24-102 28-146 

Passing 107 347 

Punt Returns 1-2 2-12 

Kickoff Returns 3-77 3-42 

Interceptions Ret. 0-0 0-0 

Comp-Att-Int 13-19-0 28-38-0 

Sacked-Yards Lost 3-26 0-0 

Punts 5-43.8 3-29.3 

Fumbles-Lost 1-0 0-0 

Penalties-Yards 3-15 6-57 

Time of Possession 24:29 35:31 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

RUSHING-Cincinnati, Mixon 17-68, 
Driskel 5-21, Ross 1-7, Fejedelem 1-6. 
Cleveland, Chubb 19-112, Mayfield 6-16, 
D.Johnson 2-12, Landry 1-6. 

PASSING-Cincinnati, Driskel 13-19- 
0-133. Cleveland, Mayfield 27-37-0-284, 
Landry 1-1-0-63. 

RECEIVING—Cincinnati, Uzomah 4- 
49, Core 2-36, Erickson 2-35, Mixon 2-10, 
Bernard 2-0, Ross 1-3. Cleveland, Higgins 
6-60, D.Johnson 6-54, Landry 4-47, Njoku 
3-73, Fells 3-18, Perriman 2-76, Chubb 2-3, 
Hilliard 1-15, DeValve 1-1. 
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Bill Feig/AP 


Saints outside iinebacker Demario Davis, center, celebrates after 
recovering a fumble in the final minute of Sunday's game against 
the Pittsburgh Steelers in New Orleans. The Saints won 31-28, 
clinching the top seed for the NFC and home field for the playoffs. 


Stumbling Steelers 
fall to Brees, Saints 


By Brett Martel 

Associated Press 

NEW ORLEANS — Drew 
Brees found a receiver who 
hadn’t played most of the season 
to sustain a late touchdown drive. 
The Saints’ defense found a way 
to force two fumbles in the fourth 
quarter. And New Orleans’ punt- 
return unit stopped a fake punt 
less than a yard short of a conver¬ 
sion that might have helped Pitts¬ 
burgh protect a late lead. 

Combine that with some good 
fortune on decisions by the of¬ 
ficials, and it added up to a third 
straight fourth-quarter comeback 
for these charmed 2018 Saints, 
who’ll finish the regular season 
as the best team in the NFC. 

Brees capped a 326-yard pass¬ 
ing performance with a 2-yard 
touchdown toss to Michael Thom¬ 
as with 1:25 left, Sheldon Rankins 
stripped JuJu Smith-Schuster in 
the final minute, and the Saints 
clinched the top seed in the NFC 
playoffs with a 31-28 victory over 
the Steelers that dealt a signifi¬ 
cant blow to Pittsburgh’s playoff 
hopes. 

“That’s one thing these guys 
have done a good job with, coming 
up with plays when we needed it. 
We’ve won a lot of different ways 
this year,” Saints coach Sean 
Payton said after New Orleans 
(13-2) reached 13 victories for the 
third time since he became coach 
in 2006. “I’m proud of this team. 
Man, they’ve showed a great re¬ 
solve — dealt with injuries, dealt 
with all the adversity you might 
have in a long season.” 

Pittsburgh drove into potential 
tying field-goal range on its final 
drive, but Smith-Schuster fumbled 
while landing on Rankins after a 
short reception and linebacker 
Demario Davis recovered. 

“One thing you know about this 
team is we’re resilient,” Rankins 
said. 

Ben Roethlisberger passed for 
380 yards and three touchdowns 
for the Steelers (8-6-1), connect¬ 
ing 14 times with Antonio Brown 
for 185 yards and two touchdowns. 
Pittsburgh fell into second in the 
AFC North behind Baltimore and 
out of playoff position. 



Scott Clause, The Daily Advertiser/AP 


Saints linebacker Alex Anzalone, 
right, sacks Pittsburgh Steelers 
quarterback Ben Roethlisberger 
on Sunday in New Orleans. 


Saints 31, Steelers 28 

Pittsburgh 3 11 14 0-28 

New Orleans 7 10 7 7-31 

First Quarter 

Pit-FG Boswell 49, 5:32. 

NO—Ingram 1 run (Lutz kick), 2:57. 

Second Quarter 
Pit-FG Boswell 30, 14:05. 

NO—Kamara 8 run (Lutz kick), 10:22. 
Pit—Samuels 3 pass from Roethlis¬ 
berger (Rogers pass from Roethlisberg¬ 
er), :40. 

NO-FG Lutz 43, :02. 

Third Quarter 

NO—Kamara 1 run (Lutz kick), 9:13. 
Pit—Brown 3 pass from Roethlisberger 
(Boswell kick), 4:48. 

Pit—Brown 20 pass from Roethlisberg¬ 
er (Boswell kick), 1:02. 

Fourth Quarter 

NO—Thomas 2 pass from Brees (Lutz 
kick), 1 


A-73,086. 

Pit 

First downs 
Total Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 364 
Punt Returns 
Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 
Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 
Punts 2-49.0 
Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 


NO 


33-50-0 

3-16 

3-47.0 


3-2 

6-79 


1-0 


Time of Possession 31:20 28:40 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING-Pittsburgh, Samuels 12-53, 
Nix 1-4, Roethlisberger 2-4, Ridley 3-4. 
New Orleans, Ingram 11-35, Kamara 7-23, 
Brees l-(minus 1). 

PASSING—Pittsburgh, Roethlisberger 
33-50-0-380. New Orleans, Brees 27-39-0- 
326,T.Hill O-l-l-O. 

RECEIVING-Pittsburgh, Brown 14- 
185, Smith-Schuster 11-115, Switzer 3-18, 
Samuels 3-11, McDonald 1-49, Rogers 1-2. 
New Orleans, Thomas 11-109, Ginn 5-74, 
Kamara 4-82, Kirkwood 2-35, J.Hill 2-1, 
Smith 1-11, Ingram 1-8, Watson 1-6. 


Seahawks clinch playoff berth 


Surging Seattle deals KC 
second consecutive loss 

By Tim Booth 

Associated Press 

SEATTLE — Doubted before 
the season began, questioned 
even more after a 0-2 start, the 
Seattle Seahawks are back where 
they’ve spent most seasons since 
Pete Carroll arrived. 

The Seahawks are in the play¬ 
offs and perhaps as the type of op¬ 
ponent no one would like to see in 
the postseason. 

“You hear it. You hear the noise 
... that stuff motivates you,” Se¬ 
attle linebacker K. J. Wright said. 
“We kept believing.” 

Seattle clinched its spot in the 
NFC playoffs after toppling Kan¬ 
sas City 38-31 on Sunday night, 
thanks to three touchdown passes 
from Russell Wilson and a pair of 
TD runs by Chris Carson. 

Wilson got the better of Kan¬ 
sas City’s Patrick Mahomes and 
helped lead Seattle back to the 
postseason after missing the 
playoffs a year ago. 

Mahomes had a few of his own 
magical moments that will en¬ 
hance his MVP candidacy. But 
for the second straight week the 
Chiefs (11-4) were unable to come 
through with a victory that would 
have wrapped up the No. 1 seed in 



Elaine Thompson/AP 


The Seattle Seahawks have 
made the playoffs in seven of 
nine seasons since they hired 
coach Pete Carroll, pictured. 

the AFC and will go into Week 17 
with the chance of being division 
champs or find themselves on the 
road for the opening weekend of 
the postseason. 

“I know if you take care of busi¬ 
ness, you don’t have to talk about 
anything,” Kansas City coach 
Andy Reid said. “When we play 
the way we can play ... we are a 
tough team.” 


Seahawks 38, Chiefs 31 


Kansas City 3 7 7 14-31 

Seattle 7 7 10 14-38 

First Quarter 

Sea—Carson 4 run (Janikowski kick), 
8:55. 

KC-FG Butker 54, 6:34. 

Second Quarter 

KC—Dam.Williams 2 pass from Ma¬ 
homes (Butker kick), 11:21. 

Sea—Vannett 1 pass from Wilson (Jan¬ 
ikowski kick), 5:26. 

Third Quarter 

Sea-FG Janikowski 28, 9:27. 

KC—West 25 pass from Mahomes 
(Butker kick), 5:18. 

Sea—Baldwin 27 pass from Wilson 
(Janikowski kick), :45. 

Fourth Quarter 

KC-FG Butker 29, 10:28. 

Sea—E.Dickson 2 pass from Wilson 
(Janikowski kick), 7:31. 

KC—Robinson 11 pass from Mahomes 
(Mahomes run), 4:36. 

Sea—Carson 1 run (Janikowski kick), 
2:29. 


19-154 43-210 


3-2 


8-76 


KC 

First downs 
Total Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 265 
Punt Returns 
Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 

Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 
Punts 3-48.0 
Fumbles-Lost 
Penaltles-Yards 
Time of Possession 24:58 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING—Kansas City, Dam.Williams 
13-103, Mahomes 3-33, T.Hill 2-17, West 
1-1. Seattle, Carson 27-116, Wilson 8-57, 
Davis 7-31, McKissic 1-6. 

PASSING—Kansas City, Mahomes 23- 
40-0-273. Seattle, Wilson 18-29-0-271. 

RECEIVING-Kansas City, Dam.Wil¬ 
liams 7-37, Kelce 5-54, T.Hill 4-74, Conley 
3-54, West 2-37, Robinson 2-17. Seattle, 
Baldwin 7-126, Lockett 4-99, E.Dickson 3- 
19, Vannett 2-11, J.Brown 1-9, Moore 1-7. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-Seattle, Jan¬ 
ikowski 36. 


Winners: New Orleans locks up home-field advantage 


FROM BACK PAGE 

Texans still could wind up a wild card in the, well, 

NFC 

New Orleans (12-3) secured home-field advantage 
throughout the conference playoffs by beating Pittsburgh, 
dropping the Steelers into second place behind Baltimore 
in the AFC North. The Saints won’t be playing outdoors 
again — the Super Bowl, should they get there, will be 
inside at Mercedes-Benz Stadium. 

“Knowing that we’ve done it, knowing that the road 
comes through New Orleans, that gives us a lot of con¬ 
fidence,” Drew Brees said. “Obviously we love playing in 
the dome. ... We have goals throughout the season and 
this is one of them.” 

Also reaching their goal were the Cowboys, grabbing 
the NFC East with a 27-20 victory over Tampa Bay. Dal¬ 
las (9-6) will be the fourth seed and host a wild-card 
game. 

“We can’t get comfortable,” Ezekiel Elliott said. 
“We can’t afford to take a week off next week. We’ve 
got to keep working and make sure we’re ready for the 
playoffs.” 

Chicago (11-4) needs to be ready next week at Minne¬ 
sota (9-6). For one, the Bears have a shot at the second 
overall slot and a first-round bye with a win and a loss by 
the Rams (12-3), who are at home for San Francisco. For 
another, they could deny their division rival a postseason 
spot; a Vikings win gets them a wild card. 

But a Vikings loss and an Eagles win at Washing¬ 
ton gets the defending champions (8-7) back into the 
postseason. 

Seattle (9-6) appears destined to play at Dallas in the 
first round. The Seahawks beat the Cowboys in Week 3 
for their first win of what was supposed to be a rebuild¬ 
ing year. 

They’ve rebuilt so quickly that Pete Carroll is in the run¬ 
ning for Coach of the Year. 

“It’s not complicated,” Russell Wilson said after the 38- 
31 victory against the Chiefs. “It’s hard work, it’s having 
faith. We knew we had to battle throughout the season, 
it’s a journey and we’re still not done yet.” 


wild AFC South. 

Here’s a road map as we head into the final 
week of the schedule: 

AFC 

For a decade now, the New England Patriots have 
owned the AFC East, and they had a huge weekend. 

The Patriots clinched their 10th straight division title 
when they beat Buffalo 24-12. They got an added bonus 
when Flouston fell to drop out of the second seed in the 
conference, which New England grabbed — with a shot 
at the top spot. 

They are 7-0 in Foxborough — the league’s only unde¬ 
feated team in its own building — and 3-5 on the road. 

“We didn’t have our best day in the passing game,” Tom 
Brady said. “But it felt good to win.” 

Baltimore (9-6), fresh off its victory at the Chargers on 
Saturday night, has a half-game lead on Pittsburgh (8-6- 
1), which has lost four of five. The Ravens will take the 
North with a home win against Cleveland next week. The 
Steelers host Cincinnati and need help to get into the post¬ 
season from their hated enemy, the Browns. 

“We’re playing pretty good football, but it might not 
matter,” Ben Roethlisberger said. “We have to take care of 
business next week.” 

The game of tiebreakers also shows that should the 
Colts and Titans deadlock in the prime-time game to end 
the season, and the Steelers win, Pittsburgh edges both of 
them for the final wild card, all at 9-6-1. 

In the South, Houston (10-5) is leading Indianapolis and 
Tennessee by a game. The Texans host Jacksonville (5-10) 
and could wind up a wild card with a loss and a non-tie 
in Nashville. 

The Chiefs (11-4) and Chargers (11-4) already are in from 
the West. That takes up one wild card. But Kansas City 
could plummet from top overall seed to wild card if it flops 
vs. Cakland next week and LA beats Denver. 

Miami fell out of the mix with a 17-7 home loss to lowly 
Jacksonville. What’s clear is that there’s no overwhelming 
favorite. And while a wild-card team hasn’t won the title 
since Green Bay in the 2010 season, betting against the 
likes of the Chargers, Seahawks or Eagles should they get 
in would be foolish. 
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Christmas ball 

LeBron vs. Warriors next best thing 
to Finals rematch » nba, Page 27 






WINNEM 

itosefs 


By Barry Wilner 

Associated Press 

W inners and Losers. 

The big winners in Week 16 
were the Saints, Patriots, Cow¬ 
boys, Seahawks and Ravens. The 
big losers were the Steelers, Dolphins, 
Chiefs and Texans. 

But wait. Then the Texans became win¬ 


ners hours later, earning a playoff berth as 
they headed back to Houston on Sunday 
following a last-second 32-30 loss at Phila¬ 
delphia that handed the AFC’s No. 2 seed 
behind Kansas City to the Patriots — as if 
they need any help when the playoffs ar¬ 
rive. Houston sneaked in when Pittsburgh 
lost 31-28 at New Orleans, though the 

SEE WINNERS ON PAGE 31 


Pictured, clockwise from top left: Dallas Cowboys quarterback Dak Prescott; Pittsburgh Steelers 
wide receiver Julu Smith-Schuster; Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes; 
and New England Patriots wide receiver Julian Edelman. 


LA named as last-minute host for UFC 232 »MMA, Page 24 




























